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^K  Washington  !    thou  hero,   patriot,  fage  1 
Friend  of  all  climes,  and   pride  of   every  age  I 
Were    thine  the  laurels,  every  foil  could  raifc, 
The  mighty  harvcft  were  penurious  praife. 
Well  may  our  realms,  thy  Fabian  wifdom  boaft  ; 
Thy  prudence  fav'd,   what  bravery  had  loft. 
Yet  e*er  hadfl  thou,   by  Heaven's  feverer  fates, 
Like  Sparta's  hero  at  the  Grecian  ftraits, 
Been  doomM   to  meet,  in  arms,  a  world  of  foes, 
Whom  fKili  could  no:  defeat,  nor  walls  oppofe, 
Then  had  thy  breafl,    by  danger  ns'er  fubdued. 
The  migiity  Buckler  of  thy  country  flood  ; 
Proud  of  its  wounds,  each  piercing  fpear  would  bkfs, 
Which  left  Columbia's   foes  one   javelin  lefs  ; 
Nor  felt  one  pang — but,   in  the  glorious  deed. 
Thy  little  bund  of  heroes  too,   muPt  bleed  ; 
Nor  throbba  one  fear — but,  that  feme  poifon'd  dart 
Ihv  breafl:  might  pafs,    and  reach  thy    Countrfs  heart 
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OF 


General  ©eorge  m^^)in£to\\. 

By  Jedidiah  Morse,  Z).  -D. 
Paftor  of  the  Church  in  Charlestown. 

IH  E  death  of  this  great  man  has  rendered  au 
account  of  his  life  particularly  defirable.  To  a  nation 
whofc  feelings  feem  to  be  abforbed  by  this  affiiclin^ 
event,  "whofe  attention  is  chiefiy  direded  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  refplendent  virtues  of  the  deceafed 
father  of  his  country,  every  tircumfiance  of  his  life  has 
become  interefiLng*. 

I  HAVE  not  the  vanity  to  alTumi^  to  be  the  biogra- 
pher-of  General  JVashiimgTo^:,  This  arduous,  honorable- 
and  ufcful  tafk,  Is  probably  aiTigned  by  proper  authority, 
to  a  ma.i  competent  to  its  execution,  and  who  is  al- 
ready, or  v/ill  be,  in  pofftiiion  of  ail  the  requilite  uccu- 
ments  fcr  fo  important  a  work.  But  havln'>;  heretofore- 
given  to  the  public,  in  a  work*  d'^figncd  for  their  ufc,  a 
brief  fketch  of  his  life,  I  hope  they  will  not  confiuv.r  it 
as  prefumption  in  me,  if,  with  a  viev/  to  fitisfy,  in  fomc 
degree,  follcitous  inc^uirics  on  the  fubjecl,  anu  u.s  a  hum- 
ble tribute  to   tr.e   meni'jry  of  tijt  ^rst  of  merty  I  rcvifc 

*  The    American    Gio^rapbj. 
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and    enlarge  tliis  fketcli,    and  in   an   improved  form,    at 
this  inoment  of  general  feeling,  oiler  it  to  their  perufal. 

The  late  General  JVASiiiNcroN  was  born  in  the 
parifli  of  Wafhington,  Weftmoreland  county,  in  Virgi- 
nia, February  22d,  1732.  He  was  the  third  fon  of 
Mr.  Augustine  Washington,  a  planter  or  farmer 
of  refpedlable  talents,  diflinguiflied  reputation,  and  large 
cftate  in  Virginia.  The  anceflors  of  this  gentleman, 
about  the  ;^ear  1657,  removed  from  Yorkfhire  in  En- 
gland, to  Virginia,  and  fettled  in  King  George's  county, 
where,  at  the  commencement  of  our  revolution,  the  ge- 
neral had  three  brothers  living,  viz.  Samuel,  John 
and  Charles,  all  gentlemen  of  confiderable  ian(^cd 
property,  and  a  fifter,  the  wife  of  Colonel  Fielding 
Lewis.* 

The  General  was  the  firfl:  fruit  of  a  fecond  marri- 
age. His  early  education,  condufted  by  a  private  tutor, 
under  the  dlred^ion  of  his  father,  was  fuch  as  favored  the 
produ(f\ion  of  an  athletic  and  vigorous  body,  and  the 
formation  of  a  correct:  and  folid  mind.  Inhaling  a  pure 
iTiountain  air,  accultomed  to  the  healthful  occupations  of 
rural  life,  and  to  the  manly  toils  of  tlje  chafe,  his  limbs 
expanded  to  an  unufual,  robuft,  but  well  proportioned 
;\nd  graceful  fize,  adapted  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  his 
future  life,  and  to  fuftain  the  adive  energies  of  his  noble 
foul. 

*  ^ee  a  letter,  ivntten  at  an  early  period  cfile  American  Revehitlon,  hy 
John  dell,  EJij.  of  Maty  land,  to  a  friend  in  Europe  ^^  and  publijUd  in  the 
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By  his    tutor   he  was   taught   the  rudiments  of  the 
Latin  language,   Engli(h  grammar,   and  the  elements  of 
the   matheinatics.     At  the   age  of  ten  years,    his  father 
died,  and  the  charge   of  a  numerous    family  devolved  on 
his     eldeft     brother,    Mr.    Lawreuce    ;Washixgton. 
This    brother,    a    young    gentleman    of   mod   promifing 
talents,  had  a  captain's  command  in  the  colonial  troops, 
employed   againft   Carthagena,  under   Admiral    Vernon. 
Gn    his    return    from    this    expedition,    he    married   the 
daughter  of  the  Hon.   William  Fairfax,  of  Belvoir,  and 
fettled  on  his  patrimonial  eftate,  \vhich  he  called  Mount 
Vernon,    in    honor   of   his    admiral,    from   whom  he   had 
received  many   civilities.      He  was    afterAvards  made  ad- 
jutant-general   of  the  militia   of    Virginia,  but    did  not 
long  furvive   his   appointment.     He   left    one  daughter, 
who    dying   young,    and  his  fecond   brother    alfo  having 
deceafed    without    iflue,    the   General    fucceeded   to  the 
family  feat,  and  to  a  very  confiderable  landed  eftate. 

It  is  a  circumftance  which  ought,  not  to  be  here 
omitted,  that,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  was  entered  a 
midftiipman  on  board  a  Britifh  fliip  of  war  llationed  on 
the  coaft  of  Virginia,  and  his  baggage  prepared  for  em- 
barkation ;  but  his  mother,  then  a  widow,  exprclTing 
her  rcluclance  at  his  engaging  in  that  profeffion,  the 
plan  was  abandoned. 

The  office  of  adjutant-general,  made  vacant  by  the 
death  of  his  brother,  in  confequence  of  the  extenfivc 
iimits  of  the  province,    was  now  divided    into    thi'tc   di- 
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j[tn£ls ;  the  future  liero  of  yVmerirn,  before  he  bad  toiii. 
pleted  his  twentieth  year,  began  liis  military  fervice  by  n 
principal  appointment  in  that  department,  with  the  rank 
♦>f  Mnjor, 

When  lie  was  little  more  than  twenty  years  of  age, 
an  event  occurred  which  called  forth  his  great  talents  in- 
to public  notice  and  exercife.  In  1 753,  the  French  from 
Canac'a,  aided  by  the  Indians,  whom  they  engaged  for  tht 
j>urpofe,  made  inroads  and  encroachments  upon  the  wcflevn 
frontier;^  along  the  Allegany  and  Ohio  rivers.  Orders 
TVCre  rdceived  from  England,  by  the  Governor*  and 
Council  of  Virginia,  to  repel  by  force  thefe  encroach- 
jftients.  .It  was  however  thought  a  prudent  preliminary 
flep,  to  make  an  effort  to  prevent  open  hoflilitles,  by 
friendly  and  fpirited  remonRrances  to  the  French,  and 
conciliatory  overtures  to  the  Indians.  Major  Wash- 
ington was  deputed  to  undertake  this  important  and 
perilous  embafl}'.  Accordingly  he  was  difpatched  by  the 
Governor,  with  a  letter  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  French  on  the  Ohio,  complaining  of  the  infradions 
of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  ^I'owns  ;  and 
>vith  inflrudions  and  plenary  powers  to  treat  with  the 
Six  Nations  and  other  tribes  of  Weflern  Indians,  and  to 
fecure  their  attachment  to  England.  He  commenced 
bis  journey  late  in  06lober,  v/ith  about  fifteen  attend- 
ants, and  endured  tl)e  fatigues,  and  performed  the  duties 
of,  his   mifTion,    with  fingular  fortitude,    induftry,    intel- 

>*  Lieut,  Governor  Dlnxuildie  at  this  time  admn<illsred  the  ^o^srtiment. 
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I'f'^'enc*  and  addrefs.  When  be  returned  with  Monfieur 
de"  St.  Piere's  anfwer,  and  giive  Information  of  his  fuccefs 
in  his  negociations  with  the  Indians,  he  received  the  ap- 
probation and  thanks  cf  his  country.  His  journal*  and 
report  to  Governor  Dinwiddie,  which  were  publifhed  at 
the  time,  early  announced  to  the  world,  that  firength 
and  corredtnefs  of  mind,  eafe  and  manlinefs  of  ftile,  and 
that  judgement,  method,  and  accuracy  in  doing  bufinefs, 
which  have  fince  churaclerifed  him  in  conducting  more 
arduous  affairs.  His  journal  for  many  years  after,  proved 
of  elFential  ferylce  to  travellers  into  that  weftern  vfiU 
dernefs. 

Notwithstanding  the  remonftrances  made  by 
the  governraent  of  Virginia  to  the  French  commander 
on  the  Ohio,  through  Major  Yv^ashington,  hofhlc 
operations  in  that  quarter  were  fldl  continued,  as  part 
of  a  meditated  plan  of  general  attack  upon  the 
then  Britidi  colonies.  In  this  ftate  of  things,  orders 
were  received  from  the  mother  country,  for  the  colonies 
to  unite,  and  prepare  to  defend  themfelves.  The  a0embly 
of  Virginia  took  the  lead;  and  early  In  the  year  1754) 
voted  a  fum  of  money  for  the  public  fervice,  and  agreed 
to  raifc  a  regiment  of  400  men  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  that  colony.-  Mr.  Fry,  one  of  the  profelTors 
cf  the  college  of  William  and  Mary,  was  appointed  Co- 
lonel of  this  regiment,   and  Major  Washington,  then 

*  '^'^''^  Journjl  ivas  pubUfhed  in  the  Mu[fachufetts  Magazine  for  June 
CK'jyu.'y  J-jt^./ram  a  copy  fmt  to  ths  •writer  oftkis^f/oin  hit  arrt/pQid'* 
tnt  In  f^ir^inia^ 
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about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  received  the  commlflioit 
of  Lieut.  Colonel.  Col.  Fry  died  fliortly  after  his  ap- 
pointment, and  left  his  regiment  and  rank  to  the  fecond 
in  command. 

Col.  Washington  now  was  indefatigable  in  his 
efforts  to  form  his  regiment,  to  eftablini  magazines,  and 
open  roads  fo  as  to  pre-occupy  the  advantageous  poft  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Allegany  and  Monongahela  rivers- 
(now  Pittfburg)  which  he  recommended  for  that  purpofe, 
in  his  report  the  preceding  year.  Imprefled  with  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  expedition  in  accomplifiiing  this  important  ob- 
je(fV,  without  waiting  for  a  detachment  of  independent  reg- 
ulars, and  fome  companies  of  provincials  from  the  neigh- 
boring colonies,  who  were  expe«Eled  to  join  him>  he  com- 
menced bis  march  in  the  month  of  May. 

On  his  way,  at  a  place  called  Red  Stone,  he  met  a 
ftrong  party  of  the  French  and  Indians,  which  he  engaged 
and  routed,  after  killing  and  capturing  fifty  of  the  enemy. 
Among  tlie  prifoners  was  the  celebrated  Monf.  dc  la  Force, 
and  two  other  oiHcers,  from  whom  Col.  Washington 
received  intelligence,  that  the  French  forces  on  the  Ohio 
confifled  of  upwards  of  looo  regulars,  and  feveral  hundred 
Indians,  and  that  they  had  already  erefted  a  fort  at  the 
pofl  he  had  intended  to  occupy,  which  they  called  Fort  du 
Quefne.  Upon  this  intelligence,  he  took  his  Ration  at  a 
place  called  Great  Meadows,  for  the  convenience  of  for- 
age and  fupplies,  where  hs  built  a  temporary  ftotkade,  to 
cover  hh  Ikres,  and  na^ned  it.  Fort  NccefTity.     Here  he 
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waited  the  arrival  of  expeoled  fuccours  from  New-York 
and  Pennfylvania,  but  Avas  joined  by  Gapt,  M*Kay's 
regulars,  only,  which  increafed  his  force  to  about  400 
cffecllve  men.  He  remained  unmole[led  till  July,  when 
he  received  information  from  his  fcouts,  that  a  confi- 
derabie  party  of  the  enemy  was  approaching  to  recon- 
noitre his  poft  J  he  fallled  and  defeated  them;  but  in  re- 
turn was  attacked  by  iin  army  of  French  and  Indians:, 
computed  to  have  been  1500  fti'ong,  under  the  command 
of  the  Sieur  de  Villiers.  The  little  garrifon  made  a 
galhnt  defence,  of  feveral  hours,  during  which  they  kil- 
led nearly  200  of  the  enemy,  and  more  than  one  third  of 
their  own  number  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The 
French  commander,  difcouraged  by  fuch  bold  oppofitlon, 
propofed  a  parley,  which  terminated  in  an  honorable  cap* 
itul&tion.  Col.  Waskixgton,  at  the  head  of  h.is  troops, 
quitted  the  Fort  with  tlie  honors  of  war,  agreeable  to  the 
articles  of  capitulation,  and  carried  with  him  his  military 
ftores,  and  baggage:  but  the  French  commander  either 
unable  or  unwilling,  did  not  refi:raln  his  Indian  auxiliaries 
from  plundering  the  provincials,  and  making  a  confider- 
able  flaughter  of  men,  cattle,  and  horfes.  After  this 
dlfafler,  the  remains  of  the  Vb-glnia  regiment  returned 
to  Alexandria  to  recruit. 

Ths  Britifli  airibafTador  at  the  court  of  Verfullles 
was  directed  to  remonflrate  to  the  French  government 
againft  the  breach  of  the  articles  of  capitulation  above 
mentioned i  and  this  may  be  confidered  as  the  period 
Fben  the  Frsr.ch  court  began  to  unniajl^j  and  tc  difcover 
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that  the  condiift  of  Its  governors  and  ofllcers  in  Ame- 
rica, was  in  conformity  to  their  orders.  After  this,  war- 
like preparations  on  the  frontiers  were  made  by  the  French 
with  redoubled  a6\ivity,  and  were  continued  through  the 
winter  of  1754,  and  the  fpring  of  1755. 

DuRiXG  this  period  tlie  government  of  Virginia 
raifed  an  additional  number  of  troops,  who  built  Fort 
C4umberland,  and  Fort  London,  and  formed  a  camp  at 
Wills  Greek,  a  fituation  convenient  for  the  annoyance  of 
the  enemy  on  the  Ohio.  In  all  thefe  fervices,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  ercdicn  of  the  forts,  Col.  Washington 
was  adilively  and  principally  employed. 

At  this  time.  May  1755,  Gen.  Braddock  arrived  at 
Alexandria,  from  England,  with  two  veteran  regiments 
from  Ireland,  to  which  were  joined  the  independent  and 
provincial  corps  in  America,  and  at  the  head  of  this  army 
he  was  to  repel  the  invaders  of  the  colonial  frontiers. 
Upon  a  royal  arrangement  of  rank,  by  v/hich  ^'no  officer 
"who  did  not  immediately  derive  his  commiilion  from  the 
king,  could  command  one  who  did,"  Col.  Washington 
refigned  his  commiflion,  sind  as  a  volunteer  and  extra 
Aid-de-Gamp,  joined  Gen*  Braddock.  The  army  marched 
diredly  for  Fort  du  Quefne,  by  the  route  of  Wills  Greek, 
No  perfon  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  this  route  a£ 
€ol.  Washing-ton,  and  no  other  officer  in  the  colony, 
at  this  time,  fuftained  fo  high  and  well  eftablilhed  a  mili- 
tary reputation ;  and  had  his  counfei  been  fufficiently  re- 
garded, there  is  reafon  to  beJ^icve  the  misfortunes  whi€fe 
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followed  TV'onld  have  been  preventec^  In  bis  route.  Gen. 
Braddock  unexpectedly,  and  of  confeqiience,  ur.pvc  pa  redly, 
met  a  large  body  of  the  enemy.  Without  detailing  min- 
utely the  particulars  of  t^ie  hard  fought  a-.id  bloody  battle 
which  enfued,  and  which  terminated  in  the  total  defeat  of 
Braddock's  army,  which  confiRed  of  2000  regular  Britifli 
forces,  and  nearly  8co  provincials,  I  flirill  only  fay,  in 
the  words  of  the  refpedtable  and  correct  writer,*  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  many  of  the  fadls  contained  in 
this  fKetch,  that  "  it  is  allowed  on  all  fules,  that  the 
haughty  behavior  of  Gen.  Braddock,  bis  high  contempt 
of  the  provincial  ofiicers  and  folJiers,  and  his  difdainful 
obftinacy  in  rejecting  their  advice,  were  the  caufes  of  thi» 
fatal  difafier.  With  what  refolution  and  fleadintfs  tue 
provincials,  and  their  gallant  commander  (Coi.  Vv'Asa- 
ixgton)  behaved  on  this  trying  occafion,  and  In  covering 
the  confufed  retreat  of  the  armv,i  let  every  Britiili  officer 
and  foldier  confefs,  who  were  rcfcued  iiom  fl.-Uji.ter  on 
that  calamitous  day  by  their  valor  and  conduill." 

To  this  information  it  is  proper  to  add,  th.at  Col. 
Washington  was  the  only  officer  whofe  duty  obliged 
him  to  be  on  horfeback  during  the  battle,  who  was  not 
ifither  killed  or  wounded.  Providence  f'^en.td  to  referve 
him  to  fave  from  utter  aeftruition  tlie  wreck  of  a  de- 
feated army.      Having  f;;cured  their  palT^ige  over  the  ford 

*Jobn    Bell,    Ef'i. 
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of  the  Monongahelq,  and  finding  the  enemy  did  not  pur- 
fue  their  vii^ory,  Col.  Washington  haflened  to  concert 
mcafures  for  tl.elr  further  fecurity,  with  Col.  Dunbar, 
who  had  remained  fome  diftance  in  the  rear,  with  the 
fecond  divifion  of  the  army  and  the  heavy  b;iggage.  To 
effea  this,  he  travelled,  with  two  guides  all  night,  through 
a  dreary  wildernefs,  notwithflanding  the  fatigues  of  the 
preceding  day,  and  the  enfeebled  f\ate  of  his  health,  hav-- 
ing  but  imperfcQly  recovered  from  fjcknefs.  So  exhaufted 
"wzs  he  in  the  morning,  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  fupported 
•with  cufliions  on  his  horfe.  The  public  accounts  of  this 
affair,  both  in  England  and  America,  were  not  paifimoni'- 
OU5  of  applaufe  for  the  effential  fervice  he  rendered  his 
country  on  To  trying  an  occafion* 

Not  long  after  this  time,  the  regulation  of  rank, 
•which  had  been  fo  injurious  to  the  colonial  officers,  was 
changed  to  tl  eir  fatisfa<^ion,  in  confequence  of  the  difcon- 
tent  of  the  officers  and  the  remonflrance  of  Col,  Wash- 
ington ;  and  the  government  of  Virginia,  imprefled  with 
a  due  fenfe  of  his  merits,  gave  him,  in  a  new  and  exten- 
five  commifliot),  the  command  of  all  the  troops  raifed  and 
to  be  raifed  in  that  colony.  This  comtniffion  he  held  with 
figtial  credit  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  his  country,  till 
1759  ;  when  tranquillity  being  reftored  on  the  frontier:* 
of  the  middle  colonies,  and  his  confHtution  having  be- 
come extremely  enfeebled  and  endangered  by  an  inveterate 
pulmonary  complaint,  he  refigned  his  military  appohit- 
jnent.  Impartial  hiftorians  will  do  jufiice  to  his  character, 
in  detailing  the  judicious  plans  he  fuggefted,  and  the  fyftera 
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he  purfued  for  defending  the  frontiers,  and  his  perfonal 
hazards,  bravery  and  atchievements,  previoufly  to  the 
period  of  his  resignation.  Nor  are  authentic  documents 
■wanting  to  fhew  the  tender  regret  •which  the  Virginia  line 
exprefTed  at  parting  with  their  Commander,  and  the  affec- 
tionate regard  which  He  entertained  for  them. 

From  this  period  til!  the  year  1775,  he  cultivated 
the  arts  of  peace.  Soon  after  he  refigned  his  commiliion 
in  17595  his  health  having  been  gradually  re-eflablifhed, 
he  married  the  prefent  Mrs.  WASHINGTO^\  then  Mrs. 
Martha  Custis,*  an  amiable  and  beautiful  young 
widow,  <'  with  whom  he  had  a  fortune  of  twenty  thoufund 
pounds  fterllng  in  her  own  right,  befides  her  dower  in  one 
of  the  principal  eftates  in  Virginia, "t  and  fetiled  as  a 
planter  and  Farmer  at  his  favorite,  delightful  feat,  the 
far-famed  Mount  Vernon. 

General  Washington  was  the  largefi  landholder, 
probably,  in  the  United  States.  Befides  the  large  eltatts 
■vvhch  came  into  his  poffciTion  by  his  marriage,  and  by  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Washington's  only  daughter  (amount- 
ing  in  the  whole  to  thirty  thoufand  pounds  flerling)  he 
owned  large  tracts  of  excellent  land  in  different  parts  of 
the  ftate,  which,  in  early  life,  while  he  was  Surveyor,  he 
had  taken  up  for  hiUifelf,  or  purchaftd  of  officers  who  had 
land  allotted  them  for  tlieir  Ic  rvices.     He  alfo  made  large 

*  GENE  HAL  and  Mrs.  WASHINGTON  v.-ere  both  born  in 
the  same  year, 
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additionr.  to  lils  eflate  at  Mount  Vernon  ;  which,  in  1787, 
confided  of  about  nine  thoufand  acres,  under  his  own  ciiU 
tlvution.  His  income  fioin  his  ei^ates  was  reckoned.  In 
1 776,  to  amount  at  leaft  to  Jour  tkoiifo.fid  pounds  Jlcr- 
ling  a  year  ;  and  it  was  then  fuppofcd  they  would  have 
fold  for  more  than  one  hundred  end  fixty  thoujand  poulids* 
of  the  fame  money,  equal  to  upwards  ot"  66 6.C00  dollars. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  under  his  fuperlntendance 
and  admirable  management,  his  property  has  fince  much 
iiicrcafed. 

General  Washington  was  not  lefs  diftinguiflied 
as  a  Farmer^  than  as  a  JVarrior  <^\\6.  a  State/man,  He 
undertook  every  thing  on  a  great  fcale,  proportioned  to 
his  great  and  comprehenfive  mind  ;  and  his  exaft  and  ex- 
emplary method  in  tranfacling  all  his  builnefs,  enabled 
him  to  accomplifh  more,  and  in  a  more  perfedl  and  advan- 
tageous manner,  than  perhaps  any  other  man  of  the  age. 
He  has  raifed  feven  thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat,  and  ten 
thoufand  of  Indian  corn  In  one  year,  on  his  eftate  at 
Mount  Vtrnon.  In  a  fucceeding  year  he  railed  two 
hundred  lambs,  fowed  twenty-feven  bulhels  of  flax-feed, 
and  planted  more  than  feven  hundred  bulhels  of  potatoes. 
At  the  fame  time  he  had  manufadured  under  his  eye,  by 
his  domeftics,  linen  and  v/oollen  clcth  fufficient  for  his 
houfehoid,  which  confided  of  nearly  a  thoufand  fouls.—- 
His  land,  defigned  for  cultivation,  he  had  cnclofed  in  lots 
of  equal  dimenfions,  and  crops  affigned  to  each  for  man}'' 

«  Bell's  Letter. 
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years.  On  Saturday  in  the  afternoon,  every  week,  he  was 
accuflbmfe^  to  receive  reports  from  all  his  overfeers  (and 
thefe  reports,  I  have  been  informcdj  were  received  and  at- 
tended to,  conftantly,  during  thie  periods  of  his  command 
of  our  armies,  and  his  prefidency  of  the  United  States) 
which  reports  were  corre<flIy  rcgi(!er^d  in  bocks  kept  for  the 
purpofe  ;  fo  that,  at  the  end  of  tlie  year,  he  was  able  ac- 
curately to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  labor  beflowed  on  each 
of  the  feverr.1  lots,  and  the  amount  of  the  produce.  Order 
and  economy  were  eflablilhed  in  all  the  departments  within 
and'VV!iihou^  doors. 

Agriculture  was  his  fayorite  employment,  and  he 
purfued  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  himfelf.  .  One  great  objt(!l 
which  he  ever  kept  in  view,  was  to  introduce  or  augment  the 
culture  of  thofe  articles  whicli  he  conceived  would  be  the 
mofl:  beneficial  in  their  confequences  to  his  country.  Upon 
this  principle,  he  early  gave  up  planting  tobacco,  and  v.'ent 
altegether  into  the  farming  buiinefs.  To  acquire  and  com- 
municate  pra«9;ical  knowledge,  he.  correfponded  wiih  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  of  England,  and  with  many 
agricultural  gentlemen  in  this  country.  As  improvement  was 
known  to  be  his  obj^iSl,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
rare  feeds,  and  refults  of  new  projects  from  ever}'  quarter. 
He  llkewife  made  copious  notes,  relative  to  his  own  experi- 
ments, the  flate  of  the  feafons,  the  nature  of  foils,  of  which 
he  was  an  excellent  judge,  and  the  eifeds  of  dirfereni  kinds 
of  manure,  and  fuch  other  topics,  as  tended  to  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture. 

» 
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V/hile  he  was  thus  ufcfyll/ occupied  «s  a  Farmer, 
4nd  giving  to  all  around  hira,  and  to  poftority,  a  noble  ex- 
ample of  induftry,  economy,  and  good  management,  be  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  affiduous  in  ferving  the  flatc .  From  the 
time  he  left  the  army,  in  1 759,  until  the  year  1 774,  he 
was  conflantly  a  member  of  aflcmbly  ;  he  was  alfo  a  magif- 
trate  of  the  county  in  which  he  lived,  and  a  judge  of  the 
«ourt.     He  wa«  defied  a   delegate   to  the   firfl:  congrefs  in 

1774,  ^^*^  *°  ^^^^  which  aflcmbled  in  the  year  following. 

It  was  while  he  was  a  member  of  this  afTembly  of  the 
wifeft  men  in  America,  that  he  was,  on  the  15th  of  June, 

1775,  by  their  unanimous  vote,  appointed  Commander  in 
Chief  of  all  the  forces  raifed,  or  to  be  raif&d  for  the  defence 
of  the  then  colonies.  He  accepted  his  appointment  ;  with 
what  diffidence  and  difintereftednefs,  his  reply  to  the  pre/i« 
dent  of  Congrefs,  when  his  appointment  was  announced  to 
him,  witnefles.  **  It  was  a  fortunate  circumflance,  attend- 
ing his  eledion,  that  it  was  accompanied  with  no  competition, 
and  followed  by  no  envy.  That  fame  general  impulfe  on 
the  public  mind,  which  led  the  colonifts  to  agree  in  many 
other  particulars  pointed  to  him  as  the  mofl  proper  perfon  for 
prefiding  over  the  military  arrangements  of  America.  Not 
only  Congrefs,  but  the  inhabitants  in  the  eaft  and  weft,  in 
the  north  and  the  fouth,  as  well  before  as  at  the  time  of 
embodying  a  continental  army,  virere  in  a  great  degree  unani- 
m>  tij  in  his  favor."*  *'The  very  high  eftimation  he  flood  in 
for  integrity  and  honor,  his  engaging  in  the  caufe  of  liiscoun- 
iry  from  fentiment  and  a  conyidion  of  her  wrongs  j  his  rao- 
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deration  in  politics,  his  extrnfive  property,  and  his  approved 
abilities  as  a  military  commander,  were  motives  which  ob- 
liged the  choice  of  America  to  fall  upon  him."* 

Wk  have  now  arrived  at  a  period  in  the  life  of  this 
great  man,  fiuce  which,  the  events  of  it  have  been  more 
cohfplcuoui  and  more  j^ene rally  interefting  ;  and  it  is  the  lefs 
necefl'ary  to  particularize  them  in  this  place,  becaufe  they 
have  been  often  detailed,  and  are  familiar  to  almoft  every 
perfon.  I  will  only  obferve,  that  General  Washington 
arrived  at  the  camp  in  Cambridge,  and  took  the  fuprerae 
command  of  the  American  army,  July  2,  1776.  "  He 
was  received  with  that  heart-felt  exultation,  which  fuperior 
merit  alone  can  infpire,  after  having,  in  his  progrefs  through 
the  dates,  been  honored  with  every  mark  of  affection  and 
efteem  which  they  conceived  were  due  to  the  man,  whom  the 


•t 


It  is  hoi)ed  p^^fterity  will  be  taught,  in  what  manner 
he  transfonned  an  undifciplined  body  of  peafantry  into  a  re- 
gular army  of  foldiers.  Commentaries  on  his  campaigns 
would  andoubtcdly  be  highly  interefling  and  in(lru»5live  to 
future  generations.  The  conduft  of  the  firft  campaign,  in 
compelling  the  Britifli  troops  to  abandon  Bofton  by  a  blood- 
lefs  vlftory,  will  merit  a  minute  narration.  But  a  volume 
would  fcarcely  contain  the  mortifications  he  experienced, 
and  the  hazards  to  which  he  wasexpofed  in  I776  and  1777, 
in  contending  againft  the  prowefs  of  Britain,  with  an  inade- 
<j'jate  force.     His  good  deftiny   and  confummate  prudence, 

*  Bf*l*s  Letter. 
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prevented  want  of  ruccefji  from  producing  wai^t  of  coi^fi- 
dence  on  the  part  of  the  public  ^.  for  w.^nt  of  fuccefs  Is  apt 
lo  lead  to  the  adoption  of  pernicious  fonnfels  through  the 
verfatility  of  the  people,  or  the  ambition  of  demagogues.— 
Shortly  after  this  period,  fprang  up  the  oi»ly  cabal  that  ever 
cxlfied  during  his  public  life,  to  rob  him  of  his  reputation 
and  command.  It  proved  as  Irr.potent  m  e5eJl,  as  It  was 
audacious  In  defign.  In.  the  three  fucceeding  years  the 
germ  of  dlfcipllne  unfolded  ;  and  the  refources  of  America 
having  been  called  mtrj  co-operation  with  the  Kind  and  navai 
forces  of  France,  produced  the  glorious  conclufion  of  thd 
campaign  in  1 781.  From  this  time  the  gloom  began  to 
difappear,  from  our  political  horizon,  and  the  affairs  of  the 
linion  proceeded  in  a  nieliorEtlng  train,  until  a  peace  w«8 
mofl  ably  regociated  by  our  ambaffadors  In  Europe  In  1783, 

No  perfon,  who  had  not  the  advantage  of  being. prefcnt 
when  General  Washi^^gTok  received  the  intelllgenee  cf 
peace,  and  who  did  not  accompany  him  to  his  domeftic  re- 
tirement, can  defcrlbe  the  relief  which  that  joyful  event 
brought  to  his  laboring  mind,  or  the  fuprerae  faiisfa^flion  with 
which  he  withdrew  to  private  life.  From  his  triumphal  en- 
try into  New-York,  upon  the  evacuation  of  that  city  by  the 
Britlfli  army,  to  his  arrival  at  Mount  Vernon,  after  the  re- 
fignation  of  his  commiflion  to  Gongrefs,  feftive  crowds  im- 
peded his  paifage  through  all  the  populous  towns,  the  devo- 
tion of  a  whole  people  purfued  him  with  prayers  to  Heaven 
for  blellings  on  his  head,  while  their  gratitude  fought  the 
mod  expreflive  language  of  manifefting  itfelf  to  him  as  their 
common  father  and  benefactor.     When  he  became  a  private 
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cirizen,  he  had  ihe  untifual  felicity  lo  find  that  his  native  ftatc 
was  among  the  moft  zealous  to  do  juftice  to  his  merits  ;  and 
ihat  ftronger  demonftrations  of  affectionate  efleera  (if  polli- 
bJc)  were  given  by  the  citizens  of  bis  neighborhood,  than 
by  any  other  defcription  of  men  on  the  continent.  But  h 
conitantly  declined  accpting  any  compenfation  for  his  fer- 
vices  or  provifion  for  the  augmented  expenfes  incurred  in 
oonfequence  of  his  public  employment,  although  propofals 
were  made  him  in  the  moft  delicate  manner,  particularly  by 
the  ftates  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania. 

The  virfuous  fimplicity  which  diftinguiflied  the  private 
life  of  General  Washington,  though  lefs  known  than 
the  dazzling  fplendor  of  his  military  achievements,  is  not 
lefs  edifying  in  example,  or  worthy  the  attention  of  his  coun- 
trymen. The  confpicuous  chara£ler  he  fliled  on  the  the&tre 
of  human  affairs,,  the  uniform  dignity,  with  which  he  fuQained 
his  part  amidft  difficulties  of  the  mod  difcouraging  nature,, 
aiid  the  glory  of  having  arrived  through  them  at  the  hour 
of  triumph,  made  many  cficial  and  literary  perfons  on  both 
fides  of  the  cc^an,  ambitious  of  a  correfpondence  with  him. 
Thefe  correfji/ondencies  ur»avoidably  engrcfTcd  a  great  per. 
tion  of  his  tin;e  ;  and  the  communications  contained  in. 
thetn,  combined  with  the  numerous  periv'^dical  publicationi 
and  newfpiiper*  which  he  perufec,  renderrd  him,  as  it  were, 
the  focuj  of  pvlitical  intelligence  for  the  nev)  tvorld.—^ 
Nor  were  his  conTeifailonj  wiih  well  informed  men  lefs  con- 
ducive to  bring  him  acquainted  with  the  various  cyer.rs. 
which  happened  iR  diiFerent  countries  of  the  globe.     Every 
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foreigner  of  dlftiinflion,  who  travelled  in  America,  made 
it  a  point  to  vifit  him.  Members'  of  Gongrtfs  and  other 
dignified  perfonages,  did  not  pafs  his  houfe  without  call- 
ing to  pay  him  their  refped\s.  As  another  foiirce  of  in- 
formation it  may  be  mentioned,  that  many  literary  pro- 
dud\ions  were  fent  to  him  annually  by  their  authors  in 
Europe  j  and  that  there  was  fcarcely  one  work  written  in 
America  on  any  art,  fcience,  or  fubjed,  which  did. not 
feek  his  prote(fllou,  or  which  was  not  offered  to  him  as  a 
token  of  gratitude.  Mechanical  inventions  were  fre- 
quently fubmitted  to  him  for  his  approbation,  and  natural 
curio  Sties  prefented  for  his  inveftigation.  But  the  multi- 
plicity of.epiftolary  applications,  often  or  the  remains  of 
fome'''bufinefs  which  happened  when  he  was  commande'r 
iiv' chief  i  fometimcs  on  fubjefts  foreign  to  his  fituation, 
frivolous  in  their  nature,  and  intended  merely  to  gfatliy 
the  vanity  of  the  writ«rs  by  drawing  anfwers  from  him, 
was  truly  diflrelling  and  almofl  incredible.  His  benignity 
in  anfwering,  perhaps,  increafed  the  number.  Had  he 
not  hufbanded  every  moment  to  the  beft  advantage,  it 
■would  not  have  been  in  his  power  to  have  noticed  the  raft 
-variety  of  fubjcdls  that  claimed  his  attention. 

.  In  this  manner  he  fpent  his  time,  from  the  peace  of 
1783,  till  he  was  elefted  a  member  of .  the  convention  who 
framed,  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  fummer  of  ly^y,  the 
prefent  Conilitution  of  the  United,  States.  Of  this  con- 
vention  of  fages,  he  was  chofen^Prefident;^  and  with  his 
name  he  has  fanftioned  the  Conftitution  of  their  and  his 
country's  choice. 
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When  this  Gonftitution,    adopted   by    the    nation, 
Avas  to  be  organized  and  put    in  operation,  by  an  ele<£\ioii 
of  the  proper    officers,  the    United   States,   "    (ledfai^  in 
their  oreference,  with  one  voice  funinioned    their  feeloved 
Washington,  unpra(fkifed  as  he   was,    in  the  duties  erf 
civil  ^draiiiiilration,"  to    the   chair    of  government.      H« 
heard  their  voice  "  with  veneration   and  love,"  and  with 
that    felf  diffidence-  and  inodefty,  which  ever   accompany 
pre-eminent  merit,  he    obeyed    their  fummona.     On    the 
30th  of  April,   17895  he  was  inaugurated  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  city    of  New- York,  amidft  the  ac- 
clamations of  thoufands    of  fpe^tators.      *'  It  feemed,  by 
the  number  of  witneffes,"  fays  one,  who  beheld  the  inter- 
efting'  fc«ie,  "  to  be  a  folemn  appeal  to  heaven  and  earth 
at  once.      Upon  the  fubjeft   of  this  great  and  good  raan 
I  nray  perhaps  be  an  enthufiaft  :  but  I    eonfcfs,   I  wa-s  un- 
der an  awful  and    religious    perfuafion,  that   the  gracious 
Ruler  of  the  Univerfe  was  looking  down  at    that  moment, 
with  peculiar  complacency,   on  an  act,  which,  to  a  part  01 
his  creatures,  was  fo  very  important.     Under  this  imnref- 
fton,  when  the  chancellor   pronounced    in    a    very  feeling 
manner,  '  Long  live  George  Washington,*   my  fen- 
fibility  was  wound  up  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  I  could  do  no 
more  than  wave  my  hat  with  the  refl,  without    the  power 
of  joining   in  the   repeated  acclamations    which  rent  the 


J-* 


air." 


In  the  autumn  after  his  induction  into  office,  he  vifit- 
cd  the  eafleni  ftates  j  with  how  much   delight  and  advaa- 
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tage  to  the  people,  and    fatisfailion   to  his  own  mind,  let 
the  volume  of  their  addreffes  and  his  anfwcrs  tefiify. 

With    what    dignity^    ■wii'doni,  firmneTja,  integrity, 
and  high  and  general  approbation,  he  performed  the  duties 
•f  his  moft  arduous,  elevated,  and  relponfiblc  office,   dur- 
ing his  eight  years  adminlflratlon,  his   euloglfts  jiave  elo- 
quently announced,  andhiRorians  "will  record    with    pride 
and  admiration.     *'  Commencing  his  adminiflration,  what 
heart  is  not  charmed  with  the  rccolleftion  of  the  pure  and^ 
wife  principles  announced  by    bimfelf>  as  the  bafis  of  his 
political  life.-     He   befl:  underftood   the  indiflblublc    union, 
between  virtue  and  happinefs,    between  duty   and  advan- 
tage, between    the    genuine    maxims    of  an    honed    and: 
magnanimous  policy,  and  the  folid  rewards  of.  public  prof- 
pcrity  and  individual    felicity:  watching   with    an    equal. 
and  comprehenfive  eye  over  this  great  affcmblage  of  com- 
munities and  interafts,  he    laid  the  fouiidation  of  our  na- 
tional policy,  in  the  unerring  and  immutable  principles  of 
morality,    bafed    on  religion,  exemplifying   the  pre-emi- 
nence   of  free   government,  by   all  the    attributes  which- 
win  the  afFedions  of  its  citizens,  or.  command  the  refpcd*. 
of  the  world.  "•- 

During  his  adminiflration  as  our  fuprcme  executive 

^lagiflrate,  "  his  talents  and  his    virtues   incr&afed   with^ 

his  cares.     His  foul  fecmed  not  to  bear  the  limks^  of  of-: 

fice  a  moment  after  the  obligations  of  duty  and  patriotifm 

withdrew  their reftraints  from  his  univerfal  love,     Whca 

*  Major  Ctn,  Henry  Lee'i  Funtral  Orattttip. 
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ihe  mifgutded    favages  of  tlic  wildernefsj  after  feeling  l.ii 
tbdftifem^nt,_  had  fued  for   peace  ;  he  feemed  to  Ubor  for 
tbelf  feappinrers  af  tke  9oiTimonTeprefentative  of  manklnci. 
Irifurr»:ction^wras>/*a;  firuck  at  his  couTitenancc,  that  it  fled 
from  the  fnock  of  his  arms.     Intrigue  attempt';!   to  en- 
tangle him  in  her  poifonous  web,  but   he  bujit  it  with  gi- 
•gantic  flrength,  and  cruflied  her  labour?.     Anarchy  look, 
ed  qijt  ff-^gi. her  cavern,  and  was   dafhed  into  oblivion,  as 
^wc  trad:,  forever.     The  nations  of    Europe   faw  the  wif- 
^om  of  our.  laws,^  the  vigour  of  our  n-.eafurcs,  the  juflice 
of  our    policy,  the    firmnefs    of  our  government,  and  ac- 
c^uiefced  in  the  neutrality -of  cur  (latiou,"* 

Twice  ele(fled  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his  country 
to  the  PreHdcntiitl  -chair,  when  the  period  for  a  third 
«lecli6?l  arrived,  in  September  1796,  v/hen  the  ftate  of  his 
country  was  fuch  that  he  confidered  it  no  lona'er  necc0ary 
for  him  to  facrifice  his  inclination  to  his  duty,  he  announc- 
ed to  his  fellow-citizens,  in  an  Addrefs  which  will  be  im- 
mortal as  his  name,  his  determination  to  retire,  and  rc- 
quefling  them  not  to  confider  him  as  a  candidate  for  their 
future  fuifrages  ;  thus  preventing  *•  the  anxious  wiflies  of 
an  affectionate  people,  from  adding  a  third  unanimous  tef- 
tin^onial  of  their  unabated  confidence  in  the  man  fo  long 
enthroned  in  their  hearts."  Having  fpcnt/c;rr^--/fye  years 
of  his  life  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he  confoled  him- 
felf  with  the  hope  that  he  was  now  quitting  forever 
"  the  boundlefs  field  of  public  avflion,  inceflant  trouble 
•and  high  rcfponfibility,"    in  which  he  had   fo  tong  aded   a 
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principal  part  :  but  this  fond  hope  was  not  rcaliTcd.  He 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  the  pinnacJe  of  homan  greatneff. 
One  arcei>ding  ftcp  yet  ren>aincd  untaken.  From  March 
179710  July  1798,  he  liyed  in  peace  at  his  beloved  re- 
treat, diix:harging  the  duties  of  a  private  citizen  with  a 
condefcenfion  and  greatnefs  of  mind  peculiar  to  hmrfelf. 
At  the  latter  period,  <*  when  crery  thi»g  wc  hold  dear 
and  facred  was  ferioufly  threatened,***  the  voice  of  hr» 
countrymen  was  raifed  to  hrm,  as  the  Inflrument,  under 
Providence,  for  their  prote^ftion  :  he  heard  it  and  inftantly 
obeyed  ;  and  thus  advanced  the  laft  afcending  ftep  in  the 
career  of  earthly  glory.  On  this  high  and  commanding 
ground  he  flood^  venerable  in  fervices  as  ia  years,  the  ce- 
ment and  the  bulwark  of  our  nation,  till  the  14th  of  De- 
cember 1799,  when  lie  was  fumnioned  above  to  join 
that  noble  company  of  the  *'  wife,  who  (hall  fhine  as  the 
brigbtncfs  of  tke  fitmament,  and  a$  tbe  ifcar*  forever  and 
ever.;' 

His  lafl:  ficknefs  was  fliort  and  painful.  On  Thurf- 
day  the  12th,  he  was  abroad  on  one  of  his  plantatio-ns.— 
The  day  was  rainy  and  he  took  cold  ;  which,  on  Friday, 
produced  a  violent  InflamiDation  in  the  throat.  The  fol- 
lowing night  his  difeafe  became  very  alarming,  and  he  was 
urged  to  fend  to  Alexandria  for  his  phyficran.  His  hu- 
manity for  his  fervants  prevented  it  till  the  next  morning. 
At  1 1  o'clock  on  Saturday  his  phyficlan  arrived.  It  was  too 
late.  The  hand  of  death  was  already  upon  him.  Though  hia 

♦  GENEBAL  WASm2TGT0H*s  Letter  «/  jlcceptanc. 
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diftrefs  was  extreme,  he  -wns  calm  aiid  refigncd.  *'  He 
informed  his  attendants  that  his  affairs  were  in  good  or- 
der i  that  he  had  made  his  will,  and  that  his  public  bufi- 
nefs  was  but  ttvo  days  behind  hand."  A  very  fliort  time 
before  he  died,  he  faid  to  his  phyfician,  *'  Do^or^  what 
is  the  clock  7  Horj  long  am  I  to  remain  in  this  fituation  .?'* 
The  DoAor  replied,  "  Not  long  fir  J'  He  then  rejoined 
with  the  firmeft  countenance,  "  /  have  no  feary  DoSlor, 
to. die,**  His  breathing  foon  grew  fliortcr  ;  and  prefent- 
ly  after  he  expired  without  a  figh  or  a  groan, 

**  When  keenef\  anguifli  rack'd  his  mighty  mind, 
And  the  fond  heart  the  joys  of  life  refign'd, 
No  guik  nor  terror  ftretch'd  its  hard  controul, 
No  doubt  obfcur'd  the  funfliine  of  the  foul. 
Prepar'd  for  death,  his  calm  and  ftrady  eye, 
Look'd  fearltrfs  upward  to  a  peaceful  ficy  ; 
While  wondering  angels  point  the  airy  road, 
Which  leads  the  Chrifiian  to  the  Throne  of  God." 

General  Washington  in  his  perfon  was  tall, 
u|)right,  and  well  made  ;  in  his  manners  eafy  and  unaf- 
fected. His  eyes  were  of  a  bluifh  caft,  not  prominent, 
indicative  of  deep  thoughtful iiefs,  and  when  in  a^^ion, 
on  great  occafions,  remarkably  livelvo  His  features 
ftrong,  manly,  and  commanding  ;  his  teniper  refcrved  and 
ferious  ;  his  countenance  grave,  compofed,  and  fenfiblc. 
There  was  in  his  whole  appearance  an  unufual  dignity 
and  gracefulnefs  which  at  once  fecured  for  him  profound 
refpcia,  and  cordial  efteem.  He  feecicd  born  to  com- 
mand his  fellovr  men.  In  his  official  capacity  he  received 
applicants  for  favors,  and  unfwered  their  requelb  withfo 
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much  eafe,  conJefccnfion  and  kindnefs,  as  that  eacli  re- 
tired, believing  liimfclf  a  favorite  of  his  chief.  He  had 
<ln  excellent  and  well  cultivated  underflandingf  a  ccrreft,' 
difccrning,  and  comprehenfivc  mind;  a  memory  renlarka- 
bly  retentive  ;  energetic  palTions  under  perfc«5l  controul  ; 
a  judgement  fober,  deliberate,  and  found.  He  was  a' 
nian  of  the  ftridtcft  honor  and  honefty,  fair  and  honorable 
in  his  dealings  ;  and  pundual  to  his  engagements.  His 
difpofltion  was  mild,  kind,  and  generous.  Candour,  Cm- 
cerity,  moderation,  and  fimplicity,  were,  in  common,  pro- 
minent features  in  his  characl^T  ;  but  when  an  occafion 
called,  he  was  capable  of  difplaying  the  moft  determined 
bravery,  firmnefs,  and  independence.  He  was  an  effed^i- 
oned  husband,  a  faithful  fri?nd,  a  humane  maHer,  and  a 
father  to  the  poor.  He  lived  in  ihe  .unvarying  habits  of 
regularity,  temperrmce,  and  induftry.  He  fteadily  rofe  at 
the  duwn'of  day,  and  i*eHred  to  rcfVufually^st  9  c'clock 
in.the  evenin4X.  The  intermediate  hours  all  had.  their 
proper  bufinefs  affigned  them.  In  his  aMotments  for  the 
revolving  hours,  religion  was  not  forgotten.  Feeling,, 
what  he  fo  often  publicly  acknowledged,  his  entire  de- 
pendiSnce  on  God,  he  daily,  at  dated  ftaibns,  retired  .to 
his  clofet,  to  worfiiip,  at  his  footflool,  and  to  aflc  his  di- 
vide blcfTmg.  He  was  reB:iakable  for  his  ftrid  obfervati- 
on  of  the  fabbath,  and  exemplary  in  his  attendance  on 
public  v/orfiiip. 

Of  his  faith  in  the  truth  and  excellence  of  the  holy 
fcriptures,  he  gave  evidence,  not  only  by  his  excellent 
aftd  moft  exemplary  life,   but  in  his  writings,    efpecially 


BIOGIJAPHICAL   SKETCH.  JI 

vhen  he  afcrlbcs  the  meliorated  condition  of  mankind, 
and  the  incrcafed  bleffing  of  fociety,  '*  above  ally  to  the 
pure  and  benign  light  of  re'oe4ation  ;'*  and  wl;en  he  offers 
to  God,  his  earnell  prayer  ^'  that  he  would  mod  graci- 
oufly  be  pleafcd  to  difpofe  us  all  to  do  juftice,  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  demean  ourfelves  with  that  charity,  humi- 
lity, and  pacific  temper  of  mind,  which  were  the  charac- 
terlAlcs  of  the  divine  author  of  our  blessed  religion  j 
without  an  humble  imitation  of  whofe  example,  in  tlicfe 
thing?,  we  can  never  hope  to  be  a  happy  nation. "**  In 
an  addrefs  to  him,  immediately  after  he  commenced  his 
Prefidcncy  over  the  United  States,  from  a  venerable  and 
refpectable  body  of.  men,  v*'ho  were  in  the  bell  fituation 
to  know  his  religious  charader,  and  who,  no  doubt,  ex- 
prefltd  what  they  knew,  is  the  following  teftimony  to  his 
faith  in  chriflianity.  **  But  we  derive  a  prefage,"  fay 
they,  "  even  more  flattering,  from  the  piety  of  your  cha- 
rader.  Public  virtue  is  the  moil  certain  mean  cf  public 
felicity ;  and  religion  is  the  furefl  bafis  of  virtue.  We 
tliereforc  eficem  it  a  peculiar  happinefs  to  be!ioM  in  our 
chief  magiflrate,  a  fteady,  uniform,  avowed  friend  of  the 
chriflian  religion  j  v/ho  has  commenced  his  adminillration 
in  rational  and  exal:ed  fentiments  of  piety,  and  who,  in 
his  private  conduct,  adorns  the  do(5lrin€S  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift."  Grounded  on  thefe  pure  and  excellent  doctrines, 
to  which  his  life  was  fo  conformable  ;  copying,  as  he  did, 
with  fuch  exemplary  rtrlctnefs  and  uniformity,  the  preceptx 

*  S<e  the  Concliijion  of  h'rt  Circular  Letter^ 
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of  Chrlft,  we  have  ftrong  confolation  and  joy  in  believing, 
that  ere  this,  he  has  heard  from  his  God  and  Saviour,  this 
enrapturing  fentcnce,  JVell  done  good  and  faithful Jervanty 
enter  into  the  Joy  ef  jour  Lord, 

What  a  bleffing  to  the  world,  what  an  honor  to 
human  nature,  is  a  charader  thus  '*  throughout  fublime  ?" 
What  a  bright  exemplar  for  kings,  princes,  for  rulers  of 
every  name,  for  warriors,  for  farmers,  for  chriflians,  for 
mankind  I  Thanks  be  to  God  for  fo  rich  a  gift  ;  piaife 
to  his  name  for  beftowing  it  on  our  nation,  and  thus  dif- 
tinguilhlng  it  above  all  others  on  the  globe,  and  let  all  the 
people  0/ COLUMBIA,  iv'ttb  one  voice ^  fay  amen. 


ss 


GENERAL  JFJSHINGTO N's 

APPOINTMENT  TO  THE  COMMAND  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  ARZvlY. 


H: 


JS  COT^GRESS^  7 

Tburjday,  June  15,  1775.  3 

^SOLVED,  That  a  General  be  appoint- 
ed to  command  all  tlie  continental  forces,  raifed,  or  to 
be  raif^d,  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty. 

That  five  hundred  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  for 
the  pay  and  expences  of  the  Gt:neral. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
General,  by  ballot,  and  George  Washington,  esc^ 
was  unanimoufly  eleded. 

^  Friday y  June  16,    177 J. 

The  Prefident  informed  Colonel  Washington, 
that  the  Congrefs  had,  yefterday,  unanimoufly  made 
choice  of  him  to  be  General  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  American  forces,  and  requefted  he  would  accept  of 
that  employment;  to  wliich  Colonel  Washington, 
flanding  in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the  houfc,  an- 
fwered  : 
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<*  Mr.  Prefident, 

"  Though  I  am  truly  fenfiblc  of  the  high  honor 
done  me  in  this  appointment,  yet  I  fed  great  diflrefs, 
from  a  confcioufnefs  that  my  abilities  and  military  expe- 
rience may  not  be  equal  to  the  extenfivc  and  important 
truft  :  however,  as  the  Congrefs  defire  it,  I  v/ill  enter  npon 
the  momentous  duty,  and  exert  every  power  I  pofTcfs,  in 
their  fervice,  for  fupport  of  the  glorious  caufe.  1  beg* 
they  will  accept  my  moft  cordial  thanks  for  tl.is  dillin- 
guilhed  teflimony  of  their  approbation. 

<<  But,  left  fome  event  fiiould  happen  unfavorable 
to  my  reputation,  I  beg  it  may  be  remembered  by  every 
gentleman  in  the  room,  that  I,  this  day,  declare  with  the 
utmoO:  fmcerity,  I  do  not  think  myfelf  equ-al  to  tbe  com- 
mand I  am  honored  with. 

<*  With  refpeato  pay,  fir,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  af- 
fure  Congrefs,  that  as  no  pecuniary  coniideration  could 
have  tempted  me  to  accept  this  arduous  employment,  at 
the  expence  of  my  domeftic  eafe  and  happinefs,  I  do  not 
wifli  to  make  any  profit  from  it.  I  will  keep  an  exaft  ac- 
count of  my  expences.  Thofe  I  doubt  not  they  will  dif- 
charge,  and  that  is  all  I  defire.'* 


w\shingt{)n's  orders.  35 


ON  THE  CESSATION  OF  HOSTILITIES,  G12^^ 
WASHINGTON  I'S^'^UY.D  THE  FOLLOWING 

ORDERS: 

Hdad-^uarters^  Newhurgh,  April  jS,  I783. 

A  H  E  commander  in  chief  orderB  the  ceflation  of 
hoflilities  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  publicly  proclaimed  to-mor- 
row at  12  o'clock,  at  the  new  building  ;  and  that  the  pro- 
cLimAtion  which  will  be  communicated  herewith,  be  read 
to-morrow  evening,  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  and 
corps  of  the  army  j  after  Avhich,  the  chaplains,  with  the 
Overal  brigade?,  will  render  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for 
all  his  mercies,  particularly  for  his  over-ruling  the  wrath 
of  man  to  his  own  glory,  and  caufing  the  rage  of  war  to 
ceaf>;  amongi'l  the  nations. 

Although  the  proclamation  before  alluded  to,  ex- 
^/tends  only  to  the  prohibition  of  hoflirities,  and  not  to  the 
annunciailon  of  a  general  peace,  yet  it  muft  afford  the 
mort  rational  and  fiHcere  fatisfaclion  to  every  benevolent 
mind,  as  it  puts  a  period  to  a  long  and  doubtful  conted^ 
flop  the  effufion  of  human  blood — opens  the  profpetft  to  a 
more  fplendid  fcene— and,  like  another  morning  ftar,  pro- 
mifes  the  approach  of  a  brighter  day  than  has  hitherto 
illuminated  this  weftern  hemifphere  I  On  fuch  a  happy 
day— a  day  which  is  the  harbinger  of  peace — a  day  which 
completes  the  eighth  year  of  the  war,  it  would  be  ingra-- 
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litucle    not  to  rcjclce  :    it    would   be  iiifennbllity    not  to 
participate  in  the  general  felicity. 

The  commander  in  chief,  far  from  endeavorinq:  to 
fiifie  the  feelings  of  joy  in  his  own  bofom,  offers  his  mofl 
cordial  congratulations  on  the  occafion,  to  all  the  oificcrs 
ef  every  denomination — to  all  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  in  general,  and  in  particular  to  thofe  gallant  and 
perfevering  men,  who  had  refolved  to  defend  the  rights 
of  their  invaded  country  fo  long  as  the  war  fhould  con- 
tinue ;  for  thefe  are  the  men  who  ought  to  be  confidred 
as  the  pride  and  boaO:  of  the  American  army,  and  who, 
crowned  with  well-earned  laurels,  may  foon  withdraw 
from  the  field  of  glory  to  the  more  tranq^uil  walks  of 
civil  life. 

While  the  General  recolletfls  the  almofl  infinite 
variety  of  fcenes  through  which  we  have  pafTed  with  a 
mixture  of  pleafnre,  aftonifliment  and  gratitude— while 
he  contemplates  the  profpedls  before  us  with  rapture- 
he  cannot  help  wifning  that  all  the  brave  men,  of  what- 
ever condition  they  may  be,  v/ho  have  {bared  in  the  toils 
and  dangers  of  effecting  this  glorious  revolution,  of  ref- 
caing  milliohs  from  the  hands  of  opprcflion,  and  of  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  a  great  empire,  might  be  impreffed 
■\vith  a  proper  idea  of  the  dignified  part  they  have  been 
called  to  aiSt  (under  the  fmiles  of  providence)  on  the  flage 
of  human  affairs  ;  for  happy,  thrice  happy,  fliall  they  be 
pronoanced  hereafter,  .■vrho  have  contributed  any  thin.g, 
who  have  performed  the  meaneft  office  in  eredling  this  fai- 
pendoiis  fahrl:  of  ^rss^Qm   and  Empirey  on  the  broad 
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balls  of  independency  ;  who  have  afliftcd  in  protccfling 
the  rights  of  hnman  nature,  and  cftablilhlni^  an  affylum 
for  the  poor  and  opprefTed   of  all  nations  and  religions. 

The  glorious  tafk  for  -which  we  firft  flew  to  arms, 
being  thus  accompiiihed— the  liberties  of  our  country- 
being  fully  acknowledged  and  firmly  fecured,  by  the  fmilcs 
o«f  Heaven,  on  the  purity  of  our  caufe,  and  the  honell 
exertion  of  a  feeble  people,  determined  to  be  free,  againll 
a  powerful  nation  difpofed  to  opprefs  themj  and  the 
chararjtcr  of  thofe  who  have  perfevered  tlirough  every  ex- 
tremity of  hardfnip,  fuffering,  and  danger,  being  immor- 
talized by  the  illuflrious  appellation  of  the  Patriot  Army^ 
nothing  now  remains  but  for  the  actors  of  this  niijhty 
fcene  to  prefervc  a  perfect,  unvarying  confiflency  of  cha- 
ra(rter  through  the  very  laft  ail  ;  to  clofc  the  drama  with 
applaufe  ;  and  to  retire  from  the  military  theatre  with  the 
fame  approbation  of  angels  and  men,  which  have  crown- 
ed all  their  former  virtuous  aclions. 

For  this  purpofe,  no  diforder  or  licentioufnefs  mufl 
be  tolerated  ;  every  confiderate  and  well-difpofed  foldier 
muft  remember,  it  will  be  abfolutely  neceHary  to  wait  with 
pations,  until  peace  fhall  be  declared,  or  Congrefs  fliall 
be  enabled  to  take  proper  meafures  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
public  {lores,  &c.  As  foon  as  thefe  arrangements  fhaM 
be  made,  the  General  is  confident  there  will  be  no  delay 
in  difcharging,  with  every  mark  of  diflinftion  and  honor, 
all  the  men  enliftcd  for  the  war,  who  will  then  have  faith- 
fully performed  their  engagements  with  the  public.    The 
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General  lir;3  ulrcuJy  inucreQod  irmiftlf  in  their  beli'alf; 
and  he  tliiiiks  ke  need  ]iot  repeat  the  afTuranccs  of  Ms 
dirpofition  to  be  ufcful  to  them  on  the  prtfent,  and  every 
other  proper  occafion.  In  the  Hiean  time  l>e  is  deter- 
Kiined  th:it  no  military  negletfls  or  cxcefTes  flidll  go  un- 
punilhed,  while  he  retains  the  command  of  tlic  army. 

The  Adjutant-General  will  have  fuch  -working- 
parties  detatch.ed  to  afTifl  in  making  the  preparations  for 
a  general  rejoicing,  as  the  chief  engineer,  with  the  army, 
fhall  call  for  ;  and  the  quarter-mafler-general  will  alfo 
farnifh  fuch  materials  as  he  may  want.  The  quarter- 
mafter-general  will,  without  delay,  procure  fuch  a  number 
of  difcharges  to  be  printed  as  will  be  fufficient  for  all 
the  men  enlifted  for  the  v/ar  ;  he  will  pleafe  to  apply  to 
bead-quarters  for  the  form. 

An   extra  ration  of  liquor  to  be  iffued  to  every  man 
to-morrow,  to  drink    perpetual    peace,   i  n»- 

DEPENDENCE,    AND    HAPPINESS,    TO    T  H  K 
UNITED      STATES      OF      AMERICA*. 
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'A  CIRCULAR  LETTER, 

FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY  GEORGE  V/ASHIXG- 
TON,  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  QF  THE  AR- 
MIES OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERI- 
CA,  TO  THE  GOVERNORS  QF  THE  SEVER- 
AL STATES. 

Head-'^uartdrsy  Nd'u^burgh^  June  i8,  1783. 
S  I  R, 

JL   H  E  great  objefl  fcr  Tvhich  I  had  tlie  honor 
to  hold  an  appointment  in  the  fervice  of  my  country,  be- 
ing accomplillied,    I  am  new  preparing  to  refign  it  into 
the  hands  of  Congrefs,  and  return  to  th'4t  dotneO.ic  retire- 
ment, which,  it  is  well  known,  I  left  with  the  greater  rCa. 
lufl.mce  ^  a   retirement  fjr  vvhlch  I  have  never   ceafed  to 
figh  through  a  long  and  painful  abfencf,  in  which  (remote 
from  the  noife    and  trouble   of  the  world'^    I  meditate  to 
pafs  the  remaindf^r  of  life  in. a  Hate  of  undiflurbf  d  repofe  ; 
but,   before   I   carry  this  relolution  into  en'eci,  tliink  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  ms   to  make  this  my  lafl  ofncial  com- 
munication,  to  congratulate  ycu  on  the  glorious   event* 
Vfhieh  Heaven  has  been  pleafed   to  produce  in  onr  favor, 
to  offer  my  fentip-ients  rel|5efiing  fome  important  fubjciP.s, 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  intimately   conncf^ed  with   che 
tranquillity    of  the    United  States,    to   take  my  leave   of 
your  Excellency  a*?  a  public  characler,  and  to  give  my  final 
blelTing  to  that  country  in  whcfe  fervice  I  have  fpent  the 
prime  of  my  life  j  for   whofe    fake   I    ]i;;ve   confumed   fo 
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ij.any  snxious  days  rtr.d  vratoliful  nlglits  ;  and  whofe  liop- 
paic'Ts  being  extremely  dear  to  me,  will  ahvays  conftitutc 
no  iiiconruieralle  part  of  my  ov/n. 

Ijvjpressed  \vitn  tlie  llvellen:  unGbility  on  this 
plvafing  occalion,  I  will  claim  the  indulgence  oF  dilating 
the  jTiOre  copioufly  on  the  fubjeft  of  our  mutual  felicita- 
tion. When  we  confider  the  n^a^^nitiide  of  the  price  wc 
contented  for,  the  doubtful  nature  of  the  conteft,  and  the 
favorable  manner  in  v/hich  it  has  terminated  j  we  fhall 
f.nd  the  gr^atefl  poflible  reafon  for  gratitude  and  rejoicing: 
this  is  ?i  theme  th?.t  will  afford  infinite  delight  to  every 
benevolent  end  liberal  mind,  whether  the  event  in  con- 
templation be  confidered  as  a  fource  of  prefcnt  enjoy- 
inent,  or  tl.e  parent  of  future  happincfs ;  and  we  fiiall 
h?,Ye  eqiuil  occafion  to  felicitate  oarfelves  on  tlie  lot 
which  providence  has  afTigned  us,  whether  we  view  it  in 
a  natural,  a  political,  or  moral  point  of  view. 

The  citizens  of  America,  placed  in  the  moH:  envi« 
able  condition,  as  the  fole  Idrds  and  proprietors  of  a  vaft 
traflof  continent,  comprehending  all  the  various  foils  and 
climates  of  the  world,  and  abounding  with  all  the  necefla- 
rics  and  conveniences  of  life,  are  now,  by  the  late  fatisfae- 
tory  pacifjcp.tion,  acknowledged  to  be  pollefled  of  abfolutc 
freedom  and  independency;  they  are,  from  this  period  to 
be  confidered  as  the  aclors  on  a  moft  confpicuous  theatre, 
which  feems  to  be  peculiarly  defigned  by  providence  for 
the  difplay  cf  human  greatnefs  and  f;;licity  :  here  they  are 
not  only  furrcunded  with  every  tVing  that  can  contribute 


CIRCULAR    LETTER.  4I 

to  the  completion  of  private  and  domeftic  enjoynit-nt,  but 
heaven    has  crowned  all   its  other  blelTings,  by  giving  a 
furer   oppeitunity    tor    pohtical    happinefs  than  any  otlier 
nation  has  ev.^r   been  favored  with.      Nothing  can  iliuf- 
trate  thefe  obfcrvacions   more  forcioly  than  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  happy  conjnndure  of  times  and  cirminftances, 
under  which  our  republic  aflumcd  its  rank  among  the  na- 
tions.     The  foundation   of  our  empire  was   not  laia  in  a 
gloomy  age  of  i^-norance  and  fuperlliiion,  but  at  an  epoch 
when  the  rights  of  mankind  were  better  underllood,  and 
more  clearly  defintd  than  at  any  former  period :  rcfearches 
of  the  human  mind  after  focial  happinefs  have  been  car- 
ried to  a  great   extent  :  the  treafures    of  knowledge    ac- 
•  uired  by  t1ie  labours  of  philofop.jers,    fages,  and  legifla- 
tors,  t'irough  a  long  fuccellion  of  years,  are  laid  open  for 
us,    and  their  ccllccled  wif>!oni  may  be  happily  applied  in. 
the  eilablirnment  of  our  forir.s  of  ofovernment  :   the  tree 
cultivation'  of  letters,    t;ie  unbounded  extenGon  .of  com- 
merce,   the  prtjgrellive  refinement  of  manners,  the  grow- 
ing liberality  of  fc:ntiment^    and,  above  all,   the  pure  and 
benign  light  of  revelation,  have  had   a  mcliora  ing  influ- 
ence on  mankind,   an.i  increafcd  the  blellings  of  fociety. 
At  this  aufpicious    period  the  United  States  came    into 
exiRenue  as  a  nation,  and  it  tbtir  cicizcns  ihould  not  be 
complstely  free  and  happy,  the  iuult  will  be  entirely  their 
cvn. 

Such    is   our  fituation,    and  fuch  are  our  prorpe<f> 
but    notwithftandmg   the    cup  of  bleflfing  is   thus  rf 
out  to  us — nSiwithftandlng  happinefs  is  ours,   i^' 
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a  difpofitlon  to  feize  the  occafion,  and  make  It  cur  owa  ; 
yet  it  appeiiis  to  me,   tliere  is  an  option  11  \l  left  to  the 
United  Statfs  of  America,  whether  they  will  be  refped- 
able  and  profperous,    or  contemptible  and  niifcrabie   as  a 
nation.     This    is    tlie  time    of  their   political  probation  j 
tliis  is  the  moment,  vhcn  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  are 
turned    upon    them;    this  is  the  time  to  efiablifii  or  ruin 
their    national    chara^lcr    forever  ;     this  is  the  favorable 
moment   to  give  fuch  a  tone  to    the    federal   government 
as  vv'ill  enable  it  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  its  inlUtution  j  or 
t'his  may  be  the  ill-fated  moment  for  relaxing  the  powers 
of  the  union,  annihilating-  the  cement   of  the  confedera- 
tion,  and   expoGng  us   to  become  the  fport  of  European 
politics,  which  may  play  one  flate  againft  another,  to  pre- 
vent PTOwing  irr;portance,  and  t®  ferve  their  own  intereil- 
ed  purpofcs.     For,    according  to  the  fyflem  of  policy  the 
Rates  fliall  adopt  at  this  moment,  they  will  ftand  or  fall ; 
and,  by  their  confirmation  or  lapfe,  it  is  yet  to  be  decided, 
whether  the  revolution  mufi  ultimately  be  Confidtrtd  as  a 
bieiling  or  a  curfe  ;  a  blefling  or  a  curfe,  not  to  the  prefent 
age   alone,   for  with  our  late  v/ill  the  dcfliny  of  unborn 
millions  be  involved. 

Wnn  this  convi(f:iion  of  the  importance  of  the  pref- 
ent crifis,  iilence  in  me  would  be  a  crime.      I  will  there- 
fore fpeak  to  your  Excellency  the  language  of  freedom 
.  and  fincerity,  vfithout   difguife.     I  am  aware,   however, 
"hofe  who  differ  from  me  in  political  fentiments  may  per- 
-s  remark,  I  am  ftepping   out  of  the  proper  line  of  my 
and  tbey  may  poffibly  afcni^e  to  arrogance  or  often« 
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tation,  what  I  know  is  alone  the  refult  of  the  purefl  inien- 
tion  ;  but  the  retflitude  of  my  own  heart,  which  difdains  fuch 
unworthy  motives— -the  part  I  have  hilhtrto  afted  in  life— the 
determination  I  have  formed  of  not  taking  any  fliare  in  pub- 
lic bufinefs  hereafter — the  ardent  defire  I  feel  and  fljali  con- 
tinue to  mnnifcft,  of  quietly  er.joying  in  private  Jile,  after 
all  the  toils  of  war,  the  benefits  of  a  wife  and  liberal  govcrn- 
meni — will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  fooner  or  later,  convince  my 
countrymen,  that  I  could  have  no  iinifter  views  in  deliverirg, 
with  fo  little  relerve,  the  opinions    contained  in  this   addrefs. 

There  are  four  things  which  I  humbly  conceive  are 
eflential  to  the  well-being,  i  may  even  venture  to  fay,  to 
the  exi Hence  of  the  United  States,  as  an  independent 
power. 

TST.  An  indifloluble  union  of  the  frates  under  one 
federal  head. 

215 LY.  A  facred  regard  to  public  juflice. 

3DLY.  The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace  eflablii]:irent. 
And, 

4THLY.  The  prevalerce  of  that  psc'fic  and  friendly 
difpoiltion  among  the  people  of  the  United  States,  w  hich 
will  induce  them  to  forget  their  local  piejucices  and  policies, 
to  make  thofe  mutual  conceflions  which  are  requifiie  to  the 
general  profperiiy,  and,  in  Uir.e  inPance,  to  facrifice  their 
individual  advantegea  to  the  intcrePi  of  the  ccm.munity, 

V. 


41  WASniNSTOK'S 

Thlsi:  arc  the  prUare  on  which  the  glorious  fabric  of 
our  ind-pcndency  and  national  charaaer  niufl  be  /upi)orted. 
Liherty  is  tlie  bafis,  and  whoever  would  dare  to  fap  the  foun- 
dation, or  overturn  the  ftrudlure,  under  whatever  fpecious 
pretext  he  may  attempt  it,  will  merit  the  bitterefi  extcration 
and  the  fev^refl  punifliinent  v;hich  can  be  infliaed  by  his 
injured  country. 

On  the  three  firfl  articles  I  will  make  a  few  obftrva* 
ticns,  leaving  the  laft  to  the  good  ierfe  and  ierious  ccnfider- 
ation  cf  thofe  immediately  concerned. 

Under  the  firfl  head,  although  it  may  not  be  neceflary 
or  proper  for  me  in   this  place  to  enter  into  a   paiiicuiar   dif- 
quifiiion  of  the  principles  of  the  union,  and   to  teke   up  the 
great  queltion  which  has  been   frequently  agitaied,  whether 
it  be  expedient  and  requi/iie  for  the  flates  to  delegate  a  large 
propottion  of  power   to    Congrefs,  or  not ;    yei  it  will   be  a 
part  of  my  duty,  and    that  of  every    true  patriot,    to  alfert, 
without  referve,   and  to  infifl:  upon  the  following  pofitions.— 
That  imlefs  the  Hates  will    fuffer  Congrefs  to  exercife   thofe 
prerogatives  ihey  are  undoubtedly   invefted  with  by  the  con- 
"fiitution^  every  thing  muft  very  rapidly  tend  to  anarchy  and 
confuiion.      That  it    is  indifpenfible  to  the  happiiiefs  of  the 
individual  Ostes,  that  there  fliould  be  lodged,  fomewhere,  a 
fupreme  power,  to   regulate  and  govern  the  genera!  concerns 
of  lie  confederated  republic,  without  which  the  union  can- 
rot  be  (S  long  duration.     That  there  inufl-   be  a  fahhliii  and 
pointed  conip'iance  on    the  part  of   every  ftaie    with  the  late 
^Topofala  and  demands  of  Congrefs,  or  the  moH  fatal  tonfe* 
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^uencea  will  enfue.     That  whatever  meafures  have  a  tenden- 
cy   to  diiiblve    t'le    union,      or     contribute  to     violate      or 
lelTen     the   fovarslgn    audiority,      ought    to    be    conlldereJ 
as     hoflile  to    the    liberiy    and    independency     of      Ame- 
rica, and  rhe    authors  of  thejn    treated    accordingly.     And 
i.j.fliy,  t.iat  tinlefs  we  can  be  enabled  by  ihs    concurrence   of 
thi;  tiatej,  to  participate  of  the  friilts  of  the  revolution,  and 
enjoy  th.2  eilential  benefiis   of  civil  fociety,  under  a  form   of 
governnie-n  {o   free   and   uncorrupted,  (o    happily    guarded 
ajainit  the  danger    of  oppreilion,   as  has  been   devifed  and 
adopted  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  it   will  be  a  fubje*£t 
of  regret,  that  fo  much  blood  and  treafure  hare  been  lavillied 
for  no  p'jrpofe  j  that  fo   many  lutferings  have    been  encoun- 
tered without  a   conipen  ration,  and   that  lo   many    facrifices 
have  been  made  in  vain.     Many  other  conflderations  might 
here  be  adduced  to  prove,  that    wirhout  an  entire  coniorjiity 
to  the  fpirltof  the  union,  we  cannot  exlil  as  an  independent 
power.     It  will   be  furScient  tor    my  purpofe  to  mention  but 
one  or  two,  which  feem  to  me  of  the  greaieft  importance.— 
It  is  only  in  our  united  charai^er,  as  an  empire,  that  our  in- 
dependence is  acknowledgeil,  that    our  power  can  be  regard- 
ed, or  our    credit  fupponed    among    foreign   nations.     The 
treaties  of  the    European  powers    with  the    United  Slates  of 
America,   will  have  no    validity    on    the    diiljlution   of    the 
union.      We  fiiall  be  left  nearly  in  a  flate  of  nature  ;  or  we 
;nay  find,  by  our  own  unhappy  experience,  that    there   is    a 
natural  and  neceffary  progreilion  from  the  extreme  of  anarchy 
to  the  extreme  cf  tyranny  ;  and  that  arbitrary  power  is  mofl 


46  WASSlNuTOKS 

cafily   cflablifhed  on   the    ruins   of  liberty  abufcd  to  licen- 
tioufnefs. 

A?  to  the  fecond  article,  which  refpefls  tli3  performance 
of  public  jiiftice,  Congrefs  h;ivs,  in  their  late  Atldrefs  to  the 
United  States,  almort:  exhaufted  the  Cub]t6i  ;  they  have  ex" 
pi  iined  their  ideas  fo  fully,  and  have  enforced  the  obligationa 
the  dates  are  under  to  render  complete  juftice  to  all  the  pub- 
lic creditors,  with  fo  much  dignity  and  energy,  that  in  my 
opinion,  no  real  friend  to  the  honor  and  independency  of 
America  can  hefitate  a  fingle  moment  refpet^ing  the  propriety 
of  complying  with  the  jail:  and  honorable  meafures  propofed. 
If  their  arguments  do  not  produce  conviction,  I  know  of 
nothing  that  will  have  greciter  Influence,  efpeciaily  when  we 
refleifl  that  the  fyilem  referred  to,  being  the  refult  of  the  col- 
lefled  wifdom  of  the  continentj  mtiri;  be  efleeined,  if  not 
perfe»5lj  certainly  the  Itart  objecHonable  of  any  that  conld  bs 
devifed  ;  «nd  that,  if  it  fliould  not  be  carried  into  immediate 
execution,  a  national  bankruptcy,  with  all  its  deplorable  con- 
fequences,  will  take  place,  before  any  different  plan  can  pof- 
fibly  be  propofed  or  adopted  ;  fo  preffing  are  the  prefent 
circumftances,  and  fuch  is  the  alternativs  now  offered  to  th« 
ftates. 

The  ability  of  the  country  to  difcharge  the  debts  which 
have  been  incurred  in  its  defence,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  An 
inclination,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  not  be  wanting  ;  the  path 
of  our  duty  is[)lain  before  us  ;  honefly  will  be  found,  on  every 
experiment,  to  be  the  befb  and  only  true  policy.  Let  uss 
then,  as  a  n.uion,  be  juH:  j  let  us  fulfill  the  public  contrails 
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which  CongrsfshaJ  undoubtedly  a  ri^>ht  to  make  for  tlie  pur^ 
pofe  of  carrying  on  the  war,  with  the  fame  got>d  faith  we 
fiippofs  ourfsives  bound  to  perforin  our  private  engagements. 
In  the  mean  time  let  an  attention  to  the  cheerfu!  perforn)ance 
of  their  proper  bufmefs,  as  individuals,  and  as  members  of 
fociety,  be  earnefHy  inculcated  on  the  citizens  of  America  • 
then  will  they  ftrengthen  the  bands  of  government,  and  be 
happy  und^r  its  proteftion.  Every  one  wiJl  reap  the  fruit 
of  his  labors  ;  evQiy  one  will  enjoy  bis  own  acquiililons, 
without  moleuatioa  and  without  danger. 

In  this  Hate  of  abfohiie  freedom  and  perfect  fecurlty, 
who  will  grudge  to  yield  a.vsry  little  of  his  property  to  fupport 
the  common  Intel eOia  of  fociety,  and  cnfure  the  protedlon  of 
government?  V/ho  does  not  remember  the  frequent  decla- 
rations at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  that  we  fliouid  b; 
completely  fatlsficd,  if  at  the  e:-:penle  of  one  half,  we  couJJ 
defend  the  remainder  of  our  poileuiona  ?  Where  is  the  man 
to  be  found,  who  willies  to  remain  Indebted  for  the  defence 
of  his  own  perfun  and  property  to  the  exertion?;  the  bravery, 
and  the  blood  of  others,  without  making  one  generous  eiiort 
to  pay  the  debt  of  honor  and  of  gratitude  :  In  what  part 
of  the  coaulnent  niail  we  find  any  man,  or  body  of  m.ci^, 
who  would  not  bludv  to  ftand  up,  and  propole  mtalures  pur- 
pofciy  calculated  to  rob  the  foSdierof  hisflipend,  and  the  pub* 
lie  creditor  of  his  d-ce  ?  And  were  it  pollible  that  fuch  a. 
flagrant  inftanc^  of  injuilice  could  ever  happen,  would  It  liot 
excite  ttie  general  indignation,  and  tend  to  bring  down  iipoil 
the  nu'.hors  of  fucn  mesfures,    the  aggravated  vengeance  of. 
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heaven  ?  If,  after  all,  a  fpirit  of  difunion,  or  a  temper 
of  obllinacy  and  pcrverfcncfa  fliould  nianifeft  itfelf  in  any 
of  the  Itaies  ;  if  fiich  an  ungracious  difpofition  fhould  at- 
tempt to  fruilrate  all  tlie  happy  effed\s  that  might  be  ex- 
pected to  flow  from  the  union  ;  if  there  fliould  be  a  refu- 
fal  to  comply  with  requlfitions  .for  funds  to  difcharge  the 
annual  interefl  of  the  public  debts,  and  if  that  refufal 
fhoLild  revive  all  thofe  jealoufies,  and  produce  all  thoie 
evils  v/hich  are  now  happily  removed — Congrefs,  who 
have  in  all  their  tranfadlions  fliewn  a  great  degree  of 
magnanimity  and  juflice,  will  ftand  juftified  in  the  flght  of 
God  and  man  1  And  that  flate  alone,  which  puts  itfelf 
in  oppofltion  to  the  aggregate  wifdomof  the  continent,  and 
follows  fuch  miflaken  and  pernicious  councils,  will  be  re- 
fponfible  for  all  the  confequences*,. 

For  my  own  part,  confcious  of  having  a£\ed,  while 
a  fervant  of  the  public,  in  the  manner  I  conceived  beft 
fuited  to  prom.ote  the  real  interefls  of  my  country  ;  hav- 
ing, in  confequence  of  my  fixed  belief,  in  feme  meafure^ 
pledged  myfelf  to  the  army,  that  their  country  would 
Anally  do  them  complete  and  ample  juflice,  and  not  wil- 
ling to  conceal  any  inflance  of  my  oificial  condu«Sl  from 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  I  have  thought  proper  to  tranfmit 
to  your  Excellency  the  inclofed  colleiflion  of  papers,  re- 
lative to  the  half-pay  and  commutation  granted  by  Con- 
grefs to  the  officers  of  the  army  :  from  thefe  communica- 
tions, my  decided  fentiment  will  be  clearly  comprehended, 
together  with  the  concluflve  reafons,  which  induced  me 
at  s.n  early  period,  to    recommend  the    adoption   of  this 
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meafure  in  the  moll  earned  and  ferioiis  manner.  As  the 
proceedings  of  Congrtrs,  the  army,  and  myfcif,  are  open 
to  all,  and  contain,  in  my  opinion,  fufficient  information 
to  remove  the  prejudice  and  errors  which  may  have  been 
entertained  by  any,  I  think  it  unneceirAry  to  fay  any- 
thing more,  than  jiift  to  obferve,  that  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs,  now  alluded  to,  are  as  undoubtedly  and  abfo- 
lutely  binding  upon  the  United  States  as  the  mod  folemn 
acls  of  confederation  or  legifiation.. 

As  to  the  idea,  which  I  am  informed,  has  in  fome 
inftances  prevailed,  that  the  half-pay  and  commutation 
are  to  be  regarded  merely  in  the  odious  light  of  a  penllon, 
it  ought  to  be  exploded  forever  :  that  provifion  lliould  be 
viewed,  as  it  really  was,  a  reafonable  compenfation  offer- 
ed by  Congrefs,  at  a  time  when  they  had  nothing  clle  to 
give  to  officers  of  the  army,  for  fervices  then  to  be  per- 
formed :  it  was  the  only  means  to  prevent  a  total  derllic- 
tion  of  the  fervice  ;  it  was  a  part  of  their  hire.  I  may  be 
allowed  to  fay,  it  was  the  price  of  their  blood,  and  of 
your  independency  ;  it  is  therefore  more  than  a  common 
debt,  it  is  a  debt  of  honor  j  It  can  never  be  confidered  as 
a  penfion  or  gratuity,  nor  cancelled  until  it  is  fairly 
difcharged. 

With  regard  to  the  didinflion  between  ofHcers  and 
loldiers,  it  is  fufficient  that  the  uniform  experience  of 
every  nation  of  the  world,  combined  with  our  own,  proves 
the  utility  and  propriety  of  the  difcrimlnation.  Rewards, 
in  proportion  to  the  aid  the  public  draws  from  them,  are 
ynqueftionably  due  to  all    its   fervants.     In    fome    lines, 
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the  lolJlers  liavc  pcs-h;<ps  gcnerall)'-  had  as  ample  compcn- 
fation  I'or  their  Icrvices,  by  the  larg'e  bounties  which  have 
been  piid  them,  as  their  otiicers  v/lll    receive  in    the  pro- 
poicd  coiiimutaiiaii  ;  in  others,  if   b'^fides  tlie  donation  of 
land,   the   payment  of    arrearages    of    clothing   and    wa- 
ges (in  v/liicli  at^ticles  all  the  component  parts  of  the  army 
muQ  be  put  upon  the  fame    tooting)  v/e  take  into  the  efti- 
mate,  the  bounties  many    of  the    foldiers    have    received, 
and  the  gratuity  of  one  year's  fuil   pay,  which  is  promlf- 
cd  to  ail,  pollibly  their    iituation  (every  circuniflance  be- 
ing duly  confidcred)  will  not  be  deemed  lefs  eligible  than 
that  of  the  oificers.      Snould  a  farther    reward,   however, 
be  judged    ecjuitable,   I    will    venture    to    affcrt,  no  man 
M'ill  enjoy  greater    fatlsfadion  than    myfelf,   in  an  exemp- 
tion from  taxes  for  a  limited  time  (which  has  been  petition- 
ed for  in  fome  inftances)  or  any  other  adequate  immunity 
or  compenfation  granted    to  the  brave    defenders  of  thejr 
country's  caufe  :  but  neither  the  adoption    or  rejedion  of 
this  propofition  will,  in  any  manner  aiiect,  much  lefs  mili- 
tate againft  the  ad"t  of  Congrefs,  by  which    they  have   of- 
fered hve  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  half-pay  for  life,  which 
had  been  befo.re  promifed  to  the  officers  of  the  army. 

Before  I  conclude  the  fubje£l  on  public  juftice,  I. 
eannot  omit  to  mention  the  obligations  this  country  is 
under  to  that  meritorious  clafs  of  veterans,  the  non-com- 
fniflloned  ofilcers  and  priv.ates,  who  have  been  difcharged 
for  in^ibility,  in  confequence  of  the  refolution  of  Gongrefs, 
of  the  23d  of  April,  1782,  on  an  annual  penfion  for  life. 
Their  peculiar  fuffenngs,  their  fmgular  merits  and  cUims 
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to  that  provifion,  need  only  to  be  known,  to  intcrefl  the 
feelings  of  humanity  in  their  behalf.  Nothing  but  a  punc» 
tual  payment  of  their  annual  allowance  can  refcuc  them 
from  the  mofl  complicated  miTery  ;  and  nothing  could  be  a 
more  niiilancholy  and  diilrelling'  fight,  than  to  behold 
thofe  who  have  (bed  theh"  blcod,  or  loft  their  limbs  in  the 
fervlce  of  their  country,  without  a  fhelter,  without  a 
friend,  and  without  the  means  of  obtaining  any  of  the 
comforts  or  necefparies  ©f  life,  compelled  to  beg  their  atriily- 
bread  from  door  to  do,-)r.  Suffer  me  to  recommend  thofe 
.  of  this  defcription,  bel-on^./i^-  to  your  (late,  to  the  warm- 
cil  patronage  of  your  Excellency    and  your.  legiflature. 

It  is  r.eceiTiry  to  ^^j  ^'••^^  ^  ^^■'^'''  '^•'OJ'ds  on  the  third 
topic  v/hich  was  propofed,  and  which  regards  particularly 
the  defence  of  the  republic.  As  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  Gon^refs  will  recommend  a  proper  peace  eflablifliment 
loT  the  Qnited  State^-,  in  v.hich  a  diie  attention  will  be 
paid  to  the  importance  of  placing- the  militia  of  the  union 
upon  a.  regular  and  refpeclable  footing  ;  if  this  Ihould  be 
the  cafe,  I  fhould  beg  leave  to  urge  the  great  advantage 
of  it  in  the  ftrongefl  terms. 

The  reilitia  of  this  country  muft  he  conficered  ?3  the 
palladium  cf  our  fecurlty^  and  the  firfl  effsilual  rcfort  ia 
cafe  of  hofrility  :  it  is  effential,  therefore,  that  the  f^;re 
fydem  ihould  pervade  the  whole  ;  that  the  formation  and 
'ifcipline  of  the  militia  of  the  continent  fiiould  be  abfc- 
lately  uniform;  and  that  the  fame  fpecies  of  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, and  military  apparatus,  (hould  be  introduced" 
•  n  every  part  of  the  United  State*.     No  one,   who  hainot 
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learned  it.  iro:n  e;:p£ri£nce,  can  conc<eive  tlu  dlfficullj', 
cxpcnie,  and  cftiivulion  wMch  refnlt  i'roin  a  contrary  fyl- 
tem,  or  tlie  vague  arrangements  whiclj  have  hiilierto 
prevailed* 

I?',  ill  treating  of  political  points,  a  greater  lati- 
tude than  ufual  has  been  taken  in  the  conrfe  of  the  Ad- 
tlrefs,  the  importance  of  tlie  crifi?,  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  objeds  in  difcuiTion,  niuft  be  my  apology  j  it  is,  how- 
ever, neither  iT>y  ^viili  nor  expeiTiation,  that  the  preceding 
obfervatlons  fltould  claim  any  regard,  except  fo  far  as 
they  fhall  appear  to  be  didlated  by  a  good  intention  ;  con- 
fonant  to  the  immutable  rules  of  juftice  ;  calculated  to 
produce  a  liberal  fyilemof  policy,  and  founded  on  whatever 
experience  may  have  been  acquired  by  a  long  and  clofe 
ttttention  to  public  bufinefs.  Here  I  might  fpeakwith 
more  confidence,  from  my  aftual  obfervaiions  ;  an.l  if  it 
v/ould  not  fvvell  this  letter  (already  too  prolix)  beyond 
the  bounds  I  had  prefcribed  myfclf,  I  could  dcmonilrate 
to  evtry  mind,  open  to  conviftion,  that  in  lefs  time,  and 
with  much  lefs  expcnfe  than  hiis  been  incurred,  the  war 
luiglit  have  been  brought  to  the  fame  happy  conclufion, 
if  the  refources  of  the  continent  could  have  been  proper- 
ly ciillerl  forth  ;  th^t  the  dlRreiTes  and  difappoiutments  - 
v^hlch  h.ave  very  of':en  occurred,  have,  in  too  many  in- 
P.ances.  reiVilted  more  from  a  want  of  energy  in  the  con- 
tinen'icjl  governnrent,  than  a  deficiency  of  means  in  the 
particuli^r  dates:  that  tlie  inefficacy  of  the  meafures, 
;ir>Gng  from  th;;  want  of  an  adequate  authority  in  the 
fiiprem3  pov/er,  from  a  partial  compliance  with   the  requi- 
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:f?tion3  of  Congrefs  in  fome  of  t!:e  dates,  ard  from  a 
failure  of  puiii!liiality  in  others,  while  they  tended  to 
damp  the  zeal  of  thofe  who  \yere  moi-e  Avilling-  to  ezitvl 
theniftlves,  ferved  alio  to  accumulate  the  ezpenfes  of  the 
v/ar,  and  to  fruftratc  the  bell  concerted  plans  ;  and  thr.t 
the  difcoiiragcment  occafioned  by  the  complicated  difficul- 
ties and  embarraflments,  in  which  our  affairs  were  by  this 
means  involved,  would  have  long  ago  produced  the  diilo- 
lution  of  any  army,  lefs  patient,  leis  virtuous,  and  Icfs 
perfevering  than  th^t  which  I  have  h;:d  the  honsrto  com- 
.nand.  But  while  I  mention  thofe  things",  v/hich  sre  no- 
torious fafis,  as  the  dtfeifio  of  oi:r  federal  conriitution, 
rirticularly  in  ihe  profecution  of  a  war,  I  beg  it  may  be 
-  nderflood,  that  as  I  have  ever  taken  a  pleafure  in  grate- 
ally  acknowledging  the  afliilance  and  frpport  I  have  de.- 
v.ved  from  every  clafs  of  citizens;  fo  /fliail  I  always  be 
l.appy  to  do  juRice  to  the  unparalleled  exerticnis  of  the  in- 
dividual llates,  on  many  intereiling  occafions. 

I  HAVE  trills  freely  d.fv^lored  what  I  wiilied  to  make 
known  before  i    furrendered  up   my  public  tinili    to    thofe 

Y.'lio  committed  it  to  me  ;  tlie  tall:  is  now  accomplifl;ed 

I  now  bid  adieu  to  your  Excellency,  as  the  chief  magif- 
trate  of  your  Rate  :  at  the  lame  time  I  bid  a  lafl  farewell 
to  the  cares  of  cfiice,  and  all  the  employments  of  public 
life. 

It  remains,  then,  to  be  my  final  and  only  requefl, 
that  your  excellency  will  communicate  thefe  fentimenu 
to  your  legiflature  at  their  next  meeting  ;  and  tl.&t  they 
fiiay  be  confidered  as  the   legacy  of  one  who  has  ardentljr 
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■wiflictl,  on  r.ll  orcafions,  to  be  ufclul  to  Lis  country,  anu 
vlio,  even  in  tlv-  lliade  of  retirement,  •will  not  fail  to  im- 
plore the  divine  benedidion  upon  it. 

I  NOW  make    it  niy  earncft   prayer,' that  God    Avould 
l.jive  yo  ,  and  t.iie  ftatc  over  wl'flcli  you  prePide,    in  his  iioly 
protcclion  ;  tbat  l.e  Vv-oirld  incline  the  hearts    of  the   citi- 
zens to  cultivate  a   foirit  of  fubordination  and    obedience 
to  government  ;    to     entertain    a    brotherly  afftt'tion    and- 
lo\e  for  one  another,  for  their  fellcw-citizeiis  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at    large;  and    pi-.rticularly    for   their    brethren 
vho  have  ferved  in  the  field  ;  and   finally,  that  he   would 
iViCli:  gracioufly  be  pleafed  to  difpofe    us  all   to  do  jnflicej 
to  love  mercy,  'and  to  demean  ourfclvcs  wilh  that  charity, 
i-i'inulity,  ail d  pacific  temper  of  ti^.e  mind,  which  v/ere  the 
characceriiVics  of  the  divine  Author  of  our  blefled  religion  ; 
%\itho-ut  an  humble    imitation  of  v.'hofc  example,   in  thefe 
things,  v/e  cr.n  never  hope  to  be  a  ha-  py  nation.  . 

J  HAVE    the    honor    to  be, 

Tvith  much  efteem  and  refpeft, 
£r, 

yor.r  Excellency's  moR  obc&'.ient, 
and  moll  humble   fervant, 
J&.    WASHINGTON 
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UNITED  STATES, 

IN   CONGRESS    ASSEMBLED* 

Princeton^  Augv.Jl  z6^  ^7^5" 

According  io  order ^  General  Washington  at 
tended^  and  being  introduced  by  iivo  members 
the  Prejident  addreffed  him  as  follows  : 

SI  jR, 
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ONGRESS  feel  particular  pleafure  in  fee- 
ing your  Excellency,  and  in  congratulating  you  on  the 
fuccefs  of  a  war,  in  which  you  have  acled  fo  confpicuous 
a  part. 

It  has  been  the  fingular  happinefs  cf  the  United 
States,  that  during  a  war  fo  lon^^,  fo  dangerous,  and  fo 
important,  Providence  has  been  gracioufly  pleafc-d  to  pre- 
ferve  the  life  of  a  General,  who  has  merited  and  pofTefTed 
the  uninterrupted  confidence  and  affeclicn  of  his  firilow- 
citizcns.  In  other  nations  niaay  have  peiforn^fd  fcrviccs, 
for  which  tht;y  have  dcferved  and  received  the  thanks  of 
the, public  ;  biit  to  you,  fir,  peculiar  praife  is  due.  Your 
fervices  have  been  tllcntial  in  acquiring  and  eftablifliing 
the  freedom  and  independence  of  your  couiitry.  They 
d-itfcrNe  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent nation.  Thofc  acknowledgments,  Gongrefs  have 
the  iutisfadion  of  cxpreffing  to  ycur  Extclkncy. 

F 
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Hostilitip:s  have  now  ceafed,  but  your  country 
Aill  needs  your  fcrvices.  Slie  -wifiies  tp  avail  Jicrfelf  of 
your  talents  in  forming  the  arrangements  which  will  be 
necefTary  for  her  in  the  time  of  peace.  For  this  reafon 
3'our  attendance  at  Gongrefs  has  been  requeued.  A  com- 
mittee is  appointed  to  confer  with  your  Excellency,  and 
to  receive  your  afTiflance  in  preparing  and  digefling  plans 
relative  to  thofe  important  objedls. 
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AM  too  fcnfiblc  of  the  honcrabl*  reception  I 
have  now  experienced,  not  to  be  penetrated  with  the 
dcepeft  feelings  of  gratitude. 

Notwithstanding  Gongrefs  appear  to  eftimate 
the  value  of  my  life  beyond  any  fervices  I  have  been  able 
to  render  the  United  States,  yet  I  muft  be  permitted  to 
confider  the  wifdom  and  unaaimity  of  our  national  coun- 
cils, the  firmnefs  of  our  citizens  and  the  patience  and 
bravery  of  our  troops,  which  have  produced  fo  happy  a 
termination  of  the  war,  as  the   mofl  confpiciious  cffcdl  of 

the  divine  interpofitionj  and  the  fureft  prefagc  of  our  fu- 
< 

ture  happlnefsa 
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Highly  gratified  by  the  favorable  fcntlments  which 
Congrefs  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  my  pafl  condufl,  and 
amply  rewarded  by  the  confidence  and  aff<i<flion  of  my 
fellow-citizens  j  I  csinnot  hefitate  to  contribute  my  bsft 
endeavors  towards  the  eliablifliment  of  the  national  fecu- 
rity  in  whatever  manner  the  fovereign  power  may  think 
proper  to  direi5t,  until  the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  or  the  final  evacuation  of  our  country  by 
the  Britifh  forces  ;  after  either  of  which  events,  I  fhall  afk 
permiffion  to  retire  to  the  peaceful  (hade  of  private  life. 

Perhaps,  fir,  no  occafion  may  offer  more  fuitable 
than  the  pref^nt,  to  exprefs  my  humble  thanks  to  God 
and  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  my  country,  for  the 
great  and  uniform  fupport  I  have  received  in  every  vicif- 
fitude  of  fortune,  and  for  the  many  diflinguifhed  honors 
which  Congrefs  have  been  plcafed  to  confer  upon  me  in 
the  courfe  of  the  war.  . 


,.s«<.  , 


FJRE  TVELL  ADDRESS 

O^  GENRE AL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  ARMIES 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Rocky-Hill^  near  Princeton^  Nov*  2,   1783. 

X  H  E  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTcmbled,  af- 
ter giving  the  moft  honorable  teftimony  to  the  merits 
of  the    federal    armies,    and   prefenting    them   with   the 
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thanks  of  iheir  country,  for  their  lon-^,  eminent  and 
faithful  fcrvice,  having  thought  proper,  by  their  procla- 
mation bearing"  date  the  i8th  of  Oclober  laft,  to  dilchargc 
Aich  part  of  the  troops  as  were  engaged  for  the  war,  and 
to  permit  the  officers  on  furlough  to  retire  from  fcrvice, 
from  and  after  to-morrow,  which  proclamation  having 
being  communicated  in  the  public  papers,  for  the  informa-. 
tion  and  government  of  all  concerned,  it  only  remains  for 
the  Comnnnder  in  Ch'ief  to  addrefs  hiiVifelf  once  more* 
and  that  for  the  laft  time,  to  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  (i.owevcr  widely  difperfed  individuals  who  compofc 
them  may  be)  and  to  bid  thena  an  a2e(5lionate— a  long 
farewell. 

But  before  the  Commander  in  Chief  takes  his  final 
leave  of  thofe  he  holds  moft  dear,  he  wifhes  to  indulge 
himfelf  a  few  moments  in  calling  to  mind  a  flight  view  of 
the  part  :— he  will  then  take  the  liberty  of  exploring, 
•with  his  military  friends,  their  future  profpe<3s ;  of  ad- 
vifing  the  general  line  of  conduft  which  in  his  opinion 
ought  to  be  purfued  j  and  he  will  conclude  the  Addrefs, 
by  exprefllng  the  obligations  he  feels  himfelf  under  for 
the  fpirited  and  able  airiftance  he  has  experienced  from 
them,    in   the  performance  of  an  arduous  office. 

A  CONTEMPLATION  of  the  Complete  attainment 
(at  a  period  earlier  than  could  have  been  expefled)  of 
the  objed  for  which  we  contended,  againft  fo  formi- 
dable a  power,  cannot  but  infpire  us  with  aftoni{hment 
and  gratitude.      The    difadvantageous  circumllances  sn 
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our  part,  under  which  the  war  was  undertaken,  can. 
never  be  forgotten.  The  fignal  interpdntions  of  Provi. 
dence,  in  our  feeble  condition,  were  fuch  as  could  fcarce" 
ly  efcape  the  attention  of  the  moft  unobferving- j  while 
th«  unparallelled  perfeverancc  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  through  almofl  every  poflible  fuffering  and  dif. 
couragement,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  long  years,  was  little 
fiiort  of  a  ftanding  miracle. 

It  is  not  the  meaning,  nor  within  the  compafs  of 
this  Addrefs,  to  detail  the  hardfliios  peculiarly  incident 
to  our  fervice,  or  to  defcrioe  the  diftreflcs  which  in  feve= 
ral  inftances  have  refulted  from  the  extremes  of  hunger 
and  nakednefs,  combined   with    the    rigours    of  an  incle* 

« 

ment  feafon  :  nor  is  it  neceflary  to   dwell  on  the  dark  fide 

of  our  pad  affairso 

> 
Every   American  ofEcer  and'  foldier  mult  now  con*^ 

fole  himfclf  for    any    unpleafant  circumflance  which  may 

have  occurred,  by  a  rtcoUedlion  of  the   uncommon  fcenes 

in  which  he  has  been  called  to  ^€t  no  inglorious  part,  and 

the   ailonifning   events  of  which  he  has  been  a  wituefs  j 

events  which  have  feldom    if  ever   before,  taken  place  on 

the    ftage  of  human  action,    nor    can  they   prob.ibly  ever 

happen   again.     For   who    has  before    feen  a    difciplined 

army  formed    at  once    from    fuch  raw  mr^terials  ?      Wh« 

that  was  not  a  v/itnefs  could  imagine  that  the  moft  violent' 

^ocal  prejudices  would    ceafc   fo  foon,  and  that   men  whc 

came  from  the   different  parts   of  the   ccctincnt,.  drouglj" 

F3 
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dirpofeJ  by  the  habits  of  edociitioii  to  dcfplfe  and  qiiar* 
rel  wrh  each  other,  would  inftainly  become  but  one 
patriotic  band  of  brothers  ?  Or  who  that  was  not  on 
the  fpot,  can  trace  tlie  fteps  by  wliich  fuch  a  wonderful 
revolution  has  been  efftdled,  and  fuch  a  glorious  period 
put  to  all  our  warl.ke  toils  ? 

It    is  unlverfally    acknowledged,  that    tlie   enlarged 
profpe^is  of  happlnefs,  opened  by  the  confirmation  of  our 
independence    and  fovereignty,  almoft    exceed  the    power 
of  defcription  :  and   fliall   not    the   brave  men  who    have 
contributed  fo  eflentially  to  thefe  ineftimable  acqulluions, 
retiring  victorious    from    the    field  of  war  to  the  field    of 
agriculture,    participate    in  all  the  bleflings   which   have 
been   obtained  ?     In    fuch  a    republic,  who    will   exclude 
them  from  the  rights   of  citizens,   and  the  fruits   of  their 
labours  ?     In   fuch  a   country,  fo   happily    circumllanced, 
the  purfuits  of  commerce,   and  the  cultivation  of  the  foil, 
will  unfold  to  induftry  the  certain  road  to  competence.— 
To  thofe  hafdy    foldiers  who    arc   actuated  by  the   fpirit 
•f  adventure,   the  fifheries   will  aflbrd  atnple   and    profita- 
ble   employment :  and   the    extenlive  and  fertile   regions 
of  the  Wcfl,  will  yield  a  moft  happy  afylum  to  thofe  who, 
fond   of  domeftic    enjoyment,  are    feeking  perfonal  inde- 
pendence.    Nor  is    it  pofTible    to  conceive    that  any  one 
ef  the  United    States  will  prefer  a  national   bankruptcy, 
and  the  dilTolution   of  the    union,  to   a  compliance  with 
the  requifitions  of  Congrefs,  and  the  payment   of  its  jufl 
debts  ;  fo  that  the  officers  and  foldiers  may  exped  confi-, 
dcrable  afiiflance,  in  recommencing    their-  ciyil    occupa- 


FAREWELL   ADDRESS.  6? 

tionSt     fiOm   the   funis     due    to    them   from   the   public, 
nvhich  mud  and    will  moll   inevitably  be   paid. 

In  order  to  e5ec\  this  defirable  purpofe,  and  remove 
the  prejudices    which    m^y    have    takm    poffffrinn    of  the 
niinds    of    any    of  the    good  people    of  the   Rates,  it    is 
earnedly    r?co  nmended    to     all    the    troops,     that    with 
{Irong  attachment    to  ti.e    union,  they  (liould    carry    w'ltli 
them  into  civil  foci^ty,  the  nno:l  conciliating  difpofitions, 
and  t!iar  they  fliouli  prove  themfelves   not    lefs  virtuous 
and    ufcful    as    c'tizens,  than  they   have   been    vlclorious 
as  foldiers.     What  thon^-h  there   {liould  be  f<mie   envious 
individuals,  who  are  unwilling  to    pay  the  debt    the  pub- 
lic has  contradlcd,  or  to  yield  the    tribute   due   to  merit, 
yet,  ht  fuch  unworthy  trtrat.nent    produce    no    invciTtive, 
or  any  inf^ance  of  intem;-.erate  conduft.      Let  it  be  remeir- 
bered,  that    the    unbiafled    voice  of  the    free    citizens  of 
the  United  States,  h  is  proaiifed  the  jufl  reward,  and  given 
the  merited  applaufe.     Let  it    be  known  and   remember-: 
cd,   that  the    reputation  of  the  federal  armies  is  eftablifh- 
cd  beyond  the  reach  of  malevolence  ;  and  let  ^  confciouf- 
nefs  of  their    atchicvmencs  and  fame,  ftill  excite  the  meu 
wiio  compolcd  them  to  honorable  ad\ions,  under   the   per- 
|j    fuafion    iliat   the  private    virtues   of  economy,  prudence 
and  indullry,  w;ll  not  he   lefs   amiable   in  civil  life,  than 
t'lie    more  fplendid    qualities  of  valour,  perfeverance,  and 
cut  rpnze  were  in  the  field.     Every  one  may  reft  alTured 
tha*    much,  very    much    of  the     future    happinefs   of  the 
officers   and  men,  will  depend  upon  the  wife  and    manly 
conduct  which  fli-iil  be   adopted  by  them,  when  they  are 
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mingled  with  the  great  bodjr  of  the  community.  Ani 
although  the  G«:ncral  has  fo  frequently  given  it  as  his 
opinion,  in  the  moll  public  and  explicit  manner,  that  un- 
lefs  the  principles  of  the  federal  government  were  pro- 
perly fupported,  and  the  powers  of  the  union  encreafcd, 
the  honor,  dignity,  and  juftice  of  the  nation  would  be 
loft  forever:  yet  he  cannot  help  repeating  on  this  occa- 
fion  fo  interefting  a  fentiment,  and  leaving  it  as  his  lafl: 
injunftion  to  every  ofiiccr  and  every  foldier  who  may  view 
the  fabjecl  in  the  fame  ferious  point  of  liglit,  to  add  his 
beft  endeavors  to  thofc  of  hU  worthy  ftllow-citizens,  to- 
wards effeding  thefe  great  and  valuable  purpofes,  on 
which  our  very  exiftence  as  a  nation  fo  materially 
depends. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  conceives  little  is  now 
wanting  to  enable  the  foldier  to  change  the  military 
charader  into  that  of  the  citizen  }  but  that  fteady,  de- 
cent tenor  of  behaviour,  which  has  generally  diftinguHTi- 
ed  not  only  the  army  under  his  immediate  command,  but 
the  different  detachments  and  armies  through  the  courfe 
of  the  war.  From  their  good  fenfe  and  prudence  h© 
anticipates  the  happieft  confequences  ;  and  while  he  con- 
gratulates them  on  the  glorious  occafion  which  renders 
their  fervices  in  the  field  no  longer  necefTary,  he  wilhcs 
to  exprefs  theiftrong  obligations  he  feels  himfclf  under 
for  the  affiftancc  he  has  received  from  every  clafs,  and 
in  eycry  inftance.  He  prefents  his  thanks  in  the  raoft 
ferious   and.  affedionate  manner,  to  the  g«ne.ral  officers. 
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as  well  for  their  councils  on  many  interefling  occaHonji, 
as  for  their  ardor  In  promoting  the  fucccls  of  the  plant 
he  had  adopted.  To  the  commandants  of  regiments  ^nd 
corps,  and  to  the  other  ofiicers  for  th  ir  zeal  and  atten- 
tion in  carrying  his  orders  promptly  into  execution — to 
th<?  ftafF  for  their  alacrity  and  exadlnefs  in  performing  the 
duties  of  their  feveral  departments  ;  %nd  to  the  non-com- 
mlffioned  officers  and  private  foldiers,  for  their  extraor- 
dinary patience  and  fuffering,  as  well  as  their  invincible 
fortitude  in  adlon.  To  the  various  branches  of  the 
army,  the  General  takes  this  laft  and  folemn  opportunity 
of  profeffing  his  inviolable  attachment  and  friendihip.— 
He  v/iPnes  more  than  bdre  prcfeliions  wtre  in  his  power, 
that  he  was  really  able  to  be  ufeful  to  them  all  in  future 
life.  He  flatters  himlelf,  however,  ihey  will  do  him  the 
juftice  to  believe  that  whatever  could  with  propriety  be 
attempted  by  him,  has  been  done. 

And  being  now  to  conclude  thefe  his  hPi  public 
orders,  to  take  his  ultimate  leave  in  a  fhort  time  of  the 
military  chara;!]ler,  and  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  armies 
he  has  fo  long  had  the  honor  to  comm.and,  he  can  only 
again  offer  in  their  behalf,  his  recommendations  to  their 
grateful  country,  and  his  prayers  to  the  God  of  armies. 
May  ample  juflice  be  done  them  here,  and  may-  the 
choceft  of  Heaven's  favors,  both  here  and  hereafter 
attend  thofe,  who  under  the  divine  aufpices,  h^ve  fecur- 
ed  innum'^r-ible  bleflings  for  others.  Witli  thefe  wifhes, 
and  this   bcnedidion,  the  Commander  in    Chief  is    about- 


64  THE    ANSWER     TO 

to  retire  from  fervlce.  The  curtain  of  fcparatlon  wilf 
foon  be  drawn,  and  the  military  fcene  to  him  will  be 
dofed  forever. 


.*•- 
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E  the  officers  of  the  part  of  the  army  re- 
xnaining  on  the  banks  ©f  the  Hudfon,  have  received 
your  Excellency's  fcrious  and  farewell  Addrefs  to  the 
armies  of  the  United  States.  We  beg  you  to  accept 
our  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  communication,  and  your 
afFeftionate  afliarances  of  inviolable  attachment  and  friend- 
fhip.  If  your  attempts  to  enfure  to  the  armies  the  jufl, 
the  promifed  rewards,  of  their  long,  fevere,  and  danger- 
ous fervices,  have  failed  of  fuccefs,  we  believe  it  has 
arifen  from  caufes  not  in  your  Excellency's  power  to 
controul.  With  extreme  regret  do  we  reflc6t  on  the  oc- 
cafion  which  called  for  fuch  endeavors.  But  while  we 
thank  your  Excellency  for  thefe  exertions  in  favor  of  the 
troops  you  have  fo  fuccefsfuUy  commanded,  we  pray  it 
may  be  believed,  that  in  this  fentiment  our  own  particu- 
lar interefts  have  but  a  fecondary  place  ;  and  that  even 
the  ultimate  ingratitude  of  the  people  (were  that  pofKble) 
could  net  fhake  the  patriotifm  ot  thofc  who  fuffer  by  \U 
Still  with  plcafiog  wonder  and  grateful  joy  fhall  we  con- 
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template  the  glorious  couclunon  of  our  lalours.  To  that 
merit  in  t!*e  revolution  -whicl;,  under  the  aufpices  of 
Heaven,  the  armies  have  difplayed,  pofterity  v/lll  do 
judice  ;  and  the  fons  wUl  blufh  whofe  fathers  were 
their  foes. 

Most  gladly  would  we  cafl  a  veil  on  every  aft 
"which  fullies  the  reputation  of  our  country— never  (liould 
the  page  of  hiftory  be  ftained  with  its  difhonor— even 
from  our  memories  fhould  the  idea  be  erafed.  We  la- 
ment the  oppofition  to  thofe  falutary  meafures  which  the 
wifdom  of  the  union  has  planned  ;  meafures  which  alone 
can  recover  and  fix  on  a  permanent  bafis  the  credit  of 
the  ftates  ;  meafures  which  are  eirentlal  to  the  jufiice,  the 
honor,  and  interefl  of  the  nation.  While  fhe  was  giving 
the  nobleft  proofs  of  magnanimity,  with  confcioas  pride 
v/e  faw  her  growing  fame  ;  and,  regardlefs  of  prefent 
fufFerings,  we  looked  forward  to  the  end  of  our  toils  and 
dangers,  to  brighter  fcen»es  in  profpeifl.  Tliere  we  be- 
held the  genius  of  our  country  dignified  by  forereignty 
and  independence,  fupported  by  juftice,  and  adorned 
with  every  liberal  virtue.  There  we  faw  patient  huf- 
bandry  fearlefs  extend  her  cultured  fields,  and  animated 
^  commerce  fpread  her  fails  to  every  v/ind.  There  we  be- 
held fair  fciencc  lift  her  head,  with  all  the  arts  attending 
in  her  train.  There,  bleft  with  freedom,  wc  faw  the 
human  mind  expand  ;  and,  throwing  afide  the  reflraints 
which  confined  it  to  the  narrow  bounds  of  country,  it 
embraced  the  world.     Such  were  our   fond  hopes,  and 
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Y/hh  fucli  clcllglitful  profpeRs  did  tliey  prefent  us.  Nor 
are  we  difappninttd.  Thofc  a'li mating  profpedls  are  now 
changed  and  clian;>ing'  to  »e.Jities ;  and  adivtly  to  have 
contributed  to  their  produtflion  is  our  j  ride,  our  i,lory.— 
But  juftlce  alone  can  give  them  liability.  In  that 
juflice  wc  flill  believe.  Still  we  hope  that  the  prejudices 
ef  the  iTiifinformed  will  be  removed,  and  the  arts  of 
falfe  and  ftlillli  popularity,  addrefled  to  thp  ftcllngs  of 
avarice,  defeated  :  or,  in  the  worfl  event,  the  world^ 
"we  hope,  will  make  the  juft  di{t:n<ftion  :  we  trufi  the 
difingenuoufnefs  of  a  few  will  not  fully  the  reputation, 
the  honor,  and  dignity,  of  the  great  and  rcfpe<5lable 
majority  of  the  flates. 

We  are  happy  in  the  opportunity  jufl:  prefentcd 
of  congratulating  your  Excellency  on  the  certain  con- 
clufion  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  Relieved  at 
length  from  long  fufpenfc,  our  warmeft  wifi)  is  to  return 
to  the  bofom  of  our  country,  to  refume  the  chara£^er  of 
citizens  ;  and  it  will  be  cur  higheft  ambition  to  become 
lifeful  ones.  To  your  Excellency  this  great  event  inuft 
be  peculiarly  plesfing  :  for  while  at  the  head  of  her  ar- 
mies, urged  by  patriot  virtues  and  magnanimity,  you  per- 
fcvered,  under  the  preflure  of  every  poflible  d.fEculty  and 
difcouragement,  in  the  purfuit  of  the  great  objeds  of 
the  war — the  freedom  ar.d  fafety  of  your  country  ;— 
your  heart  panted  for  the  tranquil  enjoyments  of  peace. 
We  cordially  rejoice  with  )0U  tlia.t  the  period  of  in- 
dulging them  has  arrived  fo  fcon.  In  contemplating 
the  bleUings  of  Ubeny  and  iiiucptiidciitc,   the  rich  prize 
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of  eight  years  hard  adventure,  part  fufferings  will  be  for- 
gotten ;  or  if  remembered,  the  recoUedtion  will  feive  to 
heighten  the  relifli  of  preient  happlnefs.  We  CmceTcly  pray 
God  this  happinefs  may  long  be  your's  j  and  that  whea  you 
quit  the  ftage  of  Ijuman  life,  you  may  receive  from  the 
unerring  Judge,  the  rewards  of  valor  exerted  to  fave  the 
opprelled,  of  patriotifm,  and  difuiterefled  virtue. 


ADDRESS 

OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  CONGRESS, 
ON  RESIGNING  HIS  MILITARY  COxMMiS- 
SIGN. 

December  23,  I783« 

Jfi?.    PRESIDEKf, 

JL  H  E  great  events  on  which  my  refignation  dc 
pended  having  at  length  taken  place,  1  have  now  the  ho- 
nor of  offering  my  fin  cere  congratulations  to  Congrefs,  and 
of  prefenting  myfelf  before  them,  to  iurrender  into  their 
hands  itjs  trufl:  t  ommitted  to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indul- 
gence of  retiring  Irom  the  fervice  of  my  country. 

Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and 
fovereignty,  and  pleafed  whh  the  opportunity  afforded  the 
United  States,   of  becoming  a  refpedable   nation,  I  refiga 
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witlifarisfaf^lon  tlie  appointment  T  accepted  with  diflldence 
—  a  diffidence  in  my  abilities  to  'ticcomplifli  fo  arduous  a 
ta(k  ;  which  however  was  fupercedeil  by  a  confidence  in  th« 
rccfliiiidc  of  our  caufe,  the  fuf  port  of  the  fupremc  power  of 
the  union,  and  the  patronage  of  Heaven. 

The  fuccefsful  termination  of  the  war  haJ  verified 
the  mod  fanguine  expedlations  ;  and  my  gratitude  for  the 
jnterpofition  of  Providence,  and  the  alliflance  I  have  receiv- 
ed from  my  countrymen,  increafes  with  every  review  of  the 
jmomenlous  conteft. 

While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  army  in  gene- 
ral,  I  fliould  do  injuftice  to  my  own  feeh'ngs  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  this  place,  the  peculiar  fervices  and  diftin- 
giiiflied  merits  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  attached  to 
my  perlon  during  the  war.  It  was  impoflible  the  .choice  of 
confidential  officers  to  compofe  my  family  fliould  have  been 
more  fortunate.  Permit  me,  fir,  to  recommend  in  par- 
ticular, ihofe  who  have  continued  in  the  fervice  to  the 
prefent  moment,  as  worthy  of  the  favorable  notice  and  pa- 
tronage of  Congrefs, 

I  CONSIDER  it  an  indifpenHble  duly  to  clofe  this 
lad  aa  of  my  official  life  by  commending  the  interefts  of 
our  dearefl  country  to  the  proteaion  of  Almighty  God, 
and  ibole  who  have  the  fuperintendance  of  them  to  his 
holy  keeping. 

■'       Having    now    finlfiied     the    work    affigned    me,    I 
retire  from  the  great  theatie  qf  aaion,  and  bidding  an  affec- 
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tloiiate  farewell  to  this  augud  body,  under  wbofe  orders 
I  have  fo  long  aded,  I  here  offer  my  comn)I(rion,  and 
take  my  Itave  of  all  ihe  employments  of  public  life. 


rUE  ANSWEK. 

S 1 R, 
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H  E  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled 
receive,  with  emotions  too  affeding  for  utterance,  the  folemn 
refignaiion  of  the  authorities  under  which  you  have  led  their 
troops  with  fuccefs  through  a  perilous  and  a  doubtful  war. — 
Called  upon  by  your  country  to  deftnd  its  invaded  rights, 
you  accejtied  the  facred  charge,  before  it  had  formed  alli- 
ances, and  v/hiiil  it  was  without  funds  or  a  goverrA-nent  to 
apport  you.  You  have  conducted  the  great  military  contelt 
with  wii'dom  and  fortitude,  invariably  regarding  the  rights 
of  the  civil  power  through  all  difalters  and  changes.  You 
have,  by  the  love  and  confidence  of  your  fellow-citizen:, 
enabled  them  to  difjilay  their  martial  genius,  and  tranfmit 
th.eir  fame  to  poAeriiy,  You  have  perfevered,  till  thefa 
United  States,  aided  by  a  magnanimous  king  and  nation, 
have  been  enabledj  under  a  jufl  Providence,  to  clofe  the 
war  in  freedom,  fafety  and  independence  ;  on  which  happy 
event  we  fincerely  join  you   in  copgraiulaticns. 

Having  defended  the  Aandard  of  liberty  in  thisne^v 
world  :  having  taught,  a  leifon  ufeful  to  thofe  who  inlvi£l 
and  to  thofe  who  feel  opprefiion,  you  retire  from  the  great 
cUeaire  of  adion,  with  the  blellings  of  your  fellow-citizens-— 
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but  the  glory  of  your  vrrtues  wiil  not  terminate  with  your 
military  command  ;  it  will  continue  to  animate  remoteft 
a^es. 

We  feel    with   you   our    obligations  to   the    army    in 

general,    and    will   particula.ly    charge   ourrdvcs    with    the 

intercfls   of  thofe   confidential    ofRcers,  who  have   attended 

your  perfon   to  this  affedllng  momcntt 

■«• 

We  join   you   in    commending    the    interefl   of   our 

dearefl   country   to   the    proted^ion    of  Almighty    God,  be- 

fceching  him  to  difpole  the  heartg  and  minds  of  its  citizens, 

to  improve  the  opportunity    afforded    them,  of  becoming  a 

happy  and   refpeiJlable   nation.     And  for  you  we  addrefs  to 

him    our   earn^fl:   prayer?,  that    a   life   (o  beloved,  may  be 

foilered  with  all  his  care  :  that  your  days  may  be  happy  as 

they  have  been  illunrlous  ;  and  that  be  will   finally  givtJ  you 

that  reward  which  this  v;cr]d  cannot  give. 


■  <S^' 


INAUGURAL  SPEECH 

OF  PRESIDENT  WASHIArOTON  TO  COl^GR'E.SS, 

April    30,   17S9. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  Houfe  of  Beprefentatives, 


J\: 


.MONG  the  viciffitudes  incident  to  life,  no 
event  couM  have  filled  me  with  greater  anxieties,  than  that 
of  which  the  notifKation  was  tranfmiued  by  your  order,  and 
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receh'cd  on  the  14th  day  or"  the  prefent  month.  On  the 
one  hand  I  was  funiuioned  by  my  country,  whofe  voice  I 
can  never  hear  but  with  veneration  and  love,  from  a  retreat 
which  I  had  clioren  with  the  fondefl  prediledion,  and  in  m/ 
flatteihig  hopgs,  wiih  an  immutable  decifion,  as  the  afylum 
of  my  declining  years  ;  a  retreat  which  was  rendered  every 
day  more  neceiTary  as  well  as  more  dear  to  me,  by  the  addi- 
tion cf  habit  to  inclination,  and  of  frequent  interruptions 
in  my  health  to  the  gradual  walle  committed  on  it  by  lirae.— 
On  the  other  hand,  the  magnitude  and  difficulty  of  the  trufl: 
to  which  the  voice  of  my  country  called  me,  being  fuiBcienc 
to  awaken  in  thewifelland  mofl  experienced  of  her  citizens, 
a  diftrufiiful  fcrutiny  into  his  qualifications,  could  not  but 
overwhelm* with  d^ifpondence,  one,  who,  inheriting  inferior 
endowments  from  nature,  and  unprrt«Sllfed  in  the  duiies  of 
civil  adminin.ration.  ougl;t  to  be  peculiarly  conlcious  of  his 
own  deficiencies.  li\  this  confiiA  of  emotioiis,  all  I  dare 
aver,  is^  that  it  has  been  my  faitliful  iludy  to  coliedi  my  duty 
from  a  juil  appreclaiion  of  every  circumfl:ance«  by  which  it 
might  be  afFecled.  All  I  dare  hope,  is,  that,  if  in  executing 
this  tafl:,  1  have  been  too  much  fwayed  by  a  grateful  re- 
membrance of  former  inflances,  or  ey  an  atfcciionatt  {tnfi' 
bility  to  this  tranfcendant  proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fel- 
low-cittzens  ;  and  have  thence  too  little  confulted  my  inca- 
pacity as  well  as  difincllnation,  for  the  weighty  and  uniii:d 
cares  before  me  ;  my  error  will  be  palliated  by  the  motives 
which  milled  me,  and  its  confequences  be  judged  by  my 
country,  with  fi3me  llure  of  the  pariialiiy  in  wliicli  il.ty 
origirated. 

O  3 


/ 
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Such  being  the   iniprt-ilions  under   which  I   have,  in 
©bedience  to  the  public  fum..)(.ns  repaired  to  rhe  prefent  fta- 
tion  ;  it   would  be  peculiaily    iiTproper  to  omit    in  rhis  tirft 
cfficial  aa,   my  fervent  fupplicdiions  to  that  Almighty  Being 
WHO  rules  over  the  uuiverfe  :  v/!io  prefides    in  the    councils  of 
nations,  and    uhole  providential  aids  can   Uipply    every  hu- 
man defect,  that  his  benediction  may  confecrate  lo  the  liber- 
ties  and  hcipplnefs  of  the   people   of  the  United   Stares,    a 
government  inflituted  by   tbemfelves  for  thefe   cfrenii.I  pur- 
pofes ;  and  m^y  enable    every  infliumeni  employed  in   its 
adminiOraiijn,  to  execute  with  fuccefs,  the  fundions  allot- 
ted to  his  charge.     In    tendering  this  homage    to  the  great 
author  of  every  public  and    private   good,   I    afTure  myfclf 
that  it  exprefles  join  fentiments  not  lefs  than  my  own  ;  nor 
thofe  of  my  fellow-cinz-na  at  large,  Icfs   than  either.     No 
people  can  be  bound  to  acknowledge  and  adore  the  invisible 
hand,   which    ^ondnfls    the  afFciirs  of  men,  more    than    the 
people  of  the  United  States.      Every  ftep  by  which  they  have 
advanced  to  the  charader  of  an  independent  nation,  feems 
to  have  been    *dininguiflied  by   fome    token  of  providential 
agency.     And  in  the  important  revolution  juft  accompliflied 
in  the  fyftem  of  their  united  government,  the  tranquil  delibe- 
ration, and  voluntary  confent    of  fo  many  diftincl  commu- 
nities,  from  which  the  event  has  refulted,  cannot  be  com- 
pared with    the  means  by    which    mofl  governments  have 
been  eftabliflied,    without    fome    return  of    pious  gratitude 
along  with  an  humble  anticipation  of    the   future  bleflings 
which  the  paft  feem     to  prefage.        Thefe  reflecflions  arif- 
jng  out     of  tie  prefent  crifis.    have  forced    themfelves  too 
O.rcng^y  on  mjoiind  to  be  rupprefTed.     You  will  join  with. 
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r-'ir,  I  truft,  in  thinkin^^-  that  tberf:  nre  none  unrlcr  the 
influence  of  which,  the  procrcdlnj.  s  of  a  new  aiid  free 
government  tan  more  aufp;cloully  conmunce. 

By  the  article  ertablilhinc^  the  executive  department, 
it  is  made  the  duty    of  the  Prcfidtnt  to    "  recommend  to 
your  tonfidcration,  fuch  meafures  as  he'lL-ill  jud'_^e  nectf- 
fary  and    exped  en^."     The    circum{lanccs    undt-r    which 
I  now  meet  you,  will  Hcqu't  mc  from   entering    into  tha 
fubjeft,   fartlier   than  to   refer  to  the  great  conllitutional 
charter  under  v/hich    you    are    affembled,  and    which,  in 
dtfinmg  your  powers,  defijnhtt^s  the  objcdsto  which  year 
attention  is  to  be  given.      It  will  be  more  cenilftent  with 
thofe    tircumftances,    and    far    n^ore  con^-enial    with    the 
feelings    which  aduatc   me,  to    fubflitute,  in  place    of  a 
recommendation   of  particular  meafurcs,  the  tribute  that 
is  due  to    the  t. dents,     the   rei^udt,  and    the  patriotirm 
which    adorn    tlic  characters   f  It  Cted  to  devife  and    adopt 
them.      In    thofe    honorable  qualifications,   I    beheld   the 
fureR  pledges,  that  as  on  one  fide   no  local  prejudices,  or 
attachments — no    feparate    views,   no    party    animofities, 
■will   mifdircCl    the  ccmprehenfive   and   equal    eye    wh.ich 
ought  to  watch    over  this    great  afTenibiage    of  commual- 
ties  and  interefts  ;  fo,  on  the    other,  that  the  foundations 
of  our  national  policy  will  be  laid  in  the    pure  and  immu- 
table principles  of  private  morality  j  and  the  pre-eminence 
of  free  government,  be    exemplified  by    all  the  attributes 
•which  can  win  the  afFeaions  of  its  citizens,  and  command 
the  refpeft  of  the  world— I  dwell    on  this    profpea    with 
tvery  fatlsfa£lion  which    an    ardent  love  of  my   country 
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can  infpirf.  Since  there  Is  no  iruth  more  thorougbly  ef- 
tablifhed,  than  th^it  there  exifls  In  the  economy  and  courfe 
of  nature,  an  indlfToluble  union  between  virtue  and  hap- 
pinefs  ;  between  duty  and  advantage,  b.  twcen  genuine 
maxims  of  an  honeft  and  magnanimous  policy,  and  the 
folid  rewards  of  public  profperity  and  felicity.  Since  we 
ought  to  be  no  l-jfs  perfuaded  that  the  propitious  fmiles  of 
Heaven,  can  never  be  expelled  on  a  nation  that  difregards 
the  eternal  rules  of  order  and  right,  which  Heaven  itfelf 
has  ordained.  And  fince  the  prefervation  of  the  facred 
fire  of  liberty,  and  the  deftiny  of  the  republican  model 
of  government,  are  juftly  confidered  as  deeply,  perhaps  as 
finally  flaked  on  the  experiment  entrufted  to  the  hands  of 
the  American  people* 

Besides  the  ordinary  objedls  fubmitted  to  your 
care,  it  will  remain  with  your  judgment  to  decide,  how 
far  an  exercife  of  the  occafional  power  delegated  by  the 
fifth  article  of  the  conftitution  is  rendered  expedient  at 
the  prefent  jundlure  by  the  nature  of  objetElions  which 
have  been  urged  againfl:  the  fyftem,  or  by  the  degree  of 
inquietude  which  has  given  birth  to  them. 

Instead  of  undertaking  particular  recommenda- 
tions on  this  fubject,  in  which  I  could  be  guided  by  no 
lights  derived  from  official  opportunities,  I  fliall  again 
give  way  to  my  entire  confidence  in  your  difcernment  and 
purfuit  of  the  public  good. 

'  For  I  afilire  myfelf   that  whilft  you  carefully  avoid 
every  aUeration  which  might  endanger  the  benefits  of  an 
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united  and  efFe(ftive  government,  or  which  ought  to  await 
the  future  leflbn  of  experience  ;  a  reverence  for  the  cha- 
racteriftic  rights  of  free  men,  and  a  regard  for  the  public 
harmony,  will  fufficienily  influence^  your  deliberations  on 
the  queftion  how  far  the  former  can  be  more  impregnably 
fortified,  or  the  latter  be  fafely  and  advantagcoafly 
promoted. 

To  the  preceding  obfer^ations  I  have  one  to  add, 
which  will  be  mofl  properly  addrefTed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  it  concerns  myfclf,  and  wiM  therefore  be 
as  brief  as  poiTible. 

When  I  was  firft  honored  with  a  call  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  my  country,  then  on  the  eve  of  an  arduous  ftrug- 
gle  for  its  liberties,  the  light  in  which  I  contemplated 
iv.y  duty  required  that  I  fhould  renounce  every -pecuniary 
corrpenfation.  From  this  rcfolution  I  have  in  no  inflancc 
departed.  And  being  Itill  under  the  iniprclTions  which 
produced  it,  I  muH;  decline  as  inapplicable  to  myfelf,  any 
fiiare  in  the  perfonal  emoluments,  which  may  be  indifpen- 
fioly  concladed  in  a  permanent  provii:on  for  the  execu- 
tive department  ;  and  mud  accordingly  pray,  that  the 
pecuniary  edimates  for  the  flation  in  which  I  am  placed, 
may,    during   my  continuance  in  it,  be    limited    to    fuch 

acluitl  expenditures  as  the  public  good  ra.iy  be  thou^lil  to 
require. 

Having  thus  imparted  to  you  my  fentiments,  as 
they  have  been  awakened,  by  the  occafion  wliich  brings  us 
tDgether — I  fliall  take  my  prclent  leave  ;  bat  not  without 


76  •WASIIINGTON'S 

reforting  once  more  to  tlie  beiii-n  parent  of  the  hiimaa 
race,  in  liunibk*  rupplication,  that  fince  he  has  bten  pleat- 
ed  to  i.ivor  the  Amtiican  ptoplt  with  opportunities  for 
deliberating  in  perfed  tranquility,  and  dil|;ofitions  for 
deciding  with  unpara^Lled  unanimity  on  a  form  of  go- 
vernment, for  tlie-^recurity  of  their  union,  and  tlic  ad- 
vancenient  of  their  happinefs  ;  fo  his  bleflaig  may  be 
equally  confpicuous  in  the  enlarged  views,  the  temperate 
confultations,  and  the  wife  meafures  on  v^hich  the  fuccefs 
i»f  this  government  niuft  depend.  iM 


VJLEDICJORT  JDDRESS 

OF  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON,  TO  THE  PEO- 
PLE OF  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

Friends  and  Fdlow-Citizensy 

X  H  E  period  for  a  new  eleftion  of  a  citizen, 
to  adminifter  the  executive  government  of  the  United 
States  being  not  far  diftant,  «ind  the  time  adlually  arriv- 
ed when  your  thoughts  rauft  be  employed  in  dlOgnating  the 
perfon,  who  is  to  be  cioathed  with  that  important  trtifl, 
it  appears  to  me  proper,  efpecialiy  as  it  may  conduce  to  a 
more  diftincl  exprclFion  of  the  public  voice,  that  I  Ihould 
now  apprife  you  of  the  refolution  I  have  formed,  to  de- 
cline being  confidered  among  the  number  of  thofc  out  cf 
whom  a  choice  is  to  be  made. 


\ 
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I  BEG  you  at  the  lame  time  to  do  me  the  juftice  to 
be  afTured,  that  tlils  rcfolution  has  not  been  taken,  with- 
out a  r.rl(fl  regard  to  all  the  conilderations  appertaining  to 
the  reUtioM  wkich  binds  a  dutiful  citizen  to  his  country; 
and  that  in  withdrawing  the  tender  of  fervice  which 
filence  in  my  fituation  will  imply,  I  am  influenced  by  no 
diminution  of  zeal  for  your  future  intereft  ;  no  deficien- 
cy of  grateful  refpecl  for  your  pall  kindnef?  ;  but  ani 
fnpporttd  by  a  full  convi£tlon,  that  the  flcp  is  co/ripatible 
^  'with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continuance  liithertc,  in 
Vue  office  to  which  your  fuffrages  has  twice  called  me, 
have  been  an  uniform  facriiice  of  inclinition  to  the  opi- 
nion of  duty,  and  to  a  deference  for  what  appeared  to  be 
your  defire.  I  conflanily  hoped  ihat  it  would  have  been 
much  earlier  in  my  power,  conlirtendy  with  motives, 
which  I  Vy"as  not  at  liberty  to  dlHegard,  to  return  to  that  re- 
tirement from  which  I  had  been  xeludantly  drawn.  The 
flrength  of  jny  inclination  to  do  this,  previous  to  the 
lall  election,  had  even  led  to  the  preparation  of  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  declare  it  to  you  j  but  mature  refi  xlon  on  ti>e 
then  perplexed  and  crlticpJ  por.ure  of  our  rvtlii.rs  with 
foreign  nations,  and  the  unanimous  advice  oi:'  perfons 
entitled  to  my  confidence,  impelled  me  to  abandon  the 
idea* 

I  REJOICE  that  the  flate  of  your  concerns,  exter- 
nal as  well  as  internal,  no  longer  renders  the  puifuit  of 
inclination  incompatible   with   the    fentmicnt  of  duty  or 


c 
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propriety  :  and  am  pcrfHaded  v/liatcver  partiality  may  b 
retained  for  my  fervices,  that  In  the  prefent  circumnancei 
of  our  country,  you  -will  not  difapprove  of  my  determi- 
nation to  retire. 

The  imprejGTions  with  which  I  firft  undertook  the 
arduous  trult,  were  explainiSd  on  the  proper  occafion.— 
In  the  difcharge  of  this  truft  I  will  only  fay,  that  I  have 
\pith  good  intentions  contributed  towards  the  organiza- 
tion and  adminiftration  of  the  government,  the  belt  exer-'^ 
tions  of  which  a  very  fallible  judgment  was  capable.— 
Not  unconfcious,  in  the  out-let,  of  the  inferiority  of 
any  qualifications,  experience  m  my  own  eyes,  perhaps 
flill  more  in  the  eyes  of  others,  has  llrengthened  the 
motives  to  diffidence  of  myfelf ;  and  every  day  the  en- 
creafing  weight  of  years  admonilhes  me  more  and  more, 
that  the  ihade  of  retirement  is  as  necefFary  to  me  as  it 
will  be  welcome.  Saiisfied  that  if  any  circumftances  have 
given  peculiar  value  to  my  fervices,  they  were  tempora- 
ry, 1  have  the  confolation  to. believe,  tiiat  while  choice 
and  prudence  invite  me  to  quit  the  political  fccne,  pa- 
triotiiin  does  not  forbid  it. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment  which  is  iatended 
to  teni)inate  the  career  of  my  public  life,  my  feelings  do 
not  pern.it  me  to  fufpend  the  deep  acknowledgment  of 
that  debt  of  gratitude  which  I  owe  to  my  beloved  coun-' 
try,  for  the  many  honors  it  has  conferred  upon  me  j  ftill 
more  for  the  fleadfafl:  confidence  with  which  it  has  fup, 
porttid  inc ;  and  for  the  opportunities  I  have  thence  en- 
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joyed  of  manifefting   my    inviolable    attachment,  by  {cr~ 
vices   faithful     and     perfevering,    though    in     ufeful-.u-fs 
unequal   to  my   zeal.     If  benefits    have  refulted  to   our 
country  from  thefe  fervices,  let   it  always  be   remember- 
ed to    your  praife,  and    as   an  inftrualve  example    in  our 
annals,  that   under  circumftances  in    which   the   pafTions 
agitated  in  every    diredion,  were  liable  to  miilcad  amidft 
appearances   fometimes    dubious — viciflitudes    of  fortune 
often  difcou raging— in  fituations  in  which  not  unfrequent- 
ly   want   of  fuccefs  has  countenanced    the  fpirit  of  criti- 
cifm— the   conflancy    of    your  fupport    was  the    efTential 
prop    of  the    efforts,  and    a    guarantee    of  the   plans  by 
which  they  were   eiFeaed.     Profoundly   penetrated   with 
this  idea,  I  fhall  carry  it  with  me  to  my  grave,  as  a  flron»- 
incitement  to  unceafing  wiHies,  that  Heaven  may  conti- 
nue   to  you  the    choiceft  tokens  of  its   beneficence— that 
your  union  and  brotherly  affeaion  may  be  perpetual— that 
the  free  conftitution,  which  is  the   work   of  your   hands 
may  be  facredly  maintained— that  its  adminiftration  in  eve- 
ry  department  may  be  ftamped  with  wifdom    and  virtue^ 
that  in  fine,  the  happinefs  of  the  pt-ople   of  thefe    ftates 
under  the  aufpices   of  liberty,  may  be  made  complete,  by 
fo  careful   a  prefervation    and  fo    prudent   a  ufe   of  this 
bleffing,  as  will  acquire  to  them  the  glory  of  recom.ncnd- 
ing  it  to  the  applaufe,  the  affe^loa,  and   the  adoption  of 
every  nation  wiiich  is  yet  a  Trranger  to  it. 

Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  flop.     But  a  folicitudc 
for  your    welfare,  which   cannot  end  but  wltii   my  life, 
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and    the  apprchenfion  of  danger,  natural    to    that   foHci- 
tuJc,  urge   me,  on  an   occafion  like  the   pref^nt,  to  offer 
to  your  folemn  contemplation,  and  to  recommend  to  your 
frequent  review,  fome  fcntiments,  which  are  the  rcfult  of 
much    reflexion,    of    no    incoiifiderable   obftrvation,  and 
•which  appear  to    me  all  important  to    the   permanency  of 
your  felicity  as  a   people.     Thefe  will  be    offered    to  you 
•with  the  more  freedom,  as  you  can    only  fee  in  them   the 
difurerefted  warnings    of  a  parting  friend,  who  can    pof- 
fibly  have  no  perfonal    motive  to   bias  his    counfel.      Nor 
can  I  forget,  as  an  encouragement  to    it,  your  indulgent 
reception  of  my  fentiments  on  a  former  and  not  diffimilar 
occafion. 

Interwoven  as   is  the  love  of  liberty  with  every     Ji 
ligament  of  your  hearts,  no    recommendation  of  mine   is 
Xieccflary  to  fortify  or  confirm  the  attachment. 

The   unity   of  government,  which   conftitutes  you 
one  people,  is  alio  now    dear  to  you.     It  is  jullly  fo  ;  for 
it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  your  real  mdepcndence  ; 
the   fupport    of  your    tranquility    at  hon)e  j  your   peace 
abroad  j  of  your    fafety,    of    your    profpcrity  j    of  that 
Tery  liberty  which  you  io  highly  prize.     But  as  it  is  cafy 
to  forelee,  that   iiom  dificrtnt  caufes  and    from  different 
quarters,  much  pains   will   be   taken,  many    artifices  em- 
ployed to  weaken    in  your  minds  the    convidion    of  this 
truth.     As    this    is   the    i-omt  in    your  political  fcrtrefi, 
againft  which  the  latteries  of  internal  and  external  ene^ 
Eiics  will  be  moll  conflantly  and  aaivcly    (though  oft€J> 
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covertly  and  Infidioufly)  direcflc^d,  it  Is  of  infinite  moment, 
that  you  fiiould  properly  eRimate  the  immenfe  value  of 
your  national  union,  to  your  colIe(nive  and  individual 
happinels ;  that  you  (hould  cherifh  a  cordial,  habitual, 
and  immovable  attachment  to  it  ;  acculloming  yourfelvcs 
to  think  and  fpeak  of  it  as  of  the  palladium  of  your  po- 
litical fafety  and  profperity,  watching  for  its  prcfervation 
with  jealous  anxiety  ;  difcountenancing  whatever  may 
fugged  even  a  rufpicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  aban- 
doned ;  and  indignantly  frowning  upon  the  firft  dawning 
of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country 
•from  the  red,  or  to  enfeeble  the  facred  ties  which  now 
link  together  the  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  fympathy 
end  intered.  Citizens  by  birth  or  choice,  of  a  common 
country,  that  country  has  a  right  to  concentrate  your  af- 
feOions.  The  name  of  A:vIf:rican,  which  belongs  to 
you  in  your  national  capacity,  mud  alvvays  exalt  the  jufr 
pride  of  patrioiifm,  more  than  any  uppelation  derived 
from  local  difcriminatlons.  With  flight  fliades  of  diifcr- 
ence,  you  have  the  fame  religion,  manners,  habits,  and 
political  principles.  You  have  in  a  common  caufe  fought 
and  triumphed  together  ;  the  independence  and  liberty 
you  poikfs,  are  the  work  of  joint  councils,  and  joint  ef- 
forts of  common  dangers,  fuITcrings  and  fucceflcs. 

But  thefe  confiderations",  however  powerfully  they 
addrefs  themfelves  to  your  fenfibility,  are  greatly  cut- 
weighed  by  thofe    which  apply  more  immediately    to  your 
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intereft.  Here  every  portion  of  our  country  finds  the. 
moft  commanding  motives  for  carefully  guarding  and 
prefervingthe  union  of  the  whole. 

The  north,  in  an  unredrained    intercourfe  with  the 
fouth,  protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a  common  government, 
£nds    in  tlie   produftions  of  the    latter,   great   additional 
rcfources    of    msritime    and   commercial    enterprize    and 
precious  materials  of  manufatfluring  induftry.     The  fouth 
in  the   fame  intercourfe,  benefiting   by  the  agency  of  the 
north,  fees  its  agriculture  grow  and  its  commerce  expand. 
Turning  partly  into  its  own    channels  the   Teamen    of  the 
north,  it  finds  its  particular  navigation  invigorated— and 
T/hi!e    it  contributes,   in    difft-rent    ways,  to    nour-ifli   and 
increafe  the  general    mafs  of  the   national  navigation,  it 
looks  forward    to  the  proted/tion   of  a    tnaritime  flrength, 
to  Vt'hich  itfclf  is  unequally    adapted.     The    eaft,  in  like 
intercourfe  with  the   weft,   already  finds,    and  in  the  pro» 
greflive    iinprovcinent    of    interior     communications,  by 
land  and  water,  will    more  and  more  find  a  valuable  vent 
for  the  commodities  which   it  brings  from  abroad,  or  ma- 
nufa£lures  at  home.     The  weft  derives  from  the  eaft   fup- 
plies  rcquifite    to    its  growth    and    comfort — and   what  is 
perhaps  of  iTiU  greater  confequence,  it  muft   of  neceffity 
owe  the  fscure  enioyment  of  indirpenfible  outlets  for  its 
own  produaions  to  the  weight,  influence,,  and  the  future 
iriaritlme  flrength  of  the  Atlantic  fide    of  the  union,    di- 
reaedby  an  indiffoluble   community  of  intereft  as  one  na-? 
lion.     Any  other  tenure  by  which  the   weft  can  hold  this 
eUcBtial  advantage,  whether  derived  from  its  own  feparatc 
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ftreng^h,  or  from  an   apoilate    and    unnatural    Lonneclloii 
wiih  any  foreign  power  muft  be  intrinftciiiny   preciirious. 

While    then  every  part    of  our    cauntry  tlius  feelj 

an    immediate    and  particular    Intereil    in    union,  all  th^ 

parties  conibined  cannot  fail  to  find    in  the    united  maO 

of  means   and  efforts,  greater  ftrength,  grcp.ter   refourcc, 

proportionably    greater   fecurily    from  external   danger,  a 

lefs  frequent  interruption  of  their  peace  by  foreign  nations  ; 

and  what  is  cf    ineltimabie   value  thty    mud    derive  from 

union  an  exemption  from    thofe  broils  and  wars  between 

thcmfelves  which  fo  frecuentiv  affli<ft    neij^hborin^    coun- 

tries,  not  tied  together  by    the  fame  government  ;  which 

t 
their  own  rivalfbips  alone  would  be    fufficient  to  produce, 

but  wiilch  oppoiue  foreign  alliances,  attachments  and 
intrigues,  would  Simulate  and  embitter.  Hence  like- 
wife  they  will  avoid  the  neceiHty  of  thofe  overgrown 
military  eflabliiliments,  which  under  any  form  of  govern- 
ment are  inaufpicious  lo  liberty,  and  wliich  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  particularly  hoftile  to  republican  liberty  :  In 
this  fenfc  it  is,  that  your  union  ought  to  be  conOderedas  a 
main  prop  of  your  liberty,  and  that  the  love  ©f  the  one 
CMjght  to  endear  to  you  the  prefervation.  of  the  other* 

These  conilderatlons  fpeak    a    peYfuafive   language 
to  every    reflecting  and    virtuous    mind,  and    exhibit  the' 
continuance  of  the  union  as  a  primary  objeft  of  patriotic 
defire.     Is  there  a  doubt  whether  a  common  government 
can  embrace  fo  large  a  fphere  ?     Let  orperience  folvc  ito  - 

H3 
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To  IHlen  to  nicrc  fpeculatiou  in  fuch  a  cafe  were  crimi- 
nal. Wc  are  authorifed  to  hope  that  a  proper  organi- 
zatton  of  the  whole,  Vith  the  auxiliary  agency  of  go- 
vernments for  the  refpeftive  fubdlvifions,  wfU  ailord  a 
happy  ifiue  to  tlie  experiment.  'Tis  well  wortli  a  fair 
and  full  experiment.  With  fuch  powerful  and  obvious 
wotivesto  union,  affeding  all  parts  of  our  country,  while 
experience  fhall  not  have  demonftrated  its  imprafllcabi- 
lity,  there  will  always  be  reafon  to  diftrufl  the  patrlo- 
tifm  of  thofe,  who  in  any  quarter  may  endeavor  to  wea- 
ken its  bands. 

Iif  contemplating  the  caufes  which  may  difturb  our 
union,  it  occurs  as  a  matter  of  ferious  concern,  that  any 
ground  fhould  have  been  furniflied  for  charaflerifing 
parties  by  geographical  difcriminations — northern  and 
fouthern-^atlantic  and  weflern  :  whence  defigning  men 
may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  dif- 
ference of  local  interefts  and  views.  One  of  the  expe-^ 
dients  of  party  to  acquire  influence,  within  particular 
difiricls,  is  to  mifreprefent  the  opinions  and  aims  of  other 
diftrifls.  You  cannot  fhield  yourfelves  too  much  againft 
the  jealoufies  and  heart  burnings  which  fpring  from  thefe 
mifreprefentations  :  they  tend  to  render  alien  to  each 
other,  thofe  who  ought  to  be  bound  together  by  fraternal 
affedion.  The  inhabitants  of  our  weflern  country  have 
lately  had  a  ufeful  leflbn  on  this  head  :  they  have  feen, 
in  the  negociation  by  the  Executive,  and  in  the  unani- 
mous ratification  by  the  Senate,  of  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
and  in  the  wniverfal  fatisfa^ion  at  that  event,  throughout 
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the  XTnited  States,  a  decifive  proof  how  unfounaed  were 
the  iulpicions  propagated  among  them  of  a  policy  in  the 
general  govcrnmenr,  and  in  the  Atlantic  flates,  unfriend- 
ly to  their  interefts  in  regard  to  the  Mifliflppi  :  they  have 
been  vvitncfTes  to  the  formation  of  two  treaties,  that  with 
Great-Britain  and  that  with  Spain,  which  fecure  to  thena 
every  thing  they  could  defire,  in  refpecl  to  our  foreign 
relations,  towards  ccnfirm'ng  their  profperity.  Will  it 
not  be  their  wifdom  to  rely  for  the  preftrvation  of  thefe 
advantages  on  the  union  by  which  they  were  procured  ? 
Win  they  not  henceforth  be  deaf  to  thofe  aJvifers,  if 
fuch  there  are,  who  would  lever  them  from  their  brethren, 
and  connedt  them  with  aliens  ? 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  your  union,  a 
government  for  the  whole  is  indifpenfible.  No  alliances, 
however  ftrift,  between  the  parts  can  be  an  adequate 
fubflitute ;  they  muft  inevitably  experience  the  infrai^ions 
and  interruotions  which  all  alliances  in  all  times  have  ex- 
perienced.  Senfible  of  this  momentous  truth,  you  have 
improved  upon  your  firft  efTay,  by  the  adoption  of  a  con- 
ftitution  of  government,  better  calculated  than  your  for- 
mer, for  an  intimate  union,  and  for  the  efficacious  ma- 
nagement or  your  common  concerns.  This  government, 
the  offspring  of  our  own  choice,  uninfluenced  and  unaw- 
ed,  adopted  upon  full  inveftigation  and  mature  delibera- 
tion, completely  free  in  its  principles,  in  the  dlftribution 
of  its  pov/ers,  uniting  fecurity  with  energy,  and  con- 
taining within  itfelf  a  provifion  for  its  own  amendments, 
has  a  juft  claim  to   your  confidence   and  y«u.r  fapporb*— 
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Refpe^fl  tor  its  arthorlty,  conipllHiice  with  its  laws,  ac- 
quicfctnre  in  its  nieafures,  are  duties  cnjoytd  by  the  fun« 
daincutaKnaxiius  cf  true  liberty.  The  bafis  of  our  political 
fyftems  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  make  and  to  aUcr 
their  confHtutions  of  government — But  the  toi)ftitution 
which  at  any  time  exilts,  until  changed  by  an  explicit 
and  authciitic  ftd  of  the  whole  people,  is  facreilly  obliga- 
tory upon  all.  The  very  idea  of  tljc  power  and  the  right 
of  the  people  to  eftablifli  a  governirtnt,  prcfuppofes  the 
duty  of  every  individual  to  obey  the  enabhlhed  govern-, 
mento 

All    obrtru<5lions  to   the  execution    of  the  laws^  all 
combinations    and    a{roci<itions,  under  whiittvtr    plaullble 
ch3ra(fter,  with  the  real  defign  to    direct,  controul,  couii- 
tera<!l,   or   awe  the  regular  deliberation    and  adllon    of  the 
conilituted  authorities,   are  deftriiflive    of  this  fundamen- 
tal  principle,  and  of  fatal  tendency.     They  ferve  to  or- 
ganize fadion,  to    give  It  an    artificial    and  extraordinary 
force,  to    put  in    the  place    of   the  delegated  will   of  the 
nation,  the  will  of  a  party,  often  a  fmall,  but  artful  and 
enterprizing  minority  of  the   community  ;  and    according 
to  the  alternate  triumphs  of  different    parties,  to  make  the 
public  adminlRration  the  mirror  of.  the    ill-concerted   and 
incongruous  projects  of  faction,  rather  than  the  organ  of 
confident  and   wholeforae     plans,    digefled    by    commoa 
councils,  and  modified  by  mutual  intereils. 

However  combinations  or  aflbciations  of  the  above- 
^efcription  may  new  and  then  anfwer  popular  ends,    they; 
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are  likely  in  the  courfe  of  time  and  things  to  become 
potent  engines,  by  which  cunning,  ambitious,  and  un- 
principled men,  will  be  enabled  to  fubvcrt  the  power  of 
the  people,  and  to  ufiirp  for  themfelves  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment ;  deftroying  afterwards  the  very  engines  which 
have  lifted  them  to  anjuft  dominion. 

Towards  the  prefervation  of  your  government, 
and  the  permanency  of  your  prefent  happy  Hate,  it  is  re- 
qaifite  not  only  that  you  fpeedily  difcountenance  irregu- 
lar oppo/Itions  to  its  acknowledged  authority,  but  alfo 
that  you  refift  with  care  the  fpirit  of  innovation  upon  its 
principles  however  fpecious  the  pretexts.  One  method  of 
affault  may  be  to  efTetfl  in  the  forms  of  the  conniiution 
alterations  which  will  impair  the  energy  of  the  fyHeni, 
and  thus  to  undermine  what  cannot  be  direiElly  overthrown. 
In  ail  tlie  changes  to  which  you  may  be  inviced,  remem- 
ber that  time  and  habit  are  at  lead  as  neceflary  to  fix  the 
true  character  of  governments,  as  of  other  human  infli- 
tutions — that  experience  is  the  fureft  ftandard,  by  which 
^  to  teft  the  real  tendency  of  the  exiding  conftitution  of  a 
country— that  facility  in  changes  upon  the  credit  of  mere 
hypothefis  and  opinion,  expofts  to  perpetual  change, 
from  the  endlefs  variety  of  hypothelis  and  opinion  j  and 
remember,  efpecially  that  for  the  rfiicient  management  of 
your  common  interefts,  in  a  country  fo  extenfive  as  ours, 
a  government  of  as  much  vigor  as  is  confident  with  the 
perfed  fecurity  of  liberty,  is  indifpenfible.  Liberty 
itfelf  will  find  in  fuch  a  government,  with  powers  pro- 
perly didributed  and  adju  (led,  its    furefl  guardian.     It  is 
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indeed,  little  tlfe  than  a  name,  where  the  government 
is  too  feeble  to  withOand  the  entcrprifes  of  fad\ion,  to 
confiiie  each  member  of  the  fociety  within  the  limits  pre- 
fcribcd  by  the  laws,  and  to  maintain  all  in  the  fecure 
and  tranquil  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  pciTon  and 
property. 

I  HAVE  already  intimated  to  you,  the  danger  of  par- 
ties in  the  ftattr,  with  particular  reference  to  the  founding 
©f  them  on  geographical  difcrlm'.nations.  Let  me  now 
take  a  more  comprchenfive  view,  and  warn  you  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner  againft  the  baneful  effec\s  of  the 
fpirit  of  party,   generally. 

This  fpirit,  unfortunately,  Is  infeparable  from  our 
nature,  having  its  root  in  the  ftrongeO  pafTions  of  the  hu- 
man mind.  It  exiPrs  under  different  fhapes  in  all  govern- 
ments, more  or  lefs  iTiflcd,  controuled,  or  reprefled  j  but 
in  thofe  of  the  popular  form,  it  is  feen  in  its  greateft 
ranknefs,  and  is  truly  their  worU  enemy. 

The  alternate  domination  of  one  faction  over  ano- 
ther, Oiarpened  by  the  fpirit  of  revenge,  natural  to  party 
diffeiifion,  which  in  dificrent  ages  and  countries  has  per- 
petrated tliC  mod  horrid  enormities,  is  itftif  a  frightful 
dcfpotifm.  But  ti'is  leads  at  Icrngth  to  a  more  formal  and 
permanent  defpotifm.  The  diforders  and  miferies  which 
refult,  gradually  incline  the  minds  of  men  to  fcek  fecu- 
rlty  and  repofe  in  the  abfolute  power  of  an  individual  : 
and  fooner  or  later  the  cliief  of  fome  prevailing  fadlion, 
more  able  or   B]ore  fortunate  than  his  competitors,    turns 
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this  difpofiticn    to  the  purpofes  of  his  own    elevaflui),  on  the 
niins  of  public  liberty. 

Without  looking  forward  to  an  exfreniity  of  this 
kind  (which  neverthelefs  ought  not  to  be  out  of  (i^hi)  the 
common  and  continual  mifchiefs  of  the  fpirit  of  party  are 
futScient  to  make  it  the  interefl  and  duty  of  a  wife  people 
to  dlicourage  and  refirain  it. 

It  ferves  always  to  djflra^  the  public  councils  and  en- 
feeble the  public  adminiOration.  It  agiiates  the  communi- 
ty wiih  ill-founded  jealoufies  and  falfe  alarms :  kindles  the 
animofity  of  one  part  againfl  another,  foments  occafionjlly 
riot  and  infurrciTtion.  It  opens  the  door  to  foreign  influence 
and  corsTDiion,  which  fmd  a  faciliiared  accefs  to  the  govern- 
ment iifelf  through  the  channels  of  party  paflions.  Tlius 
the  policy  and  the  will  of  one  country  are  iuLjeclcd  to  the 
policy  and  will  of  another. 

There  is  an  opinion  that  part'es  in  free  countries  are 
ufefu]  checks  upon  the  adminillraTlon  of  the  gcvetnmert, 
and  ferve  to  keep  alive  the  Ipirit  of  liberty.  This  wiiliin 
certain  limits  is  probably  true  ;  and  in  govern'mtnts  of  a 
monarchial  caft,  patiiuiifm  mzy  look  wiili  indu'grnc*',  if 
not  wiih  favor  upon  the  (pirit  of  party  Bin  in  ihofe  of  the 
popular  charader,  in  govemnients  puiely  ele<flive,  it  is  a 
fpirit  not  to  be  encouraged.  Fmm  their  natural  trndmcy,  it 
is  certain  there  will  always  be  enough  ot  il.at  Ipirit  foi  every 
falutary  purpole.  And  tliertr  bting  conlt  iiit  danger  of 
excefs,  the  effort  cughi  to  be,  by  Joicc  of  pub  ic  opinion 
to  ciuigaic  and  aliuagc  it.     A  lire  not  to  Dt  qutnthtd  j    it 
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demands  a  uniform  vigilance  to  prevent    its  burfting   into  a 
flame,  IcQ  inflead  of  warming  it  fliould  confume. 

It  is  important  likewife,  that  the  habits  of  thinking 
in  a  free  country,  fliould  infpire  caution,  in  thofe  iniruQed 
with  its  adminiftraiion,  to  confine  themfelvcs  within  their 
refpeflive  conftitutional  fpheres,  avoiding  in  the  excrcife  of 
the  powers  of  one  department  to  encroach  upon  another.—- 
The  fpirit  of  encroachment  tends  to  confolidate  the  powers 
of  all  the  departments  in  one,  and  thus  to  create,  whatever 
the  form  of  government,  a  real  defpotifm.  A  juft  eftimate 
of  that  love  of  power,  and  pronenefs  to  abufe  it,  which 
predominates  in  the  human  heart,  is  fufBcient  to  fatisfy  us 
of  the  truth  of  this  pofnion.  The  neceility  of  reciprocal 
checks  in  the  exercife  of  political  power  ;  by  dividing  and 
diftributing  it  into  different  depofitaries,  and  conftituting  each 
the  guardian  of  the  public  weal  againrt  invafions  by  the 
others,  has  been  evinced  by  experimenis  ancient  and  mo- 
dern  ;  fome  of  them  in  our  country  and  under  our  own 
eyes.  To  preferve  them  mufl:  be  as  necefjary  as  to  inftitute 
ihem*  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  diliributioii  or 
modification  of  the  conflitutional  powers,  be  in  any  parti- 
cular wrong,  let  it  be  corretfied  by  an  amendment  in  the 
way  which  the  conftitution  defignates.  But  let  there  be  no 
change. by  ufurpation  ;  for  though  this  in  one  inftance,  may 
be  the  inftrument  of  good,  it  is  tl.e  cuOomary  weapon  by 
which  free  governments  are  deftroyed.  The  precedent  muft 
always  greatly  overbalance  in  permanent  evil,  any  partial  or 
tranfient  benefit  which  the  ufe  can  at  any  time  yield. 
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Of  aH  the  difpofitions  and  habits  which  lead   to  politi- 
cal profperity,  religion  and  morality  are  Indifpenfible  fupports. 
In  vain  would  that  man  claim  the  tribute  of  patriotifin,  who 
iliould  labor  to  fubvert  thefe  great  pillara  of  human  happinefs, 
thefe  fitmefl    props  of  the  duties  of  men  and  citizens.     The 
mere  politician,  equally  v/ith    the   pious  man,  ought   to  rcf- 
ped  and   to  cherifli   them.     A  volume   could   rot  trace    sll 
their  couneclions  with  private    and    public  felicity.     Let   it 
fimply  be  alked,  where  is  the  fecurity  for  property,  for  repu- 
tarion,  for  life,   if  thefenfeof  religious  obligation  dcfert   the 
oaths,     which  are  the   inflruments  of  inveftigation  in   courts  of 
jufiice  ?  And  let  us  with  caution  indulge  the  fuppofition,  that 
morality    can   be  maintained    without    religion.      Whatever 
may  be  conceded  to   the  influence    of  refined    education  on 
minds  of  peculiar  ftruSure  ;  reafon  and  experience  both  for- 
bid us  to  expeft  that  national   morality  can  prevail  in  exclu- 
fion  of  religious  principles. 

It  is  fubftantially  true,  that  virtue  or  morality  Is  a 
necefiary  fpring  of  popular  gove^rnment.  The  rule  indeed 
extends  with  more  or  lefs  force  to  every  fpecies  of  free  go- 
vernment. Who  that  is  a  fincerc  friend  to  it  can  look  with 
indiiference  upon  attempts  to  (liake  ilie  foundation  of  the 
fabric  ? 

-Promote  then,  as  an  objeifl  of  primary  importance, 
inAitutions  for  the  general  diffufion  of  knowledge,  lu  pro- 
portion as  the  ftrufture  of  a  government  gives  force  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  it  is  efleniial  that  public  opinion  i':ould  be  tn*^ 
lightened. 
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As  a  very  important  fource  of  Hrength  and  fecuiity, 
therifli  public  credit.  One  meihod  of  preferving  it  is  to  iife 
it  as  fparlng'y  as  poffible  ;  avoiding  occafions  of  expencc  by 
cultiviiting  peace,  but  remenibeiing  alfo  thai  timely  difburfe- 
ments  to  prepare  for  danger,  frequently  prevent  much  greater 
difburfements  to  repel  it  ;  avoiding  likewiLe  the  accumula- 
tion of  dtbr,  not  only  by  fliunning  occafions  of  expence, 
but  by  vigorous  exeitions  in  time  of  peace  to  difcharge  the 
debts  v/hich  unavoidable  wars  may  have  occafioned,  not 
ungHneroufly  throwing  upon  porterity  the  burthen  which  we 
ourfelves  ought  to  bear.  The  execution  of  thefe  maxims 
belongs  to  your  reprefentaiives,  hut  it  is  necellary  that  public 
opinion  iliould  co-operate.  To  facilitate  to  them  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty,  it  is  effential  that  you  fliould  prac- 
tically bear  in  mind,  that  towards  the  payment  of  debts 
there  mud  be  revenue  ;  that  to  have  revenue  there  mufl^  be 
taxes  ;  that  no  taxes  can  be  devifed  which  are  not  more  or 
lefs  inconvenient  and  unpleafant  ;  that  the  intrinfic  embar- 
rairment  infeparable  from  the  feleaion  of  the  proper  objefts 
(which  u  always  a  choice  of  difficulties)  ought  to  be  a  de- 
eifive  motive  for  a  candid  conftruaion  of  ihe  condud  of 
the  government  in  making  it,  and  for  a  fpirit  of  acquiefcence 
in  the  meafures  for  obtaining  revenue  which  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  at  any  time  dictate. 

Observe  good  faith  and  juftice  towards  all  nations, 
cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  all  ;  religion  and  morali- 
ty enjoin  this  condud ;  and  can  it  be  that  good  policy  does 
not  equally  enjoin  it  ?  It  will  be  woithy  of  a  free,  enligli- 
tened,  and  at   no  dilUiU  period  a  great  nation,  to   give   to 
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mankind  the  inaCTnanlinous  and  too  novel  exan^ple  of  a  peo- 
ple always  guided  by  an  exalted  juftice  and  benevclence.— 
Who  can  doubt  ihdt  in  tie  courfr  of  time  and  things  the 
fruits  of  fuch  a  plan  would  ricMy  repay  any  temporary  ad- 
vantages^ .v^ich  might  be  loll  by  a  Iteady  adiierence  to  it  ? 
Can  U  be,  that  Piovldenc?  has  not  connec\ed  the  pernia* 
nem  felicity  of  a  nation  wiih  its  virtue  ?  The  experiment, 
at  leaftj  is  recommended  by  every  fentiment  which  tnnoblet 
human  nature.  Alas  I  it  is  rendered  impollible  by  its 
vicfs  ? 

In  the  execution  of  fiich  a  plan,  nothing  is  more  ef« 
fential  ihan  that  permanent,  inveterate  antipathies  againft 
particular  nations,  and  paCionate  attachments  for  others 
fliould  be  excluded  ;  and  that  in  place  of  thtm  juii  and 
amicable  feelings  towards  all  fhould  bt  cuUivated.  The 
nation,  which  indulgrs  towards  another  an  habitual  hatred, 
or  an  habitual  foiicners,  is  in  foine  degree  u  flave.  It  ii  a 
(lave  to  its  animofity  or  to  its  afFediion,  eiiher  of  which  is 
fufScient  to  lead  it  ailray  from  its  dufy  and  its  intere/l. — 
Antipathy  in  one  nation  againft  another,  difpofes  each  more 
readily  to  offer  infultand  injury,  to  lay  hold  of  flight  caufes 
of  umbrage,  and  to  be  haughty  and  intraclable,  when  ac- 
cidental or  trifling  occafions  of  difpute  occur. 

Hence  frequent  colllfions,  obflinate,  envenomed, 
•»fid  bloody  conteil;.  The  nation,  prompted  by  ill  will  ai:d 
refentment,  fomeiimes  impels  to  war  the  government,  con- 
trary to  the  befl  calculations  of  policy.  The  government 
fometimes  participates  in   the  national  propenfity,  and  adopts 
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through  pafKon  whai  reafon  would  rejc^ft  ;  at  other  times,  it 
makes  the  aiilmofiiy  of  the  nation  fubfervicnt  to  projtfts  of 
hodiliry  inftigated  by  pride,  ambition,  and  other  finifler  and 
pernicious  motives.  The  peace  often,  and  fonictinies,  per- 
haps, the  liberty  of  nations  has  been  the  vicftim. 

So  likewife,  a  paHionate  attachment  of  one  nation  for 
•another,  produces  a  variety  of  evils.  Sympathy  for  the 
favoriie  nation  facilitating  the  ilJu/lon  of  an  imriginary  com- 
mon interefl  in  cafes  where  no  real  common  interefls  exifls, 
and  infuflng  into  one  the  cnmiries  of  the  oiher,  betrays  the 
ionner  into  a  participaiion  in  the  quanels  and  wars  of  the 
latter,  without  adequate  inducement  or  juflificaiion.  It 
leads  alfo  to  concelTions  to  the  favorite  nation  of  privileges 
denied  to  others,  which  is  apt  doubly  to  injure  fhe  nation 
making  the  conceflions  :  by  unnecellanjy  parting  with  what 
ought  to  have  been  retained  ;  and  by  excising  jealoufy,  ill 
will,  and  a  difpofition  to  retaliate,  in  the  paiyes  from  whom 
equal  privileges  are  wiiliheld  :  and  it  gives  to  anibitious, 
corrupted,  or  deluded  citizens  (who  devote  iheicfclvcs  to 
ttie  favorite  nation)  facility  to  betray,  or  facrifice  the  inter- 
efts  of  their  own  country,  without  odium,  {bmetimes  even 
wiih  popularity  ;  gilding  with  the  appearances  of  a  virtuous 
fenfeof  obligation,  a  commendable  deference  for  public  opi- 
nion, or  laudable  zeal  for  public  good,  the  bafe  of  foolifh 
compliances  of  ambition,  corruption,  or  infatuation. 

As  avenues  to  foreign  influence  in  inaumerable  ways, 
fuch  attachments  are  particularly  alarming  to  the  truly  en- 
lighiened  and  independent  patriot.    -How  many  opportunities 
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do  they  afford  to  tamper  with  domeilic  factions,  t<">  practice 
the  Arts  of  fe^luflion,  to  miflead  public  opinion,  to  inflatnce 
or  awe  the  pubiic  councils  ?  Sucli  an  attachment  of  a  Imall 
or  wfak,  towards  a  great  and  powtrful  nation,  dooms  th« 
former  lo  be  the  fdieilite  of  the  litter,  Againft  the  infiJiouf 
\vi  es  of  forfign  influence  (I  conjure  yc-u  to  believe  mei 
feliow-ciiizins)  the  jealouly  of  a  fiee  p.^oole  ought  to  be 
condanily  awake  ;  fiiicc  hillory  and  experience  prove  that 
foreign  ii.fiucncc  is  one  of  the  mod  baneful  foes  of  repiibli-. 
can  government.  Eut  that  jealoufy  to  be  uleful  mult  be 
in^partial;  tlfe  it  becomes  the  inftiument  of  the  very  in- 
fluence ro  be  avoided  inllead  of  a  defence  again  fi  it.  Ex* 
celfivc  pariialiiy  for  one  foicign  nation,  and  exctfiive  diflike 
of  another,  caufe  thi.fe  whom  they  aduatc  to  fee  danger 
only  on  one  fid?,  and  ferve  to  veil  and  even  lecond  the  atts 
of  influence  on  the  other.  Real  pattiots,  who  may  refirt  the 
intrigues  of  the  favorite,  are  liable  to  become  fuipecfcd  and 
odious ;  while  its  tools  and  dupes  ulurp  the  dpplanfc  and  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  to  furrender  their  inierefls. 

Tke  great  rule  of  condudl  for  u?,  in  regard  to  foreign 
nations,  is  in  expending  our  comn  ercial  relations,  to  liave 
with  them  as  little  poihical  connection  as  poliibie.  So  tar  aft 
we  have  alrc^ady  formed  engagements,  Jei  them  be  fulfilled 
.with  peifect  good  faiih.      Kere  let  us  flop, 

Europe  has  a  fet  of  pimary  intereft  ,  which  to  us 
have  none,  or  a  very  remote  relation.  Hence  Ihe  muft  be 
«ngaged  in  frequtnt  controverfje;,  the  caufcs  of  which  are 
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cdentlally  foreign  to  our  concerns.  Hence,  tlicrefore,  rt 
muflbe  unwlfe  in  us  to  implicate  ourfelves  by  artificial 
tics,  in  the  ordinary  yiciflitudes  of  her  politics,  or  the 
ordinary  combinations  and  collifions  of  her  friendfhips 
or  ienmities. 

Our  detached  and  didant  fituatlon,  invites  and  ena- 
bles us  to  purfue  a  different  courfe.  If  we  remain  one 
people,  under  an  efficient  government,  the  period  is  not 
far  off,  when  we  may  defy  material  injury  from  external 
annoyance  ;  when  wc  may  take  fuch  an  attitude  as  will 
caufe  the  neutrality  we  may  at  any  time  refolve  upon,  to 
be  fa'upulonfly  refpecled  ;,  when  belligerent  nations,  un- 
der the  inipofTibility  of  making  acquifitions  upon  us,  will 
not  lightly  hazard  the  giving  us  provocation  j  when  we 
may  choofe  peace  or  war,  as  our  interefl,  guided  by  juf- 
ticc,  fliall  counfel. 

Why  forego  the  advantages  cf  fo  peculiar  a  fitua- 
tion  ?  Why  quit  our  own  to  ftand  upon  foreign  ground  ? 
Why,  by  interweaving  our  deftiny  with  that  of  any  part 
of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and  profperlty  in  the  toils 
of  European  ambition,  rival fhip,  interefl,  humor  or 
caprice  ? 

*Tis  our  true  policy  to  Heer  clear  of  permanent 
alliances  with  any  portion  of  the  foreign  world  ;  fo  far, 
I  mean,  as  we  are  now  at  liberty  to  do  it  j  for  let  me 
r»ot  be  underflood  as  capable  of  patronifing  infideliiy  to 
«xifting  engagements.  I  hold  the  maxim  no  lefs  applica- 
ble to  public  than  to  private  affairs,  tbat  honcfly  is  ali/vay» 
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tke  beft  policy.  I  repeat  it,  therefore,  let  tliofc  engage- 
ments be  obfcrved  in  their  genuine  fenfe.  But  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  unnecefTary,  and  would  be  unwife  to  extend 
them. 

Taking  care  always  to  keep  curfelves,  by  fuitablc 
eflablifhiTients,  on  a  refpfdabL-  defenfive  pofiure,  we  may 
fafely  truft  to  temporary  alliances  for  extraordinary 
emergencies.' 

Harmony,  liberal  intercourfe  with  all  nations,  are 
recommended  by  policy,  humanity,  and  interefl.  But 
even  our  commercial  policy  fhould  hold  an  equal  and  im- 
partial hand  ;  neither  feeking  nor  granting  exclufive  favors 
or  preferences  ;  confulting  the  natural  courfe  of  things  ; 
difFufmg  and  diverfifying  by  gentle  means  the  ftreams  ©f 
commerce,  but  forcing  nothing  ;  eflablifliing,  with  powers 
fo  difpofed,  in  order  to  give  trade  a  ftable  courfe,  to  de- 
fine the  rights  of  our  merchants,  and  to  enable  the  go- 
vernment to  fupport  them ;  conventional  rules  of  inter- 
courfe, the  beft  that  prefent  circumHances  and  mutual 
opinion  will  permit,  but  temporary,  and  liable  to  be  from 
time  to  time  abandoned  or  varied,  as  experience  and  cir- 
tumflances  (hall  dit^ate  j  conflantly  keeping  in  viev/,  that 
it  is  folly  in  one  nation  to  look  for  difintcreQed  favors 
from  another  ;  that  it  muft  pay  with  a  portion  of  its  inde- 
pendence for  whatever  it  may  accept  under  that  charafter  j 
that  by  fuch  acceptance,  it  may  pleafe  itfelf  in  the  condi- 
tion of  having  given  equivalents  for  nominal  favors,  and 
yet  of  being  reproached  with  ingratitude  for  not  giving 
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no'-  •  T!vre  can  be  no  greater  error  tlnn  to  expert,  or 
CiiK  I  late  uyon  rt.A  favors  froni  n.itirn  to  naton.  »Tis  an 
illuiiou  wl  ich  expcricuce  niull  cure,  which  a  jull  pride 
ou^lit  to  diicdid. 

In  off^ilnj  to  you,  my  countryinen,  tlitfe  counfcls 
cf  an  ol  1  and  af}cd.Oi;atc  (Viend,  1  dar«*  not  l)>..pc  they 
will  n.akc  the  itrong  and  lalling  imprcllion  I  tculd  wilh— 
tl.at  tnev  Will  controul  the  ufiial  current  ot"  the  palTi  ns, 
cr  prttvtnt  cur  nativ,n  from  running  the  courfd  wtiich  has 
hitljfito  inarLcd  the  delliny  of  nuiion:^.  But  if  1  majr 
even  flatter  myfelf,  tnat  they  may  br  productive  of  fome 
pRrti«sl  benefit,  lome  occafiunal  good  ;  tliat  they  in.y  no\y 
and  then  recur  to  moderate  the  fury  of  party  fpirit,  to 
warn  agalnll  the  mifchiefs  of  foreign  intrigues,  to  guard 
againft  the  in^pollures  of  pretended  patriotihn  ;  this  hope 
will  be  a  full  recamprnce  for  ihe  Iblicitudc  for  your  wel- 
fare,  by  which  they  have  been  didated. 

How  far  in  the  difcharge  of  my  ofBciil  duties,  I 
have  been  guided  by  the  principles  which  have  been  deli- 
neated, the  public  records  and  other  evidences  of  my  con- 
duft  mud  witnefs  to  you  and  to  the  world.  To  myfelf, 
the  aflijrance  of  my  own  confcience  is,  that  I  have  at 
lead  believed  Mjyfelf  to  be  guided  by  ihem. 

In  relation  to  the  Oill  fubfifting  war  in  Europe,  my 
proclamation  of  the  22d  of  April,  1793,  is  the  index  to 
my  J  Ian.  San(5fionrd  by  your  approving  voice,  and  by 
that  of  your  Reprefeatatives  in  both  Houfes  of  Coiigrefs^ 
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the  fpirit  of  that  meafure  has  continually  governed  me  ; 
uninfluenced  by  any  atten^pts  to  deter  or  diverr  inc 
from  it. 

After  deliberate  examination  with  the  aid  of  the 
beft  lights  I  could  obtain,  1  was  well  fatisfied  that  our 
country,  under  all  the  circumftantes  of  the  cafe,  had  a 
right  to  take,  and  was  bound  in  duty  and  intereH,  to  take 
k  neutral  poGtioii.  Having  taken  it,  I  detern/ined,  as 
far  as  (hould  depend  upon  me,  to  maintain  it,  with  ujode- 
raiion,  perfev^rnncc  and  nrmnefs. 

The  confiderations  which,  refptft  the  right  to  hold 
this  ccnduiH,  it  is  not  necefTary  on  this  occalion  to  detail. 
I  will  only  obferve,  that  according  to  n:y  underflanding 
of  the  matter,  that  rigjat,  fo  far  froio  being  denied  by 
any  of  the  belligerent  po^¥ers,  has  been  virtually  admitted 
by  all. 

The  duty  of  holding  a  neutral  condud  may  be  in- 
ferred, without  any  thing  more,  from  the  obligation  which 
juftice  and  humanity  impofe  on  every  nation,  in  cafes 
in  which  it  is  free  to  act,  to  maintain  inviolate  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity  towards    other  nations. 

The  inducements  of  intcrcft  for  obferving  that  con- 
du£l  will  be  the  beft  referred  to  your  own  refle(ftions  and 
experience.  With  me,  a  predominant  motive  has  been 
to  endeavor  to  gain  time  to  our  country  to  fettle  and 
mature  its  yet  recent  inftitutions,  and  to  progrefs  with- 
out interruption,  to  that  degree  of  ftrength  and  confiAen- 
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cy,  which  is    neccfTary  to  g've    it,  humanly  fpeaking,  the 
coriimand  ol  its  own  fortunes. 

Though  in  r.-^viewin  ■  the  incidents  of  my  adminif- 
tration,  I  a;n  unconfcious  ol'  intentional  crior  :  I  am  nc- 
vertheleis  too  feniible  of  my  dcftrcls  not  to  think  it  pro- 
bable that  1  may  have  committed  mnny  errors.  What- 
ever they  may  br,  I  fervently  bcfcech  the  Almighty  to 
avert  or  mitigate  the  evils  to  •which  they  may  tend.  I 
Ihall  alfo  carry  with  me  the  hope  that  my  country  will 
never  ceafe  to  view  them  v/:th  indulgence  ;  iind  that  after 
fcrty-five  years  of  n  y  life  dedicated  to  its  fervice,  with 
an  upright  zeal,  the  faults  of  incompetent  ablliaes  will 
be  configned  to  oblivion,  as  myfclf  muii  foon  be  to  the 
manfions  of  rell. 

Relying  on  its  klndnefs  in  this  as  in  other  things,, 
a-'nd  a*Sluated  by  that  fervent  love  towards  it,  which  is  fo 
natural  to  a  man  who  views  in  it  the  native  foil  of  him- 
felf  and  his  progenitors  for  feveral  generations  ;  I  antiei- 
pvite  with  pleafing  expeftation  that  retreat,  in  which  I 
promife  myfclf  to  ret»lize,  without  alloy,  the  fweet  enjoy- 
ment of  partaking,  in  the  midft  of  my  fellovf-citizens, 
the  benign  influence  of  good  laws  under  a  free  govern- 
ment'—the  ever  favorite  object  of  my  heart,  and  the  hap- 
py reward  and  truft,  of  our  mutual  cares,  labors  and 
dangers. 

United  States^  Sept.    17,    1796* 


lOK 
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FROM  HIS  EXCELLKNCV  GEORGE  TTA  SHlNCroy^  TO  THE 
'PRESIDENT  GY  THE  UNITED  STATE3,0N  ACCEPTING 
THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  OF 
THE   ARMIES   OF    THE  UNITED   STATES, 

Mount  Vernon^  Jidj  13,  I795. 

DEAR   SIR,  / 


I 


HAD  the  honor  o^n  the  evening  of  the  iltli 
inftant,  to  receive  from  the  hand  of  the  fccietary  of  war, 
your  favor  of  the  7th,  announcing  that  you  had,  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate,  f.ppointrd  me 
''  Lieutcnant-General  and  Commander  in  G  ief  of  all  the 
armies  ralfed  or  to  be  railed  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  United 
States." 

I  CANNOT  exprefs  how  greatly  aflrded  I  am  at  this 
Dew  proof  of  public  confidence,  and  the  highly  flattering 
manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  make  the  com- 
munication ;  at  the  fame  time  I  muft  not  conceal  from 
'  you  my  earneft  wifh,  that  the  choice  had  fallen  upon  a 
man  lefs  declined  in  years,  and  better  qualified  to  encoun* 
ter  the  ufual  viciiTitudes  of  war. 

You   know,  fir,  what   calculation  I   had    made  rela- 
tive  to  tlie    probable  courfc    of  cven-ts,  on  my   retiring 
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from  office,  and  the  determination  I  liad  confoled  myfelf 
with,  of  cloGng  the  remnant  of  iny  days  in  my  prcfcnt 
praceful  abode  ;  you  will  therefore  be  at  no  lofs  to  con- 
ceive and  appreciate  the  fenfations  I  niuft  have  experien- 
ced, to  bring  my  mind  to  any  concluiion  that  would  pledge 
me,  at  fo  late  a  period  of  life,  to  leave  fcences  I  fincorc- 
ly  love,  to  enter  upon  the  boundlefs  field  of  public  a£lion, 
inceflant  trouble,  and  high  refponlibility. 

It  was  not  poflible  for  me  to  remain  ignorant  of,  or 
indifferent  to,  recent  tran.faflions.     The    condu<fl  of  the 
Dire(5\ory  of  France  towards  our  country  ;  their  infidious 
hoftility  to  its    government  ;    their    various  pradices    to 
withdraw  the  aflc<f\ions  of  the  people  from  it  j  the  evident 
tendency  of  their  ads   and  thofe  of  their    agents  to  coun- 
tinance    and    invigorate    oppcfiticn  ;     their   difregard'  of 
folemn  trf^aties   and  the  laws   of  nations  j  their  war  upon 
our  defencelefs   commerce  ;   their  treatment  of  our  minif- 
ters  of  peace  ;  and  their  demands   amounting  to    tribute, 
could  not  fail    to  excite    in   me    correiponding  fentiments 
with  thofe.  my  countrymen  have  fo  generally  exprefled    in 
their   affectionate  addrefles    to  you.      Believe    me,  fir,  no 
one  can  more   cordially  approve  of  your  adminidration.— 
They    ought  to  infpire  univeifal   confidence,  and  will,  no 
doubt,    combined  with  the  flate  of  things,  call  from  Con- 
grefs  iuch  laws  and  means  as  will  enable  you  to  meet  the 
full  force  and  extent  of  the  crifis. 

Satisfied,  therefore,  that  you  have  flncerely  wifh- 
cd  and  endeavored  to    avert  war,  and  exhauftedj    to  the 
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laft  drop,  the  cup  of  reconciliation,  we  can  with  pure 
hearts  appeal  to  Heaven  for  the  juftice  of  our  caufe  ; 
aad  may  confidently  truft  the  final  refult  to  that  kind 
Providence  \yho  has  heretofore,  and  fo  often,  fignally 
favored  the  people  of  thefe  United  States. 

Thinking  in  this  manner,  and  feeling  how  incum- 
bent it  is  upon  every  perfon  of  every  defcription,  to  con- 
tribute at  all  times  to  his  country's  welfare,  and  efpecialljr 
in  ii  moment  like  the  prefcnt,  when  every  thing  we  hold 
dear  and  facred  is  fo  ferioully  threatened  ;  I  have  finally 
determined  to  accept  the  comraiffion  of  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  ',  with  the  re- 
ferve  only,  that  I  fhall  not  be  called  into  the  field  until 
the  army  is  in  a  fituation  to  require  my  prefence,  or  it 
becomes  indifpennble  by  the  urgency  of  circumltances. 

In  making  this  refervation,  I  beg  it  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  withhold  any  afliQance  to 
arrange  and  organize  the  army,  which  you  may  think  I 
can  afford.  I  take  the  liberty  alfo  to  mention,  that  I 
muft  decline  having  my  acceptance  confidered  as  drawing 
after  it  any  immediate  charge  upon  tiie  public  ;  or  that 
1  can  receiv3  any  emoluments  annexed  to  the  appoint- 
-ment,  before  entering  into  a  fituation  to  incur   expencc. 

The  Secretary  of  War  being  anxious  to  retura 
to  the  feat  of  government,  I  have  detained  him  no 
longer  than  was  neceflary  to  a  full  communicatioa  upon 
thz  feveral  points  he  had  in  charge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Sec, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
K 
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On  the    \^tb  of  December^   lygg,  died  fud^ 
denly,  at   his  feat   in    Virginia,  Gen.  George 
Washington,    Commander  in    Chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  of  America  ; 

JMATURE   IN  YEARS, 
COVERED    WITH    GLORY,    AND 
RICH    IN   THE   AFFECTIONS    OF    THE 
AMERICAN    PEOPLE^ 

When  men  of  coniHion  charafler  are  fwept 
from  the  theatre  of  life,  they  die  without  the  tribute  of 
public  notice  or  concern,  as  they  had  lived  without  a 
claim  to  public  efteem.  When  perfonages  of  more  exalt- 
ed worth  arc  fummoned  from  the  fcenes  of  fublunary 
exiftence,  their  death  calls  forth  a  burft  of  general  regret, 
and  invigorates  the  flame  of  public  gratitude.  Jn  obe- 
dience to  the  wifhes,  and  to  the  voice  of  their  country, 
the  orator,  the  poet,  and  the  hiflorian,  combine  to  do 
julllce  to  the  virtues  of  their  chara-Hier,  while-'thc  labors 
of  the  painter,  the  fculptor,  and  the  ftatuary,  in  perpe- 
tuating theirlikenefs,  do  homage  to  their  >iliemory. 


-■W'' 
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But,  when,  in  compliance  with  Heayen's  high  raan- 
date,  the  hero  of  the  age  hes  numbered  with  the 
dead — when  the  reverend  fage,  the  augull  ftatefman,  the 
father  of  his  country,  has  refigned  his  breath— when  the 
Idol  of  an  Empire,  the  envy  and  admiration  of  diflant 
nations,  and  the  brightefl  ornament  of  human  nature— 
when  WASHINGTON  IS  NO  MORE  !  let  a  fcnfc  of  the 
general  lofs  be  teflified  by  the  badges  of  a  general  mourn- 
ing;  but  let  not  the  voice  of  eulogy  be 'heard,  leaft  the 
weaknefs  of  talents,  and  the  deficiency  of  language,  do 
injuftice  to  the  luflre  and  fame  of  the  deccafed  ! 

From  Vernon's  Mount  behold  the  Hero  rife  ! 

Refplendent  forms  attend  him  thro'  the  flcies  I 

The  fhades  of  war-worn  veterans  round  him  throng. 

And  lead,  enwrapt,   their  honored  Chief  along  ! 

A  laurel  wreath  th'  immortal  Warren  bears. 

An  arch  triumphal  Mercer's  hand  prepares. 

Young  Laurence  'rrrft  th'  avenging  bolt  of  war, 

With  port  majel\ic  guides  the  glittering  car, 

Montgomery's   godlike  form  directs  the  way. 

And  Green  unfolds  the  gates  of  endlefs  day  1 

While  angel?,  *'  irumpet-tongued,"  proclaim  thro'  air, 

*'  Due  honors- for  the  first  of   M£N  prepare.'* 

\lrue  Amer»1 


I05  DEATH     or    WASHINTTON^ 


I'he  Jirjl  information  of  the  death  of  General 
Washington,  was  given  to  Congrefs  on  the 
1  ith  of  December^  in  the  following  manner  : 

m 


M, 


.R.  MARSHALL,  m  a  voice  that  befpok^ 
the  anguifli  of  his  mind,  and  a  countenance  expreflive  of 
the  deepefl:  regret,  rofc,  and  delivered   himfclf  as  follows  ; 

MR,    SPEAKER, 

*'  Information  has  jufl  been  received,  that  our 
illuflrious  fellow-citizen,  the  Commander  in  Cbief  of  the 
American  Armies  and  the  late  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  is  no  more. 

Though  this  diftrefling  intelligence  is  not  certain, 
there  is  too  much  reafon  to  believe  its  truth.  After  re- 
ceiving information  of  this  national  calamity,  fo  heavy 
and  j(b  afHiaing,  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  can  be  but 
111  fitted  for  public  bufinefs.  I  move  you,  therefore,  they 
idjourn." 

The  motion  was  imanimoufly  agreed  to;  and  the 
Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ii  o'clock. 

December  19* 
This    event  was  confirmed  officially  by  a   mefTagc 
from   the  Prefident  communicating  a  letter   from  Tobias 
Lear,  Efq.  private  fecretary  to  General   Washington, 
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Genthmcn  of  the  Senat-e^ 

and  of  the  Hoiije  of  Reprefentathes, 

The  letter  herewith  tranfmitted  will  inform  you 
ti.at  it  hath  pleafed  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from 
this  life,  qui;  excellent  fellow-citizen  George  Wash- 
ington, by  the  purity  of  his  charafter  and  a  long  ferles 
of  fervices  to  his  country,  rendered  illuflrious  through  the 
Tkorld.  It  remains  for  an  affeclionate  and  grateful  peo- 
ple, in  whofe  hearts  he  can  never  die,  to  pay  faitablc 
konor  to  his  memory. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Mount  Vernon,  December  16,  1 799. 
SIR, 

It  is  v/ith  inexprefTible  grief,  that  I  have  to  announc 
fo  you  the  death  of  the  great  and  good   General   wash-- 
INGTON.      He    died   laft    evening   between    10    and    11 
o'clock,  after   a  fhort  illnefs  of  about  twenty-four  hours. 
His  dlforder  was  an   inflamatory  fore   throat,  which   pro- 
ceeded from  a  cold,  of  which  he  made  but  little  complaint 
on   Friday.      On    Saturday  morning  about    3  o'clock   he 
became  ill.     Dodor    Dick  attended  him  in  the  morning, 
and  Dr.  Craick,  of  Alexandria,  and  Dr.   Brown,  of  Port 
Tobacco,  Avere  foon  ^fier  calltd  in.      Every  medical  alTif- 
tance    WaS  offered,  but  without  the    dcfired   eif.(rt.     His 
laft  fcene  corrcfponelc^J  wl:'.:  the    whole  tenor  of  Us  l.f;^.- 
Kot  a    groan    ncr   a  co  .^plaint   efcapfd  him,  in  extreme 

IC  3-; 
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diftrefs.     With  perfciH:  refignation  and  a   full  pofrefTion  of 
his  reafon,  he  clofed  his  well  fpent  life. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TOBIAS  LEAR. 

Mr.  Marshall,  with  deep  forrow  on  lils  coun- 
tenance, and  in  a  low,  pathetic  tone  of  voice,  rofe  and 
addrefled  the  Houfe  as  follows : 

The  melancholy  event  which  was  yefterday  announ- 
ced with  doubt,  has  been  rendered  but  too  certain.  Our 
Washington  is  no  more  1  The  hero,  the  fage,  and 
the  patriot  of  America — the  man  on  whom  in  times  of 
danger  every  eye  was  turned  and  all  hopes  were  placed, 
lives  now,  only  in  his  own  great  a(5\ions,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  an  affectionate  and  aiHicled  people. 

If,  fir,  it  had  even  not  been  ufual  openly  to  teftify 
reiped^  for  the  memory  of  thofe  whom  Heaven  had  fele£t- 
ed  as  its  inftruments  for  difpenfing  good  to  men,  yet  fuch 
has  been  the  uncommon  worth,  and  fuch  the  extraordi- 
nary incidents  which  have  marked  the  life  of  him  whofe 
lofs  we  all  deplore,  that  the  whole  American  nation,  im- 
pelled by  the  fame  feelings,  v/ould  call  with  one  voice  for 
a  public  manife Ration  of  that  forrow  which  is  fo  deep  and 
fo  univerfal. 

More  than  any  other  individual,  and  as  much  as 
to  one  individual  was  poiTible,  has  he  contributed  to  found 
this  our  wide  fpreading  empire,  and  to  give  to  the  wefteriV- 
world  its  independence  and  its  freedom. 
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Having  ejected  the  great  objedl  for  wliich  he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  our  armies,  we  have  fcen  him  con- 
vert the  fword  into  the  ploughiliare,  and  voluntarily  fink 
the  foldier  into  the  citizen. 

When  the  drbility  of  our  federal  fyl^em  had  become 
jnanifeft,  and  the  bonds  which  conncfted  the  parts  of  this 
vaft  continent  were  dilfolvlng,  we  have  feen  him  the  chief 
of  thofe  patriots  who  formed  for  us  a  conftitution,  which, 
by  preferving  the  union,  will,  I  truft,  fubflantiate  and 
perpetuate  thofe  blefTings  our  revolution  had  promifed  to 
beftow. 

In  obedience  to  the  general  voice  of  his  country, 
calling  on  him  to  prefide  over  a  great  people,  we  have 
feen  him  once  more  quit  the  retirement  he  loved,  and  in 
a  feafon  more  ftormy  and  tempefluous  than  war  itfelf, 
with  calm  and  wife  determination,  purfue  the  true  interefta 
of  the  nation,  and  contribute  more  than  any  other  could 
contribute,  to  the  eftablifhment  of  that  fyflem  of  policy, 
which  will,  Itruft,  yet  preferve  our  peace,  our  honor  and 
our  independence. 

Having  been  twice  unaninjoufly  chofen  the  chief 
magiilrate  of  a  free  people,  we  fee  him,  at  a  time  when 
his  re-election  with  the  univerfal  fuSrage  could  not  have 
been'doubted,  affording  to  the  Avorld  a  rare  inflance  cf 
moderation,  by  whhdrawing  from  his  high  fiation  to  the 
peaceful  walks  of  private  life. 

However  the  public  confidence  may  change,  and 
the  public  affedion  may  flucluate  with   refped^  to    others'. 
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yet  Avitli  refpe(5l  to  him  tbcy  have,  in  war  and  in  peace, 
in  public  and  in  pilvate  lite,  been  as  ilcady  as  his  own 
firm  mind,  and  as  conflant  as  his  own  exalted  virtues. 

Let  us  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  pay  the  Uft  tribute  of 
refpe^l  and  p.fFedlion  to  our  departed  friend.  Let  the 
grand  council  of  the  nation  difplay  thoCe  fcntiments 
which  the  nation  feels. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  hold  in  my  hand  fome  refolations 
which  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  offer  to  tl^e  Houfe. 

*'  Resolved,  That  this  Houfe  will  wait  on  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  in  condolence  of  thii 
mournful  event.. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Speaker's  chair  be  fhroud- 
cd  with  black,  and  that  the  members  and  officers  of  the 
Houfe  wear  black  during  the  fcffion. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  in  conjundlion  v/ith^ 
one  from  the  Senate,  be  appointed  to  confider  on  the  raoft 
fuitable  manner   of  paying  honor  to    the  memory  of  the 
man,  firfl  in  war,  firft  in  peace,  and  firft   in  the  hearts  of 
his  country. 

Resolved,  That  this  Houfe  when  it  adjourn,  do 
a«Jjourn  to  Monday." 

These  refolutlons  were  unanlmoufly  agreed  to.— 
Sixteen  melD^ers  were  appointed  on  the  third  ve^ 
ioJution. 
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Generals  ManTiall  and  Smith  were  appointed  to 
TVait  on  the  Prefident  to  know  at  what  time  it  would  be 
convenient  to  receive  the  Houfe. 

Generals  MavQiall  and  Smith  having  waited  on 
the  Prefident  with  the  firft  refolution,  reported,  that  the 
Prefident  would  be  ready  to  receive  them  at  one  o'clock 
this  day.     The  Houfe  accordingly  waited  on  him. 

The  Speaker  addrefTed  the  Prefident  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

SIR, 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,'  penetrated  with  a 
fenfe  of  the  irreparable  lofs  fuftained  by  the  nation,  by 
the  death  of  that  great  and  good  man,  the  illuftrious  and 
beloved  Washington,  wait  on  you,  fir,  to  exprefi 
their  condolence  on  this  melancholy   and  diflrefiing  event. 

To  which  the   Preddent  made  the  following  anfwer  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentathes, 

I  receive  with  great  refpecl  and  affcftion  the  con- 
dolence of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  on  the  melan- 
choly and  afSlfting  event  in  the  death  of  the  moft  illnf- 
trious  and  beloved  perfonage  which  this  country  ever 
produced.  I  fympathize  with  you,  with  the  nation,  and 
with  good  men  through  the  world,  in  this  irreparable  lofs 
fuftained  by  us  all. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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A  MESSAGE  was  received  from  the  Senate,  inform- 
ing the  Houfc  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee,  to  confider  a  fuitable  manner  of 
paying  honor  to  the  memory  of  the  man  firft  in  war,  firfl 
in  peace,  and  firft  in  the  hearts  of  his  country,  and  that 
they  had  appointed  feven  members  to  join  a  committee  of 
the  Houfc  for  tlaat  purpofe. 

SENATE. 

December  2  5. 

Agreeably  to  the  firft  refolutlon  the  Houfe  wait- 
ed on  the  Prefident,  whom  they  addrelTed  in  the  follow- 
ing words  ; 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  refpedfully  take 
leave,  fir,  to  exprefs  to  you  their  deep  regret  for  the  lofs 
their  country  fuftains  in  the  death  of  General  George 
Washingt'on, 

This  event,  fo  diflrefTmg  to  all  our  fellow-citizens, 
muft  be  peculiarly  heavy  to  you,  who  have  long  been  af- 
fcciated  with  him  in  deeds  of  patriotifm.  Permit  us,  fir, 
to  mingle  our  tears  with  yours  ;  on  this  occafion  it  is 
manly  to  weep.  To  lofe  fuch  a  man  at  fuch  a  crifis  is  no 
common  calamity  to  the  world  :  our  country  mourns  her 
father.  The  Almighty  difpofer  of  human  events  has 
taken  from  us  our  greateft  benefaflor  and  ornament.  It 
becomes  us  to  fubmit  with  reverence  to  him,  who 
"  Hiaketh  darkaefs  his  pavilion, '* 
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With  patriotic  pride  we  review  the  life  of  our 
WASHiNcroN,  and  compare  him  with  thofe  of  other  coun- 
tries who  have  been  pre-emineut  in  fame.  Ancient  and 
modern  names  are  diminiflicd  before  him.  Greatncfs  and 
guilt  have  too  often  been  allied  j  but  his  fame  is  whiter 
than  it  is  brilliant.  The  deflroyers  of  nations  flood 
abafhed  at  the  majefty  of  his  virtue.  It  reproved  the 
intemperance  of  their  ambition  and  darkened  the  fpUndor 
of  vldory.  The  fcene  is  clofed,  and  we  are  no  longer 
anxious  left  misfortune  fliould  fully  his  glory;  he  has  tra- 
velled on  to  the  end  of  his  journey  and  carried  with  him 
ancncreafing  weight  of  honor  j  he  has  deposited  it  fafely, 
where  misfortune  cannot  tarnifh  it,  where  malice  cannot 
blaftit.  Favored  of  Heaven,  he  departed  without  exhi- 
biting the  .weakncfs  of  humanity  j  magnanimous  in 
death,  the  darknefs  of  the  grave  could  not  obfcure  his 
brightnefs. 

Suck  was  the  man  whom  we  deplore.  Thanks  to 
God,  his  glory  is  confummated.  Washington  yet  lives 
on  earth  m  his  fpotlefs  example — his  fpirit  is  in    Heaven. 

Let  his  countrymen  confecrate  the  memory  of  the 
heroic  general,  the  patriotic  ftatefman,  and  the  virtuous 
fage  :  let  them  teach  their  children  never  to  forget  that 
the  frarits  of  his  labors,  and  his  example  are  their 
inheritance. 

To  which  the  Prefident  returned  the  following 
anfwer  : 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

I  RECEIVE   with  the  mo  ft  refpedlful  and  afFeftioi>atc 

fentlments,  in    this  impiefTivc    addrefs,  the   obliging  ex- 

.preflions  of  your  regret  for   the  lofs  our  country  has  fuf- 

tained,  in  the  death    of  her  mod   efteemed,  beloved,  an^d 

admired  citizen. 

In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  and  Vecolledions, 
on  this  melancholy  event,  you  will  permit  me  only  to  fay, 
that  I  have  feen  him  in  the  days  of  adverfity,  in  fome  of 
the  fcenes  of  his  deepeft  and  mofl  trying  perplexities  ;  I 
have  alio  attended  him  in  his  higheft  elevation  and  mod 
profperous  felicity  j  with  uniform  admiration  of  his  wif- 
dom,  moderation  and  conftancy. 

i 

Among  all  our  original  a0bciates,  in  that  memora-  ' 
ble  league  of  the  continent  in  1 774,  which  firft  exprefled 
the  fovereign  will  of  a  free  nation  in  America,  he  was 
the  only  one  remaining  in  the  general  government.  Al- 
though, wiih  a  conltitution  more  enfeebled  than  his,  at 
an  age  whexi  he  thought  ft  necelTary  to  prepare  for  retire- 
ment, I  feel  myfelf  alone,  bereaved  of  my  laft  brother  j 
yet  I  derive  a  ftrong  confolation  from  the  unanimous  dif- 
poOilon,  which  appears  in  all  ages  and  clalTes,  to  mingle 
their  forrows  with  mine,  on  this  common  calamity  to  tllfej 
world. 

The  life  of  our  Washington  cannot  fuffer  by  ai 
comparifon  with  thofe  of  other  countries,  who  have  been] 
moll  celebrated  and  exalted  Dy  fame.  The  attributes  and] 
decorations  of  royalty,  could  have  only  ferved  to  eclipfc 

I 
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the  majefty  of  thofe  virtues,  which  made  him,  from  being 
a  modeft  citizen,  a  more  refplendent  luminary.  Misfor- 
tune, had  he  lived,  could  hereafter  have  fullied  his  glory- 
only  with  thofe  fuperficial  minds,  who,  believing  that 
characters  and  anions  are  marked  by  fuccefs  alone,  rarel/ 
dcferve  to  enjoy  it.  Malice  could  never  blaft  his  honors 
and  envy  made  him  a  fmgular  exception  to  her  univerfal 
rule.  For  himfelf  he  had  lived  enough,  to  life  and  t* 
^lory.  For  his  fellow-citizens,  if  their  prayers  could 
have  been  anfwered,  he  would  have  been  imr/iortal.  For 
me,  his  departure  is  at  a  moft  unfortunate  moment.— 
Trufting,  however,  in  the  wife  and  righteous  dominion  of 
Providence  over  the  paflions  of  men,  and  the  refults  of 
their  councils  and  actions,  as  well  as  over  their  lives,  and 
nothing  remains  for  me,  but  humble  rcfignation. 

His  example  is  now  complete,  and  it  will  teach 
wifdom  and  virtue  to  magiftrates,  citizens,  and  men,  not 
only  in  the  prefcnt  age,  but  in  future  generations,  as 
long  as  our  hiflory  fhall  be  read.  If  a  Trajan  found  a 
Pliny,  a  Marcus  Aurclius  can  never  want  biographers, 
eulogiils  or  hiftorians. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs  General  Marfliill 
made  a  report  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  a  fuitable  mode  of  commemorating  the  death  of 
General  Washington, 

He  reported  the  following  refolutions  : 
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Resolved  Bj  the  Seriate  and  Houfe  of  Rcprefenta- 
lives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  asjetn- 
Ncdy  That  a  marble  monument  be  freded  by  the  United 
States  at  the  capital  of  the  city  of  Wafliington,  and  that 
the  family  of  General  JVjiSHJNG7'0N  be  requefted  to  per- 
mit his  body  to  be  dcpofited  under  it,  and  that  the  monu- 
ment  be  fo  defigned  as  to  commemorate  the  great  events 
-of  his  military  and  political  life* 

And  be  it  farther  refolvcdj  That  there  be  a  fune- 
ral procefTion  from  Congrefs  hall  to  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  io  memory  of  General  George  IVASHiNGfoNf 
on  Thurfday  the  i6th  inft.  and  that  an  oration  be  prepa- 
red at  the  requeft  of  Congrefs,  to  be  delivered  before  both 
Houfes  that  day  ;  and  that  the  Prefident  of  the  Senate, 
and  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  be  defired 
to  rcqueft  one  of  the  members  of  Congrefs  to  prepare  and 
deliver  the  fame« 

And  be  it  further  refokcd^  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  wear  crape  on  their 
left  arm,  as  mourning,  for  thirty  days,  I 

And  be  it  further  refolded,  That  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  States  be  requefted  to  dired  a  copy  of  thefe 
refolut'ons  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Mrs.  Wafhin^ton,  afTuring 
her  of  the  profound  refped  Congrefs  will  ever  bear  for  her 
p:;fon  ?nd  charaaer,  of  their  condolence  on  the  late  af- 
feaing  dlfpenfation  «f  Providence,  and  entreating  her 
aCent  to  the  interment  of  the  remains  of  General  Wash- 
iNcroNiw  the  manner  expreifed  in  the  firft  refolution. 
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And  be  it  further  refohedj  That  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  be  requefled  to  iiTue  his  proclamation,  notify- 
ing to  the  people  throughout  the  United  States,  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  :hc  third  refolution. 

These  reiolutions  pafled  both  Houfes  unanimoufl/. 


A    PROCLAMATION. 

BY   TKE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 

AMERICA. 


w. 


HEREA5  ihe  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
*•  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  General  George  IVashing^ 
7'oNy"  have  this  day  rcfolved,  "  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  as  mourning,  for  thirty  days  ;"  and,  **  That  the  Pre- 
fident of  the  United  States  be  requeued  to  iifue  a  proclama- 
tion, notifying  to  the  people  throughout  the  United  States 
the  faid  recommendation."  Now,  therefore,  I,  JOHN 
ADAMS,  Prefident  of  the  United  State?,  do  hereby  pro- 
claim the  fame  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  feal  of  the  United 
Slates,  at  Philadelphia,  the  twenty*fourth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  ike  United  States  the  twenty-fourth. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

By  the  Prefident, 

Timothy  Pickering    Secretary  of  State. 
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Adjutant  generaV s  Officey 
New-Torkf  December  2/^^    *799' 


M. 


.AJOR  General  Hamilton,  has  received,  tbro' 
tiie  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  order  from  the  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

The  Prefident,  with  deep  regret,  announces  to  the 
army,  the  death  of  11%  beloved  chief,  General  George 
Washington.  Sharing  in  the  grief  which  every  heart 
mart  feel  for  fo  heavy  and  afflicting  a  public  lofs,  and  defirous 
^^  exprefs  his  high  fenfe  of  the  vaft  debt  of  gratitude  which 
is  due  to  the  virtues,  talents  and  ever  memorable  feryiees  of 
the  illuftrious  dectafed,  he  direfts  that  funeral  honors  be 
paid  to  him  at  all  the  military  ftations,  and  that  the  officers 
of  the  army  and  of  the  feveral  corps  of  volunteers,  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm,  by  way  of  mourning,  for  fix  months. 
Major  General  Hamilton  will  give  the  necefTary  orders  for 
carrying  into  effedl  the  foregoing  directions. 


The  impreffivc  terms,  in  whictlrthis  great  national 
calamity  is  announced  by  the  Prefident,  could  receive  no 
iiew  force  from  any  thing  that  might  be  adde:!.  The  voice 
of  praife  would  in  vain  endeavor  to  exalt  a  charailer,  unri- 
valled on  the  lift  of  true  glory.  Words  would  in  vain 
attempt  to  give  utterance  to  that  profound  and  reverential 
grief,  which  v/ill  penetrate  «very  American  bofom,  and 
engage  the  fympathy  of  an  admiring  world.  If  the  fad 
privilege  of   pre-eminence  in  forrow  may  juftly  be  claimed 
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Ly  the  companions  w.  arms  of  our  lamented  chief,  their  af- 
fections will  fponta^ieoufly  perform  the  dear,  though  painful 
duty.  It  is  only  for  me  to  mingle  my  tears,  with  thofe  of 
my  fellow-foldiers,  cherifiiing  with  them  the  precious  recol- 
Ie(StIon,  that  while  others  are  paying  a  merited  tribute  to 
*'  the  man  of  the  age,''  we  in  particular,  allied  as  we  are 
to  him  by  a  clofe  tie,  are  called  to  mourn  the  irreparable 
lofs  of  a  kind  ind  venerable  patron  and  father  ! 

In  obedience  to  the  diieclions  of  the  Prefident,  the 
following  funeral  honors  will  be  paid  at  the  feveral  flaiionB 
of  the  armyt 

At  day  break  fixxeen  guns  wiH  be  fired  in  quick  fuc- 
cefiion,  and  one  gun  at  the  diftance  ©f  each  half  hour  until 
fun  fer. 

During  the  procefllon  of  the  troops  to  the  place  rc- 
prefenting  thai  of  the  interment,  and  until  the  conclufion 
of  the  ceremonial,  Hiinute  guns  will  be  fired. 

The  bier  will  be  received  by  the  troops  formed  m 
line,  prefenting  their  arms,  and  the  officers,  drums  and 
colors  faiuttng  ;  after  this  the  procefiion  will  begin  ;  the 
troops  marching  by  platoons  in  inverted  order,  and  with  arms 
rcverfed  to  the  place  of  interment — the  drums  muffled,  and 
the  mufic  playing  a  dead  march. 

The  bier  carried  by  four  ferjeant?,  and  attended  by 
Ux  pall-bearers,  where  there  is  cavalry,  will  be  preceded  by 
the  cavalry  and  will  be  followed  by  the  troops   on   foot.— 

1-3 


J  20  DEATH  OF    WASIlIiVGTON. 

Where  iher?  iy  no  cavalry,  a  detachment  of  Infantry  witl 
precede  the  bier,  which  itfelf  will  in  every  cafe  be  preced- 
ed by  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  may  be  prefent.  The  officers  of 
the  general  ftaff  will  immediately  fuccttcd  the  bier. 

Wjiere  a  numerous  body- of  citizens  fliall  be  united 
with  the  military  in  the  proceflion,  the  whole  of  the  troops 
will  precede  the  bier,  which  will  then  be  followed  by  the 
citizens. 

When  arnved  near  the  place  of  interment,  the  pro- 
celTion  will  halt.  The  troops  in  front  of  the  bier,  will  form 
in  line,  and  opening  their  ranks  will  face  inwards,  to  admit 
the  pafTage  of  the  bier,  which  will  then  pafs  through  the 
ranks,  the  troops  leaning  on  their  arms  rererfed  while  the 
bier  palfes  !  When  the  bier  ihall  have  pafTed,  the  troops 
"^vill  refume  their  pofition  in  line,  and  reverfing  their  arms, 
will  remain  leaning  upon  them  until  the  ceremonial  fliall  be 
clofed. 

The  Hiufic  will  now  perform  a  folemn  air,  after  which 
the  introdudory  part  of  this  order  fliall  be  read, 

A  T  the  end  of  this,  a  detachment  of  Infantry  appoint- 
ed for  the  purpofe,  will  advance  and  fire  three  vollies  over 
the  bier.  The  troops  will  then  return  ;  the  mufic  playing 
ibe  Prefident's  march,  the  drums  previoufly  unmulfled. 

The  uniform  companies  of  militia  are  invited  to  join 
%  ams  the  volunteer  corps. 

The  commanders  at  particular  flations,  conforming 
generally  to  this  plan,  will  make  fiich  exceptions  as  will  ac- 
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commodate  it  to  fituation.  At  places  where  proceHIons  of 
unarmed  citizens  fliali  take  place,  it  is  the  wifh  of  the 
Major-General  that  the  military  ceremonial  fliould  be  unit- 
ed. And  the  particular  commanders  at  ihofe  places  are  au- 
thorifed  to  vary  the  plan,  fo  as  to  adapt  it  to  the  clrcum- 
ftances. 

Brigadier  General  Macpherfon  is  charged  to  fupcr- 
intend  the  ceremonial  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Major 
ToufTard  will  attend  to  Fort  MifHin,  and  will  co-operate 
with  him. 

The  day  of  performing  the  ceremonial  at  each  flation 
is  left  to  the  particular  commanders. 

Major  General  Pinckney  will  make  fuch  further  ar- 
rangements within  his  diftridt  as  he  fliall  deem  expedient. 

W.  NORTH,  Ad.  Gen, 

December  2^^   ■799> 

The  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe,  that  in  conformity 
fothefecond  refolution  pafled  on  Monday,  Major  General 
Lee  had  been  appointed  by  the  Prefident  of  the  Senate,  and 
he  Speaker  of  tht  Houfc  of  Reprefenratives,  to  prepare 
and  deliver  the  oration  in  honor  of  our  late  illuQrious  com- 
mander in  chief,  on  Thurfday  next,  which  appointment  he 
had  been  pleafed  to  accept. 

A  MESSAGE  was  received  from  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  notifying  the  Houfe  that  he  had  agreed  to 
the  rcfoluticns  pafled  on  Monday,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of. 
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General  Washington,  and   depofited  them  among   the 
rolls  and  records  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Marshall,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint 
ed  to  confider  and  report  what  meafures  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  General  Washing- 
ton, made  another  report  in  part,  which  was  unanimouf- 
]y  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit  : 

JRe/olved,  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Rcprefenia-^ 
thes  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  assembled^  That  it 
be  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to 
aflemble  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  February  next,  in 
fuch  numbers  and  manner  as  may  be  convenient,  publicly 
to  teftify  their  grief  for  the  death  of  General  George 
Washington,  by  fuitable  eulogies,  orations,  and  dif- 
courfes  ;  or  by  public  prayers. 

And  be  it  further  ref^hed^  That  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  States  be  requeued  to  recommend  the  fame, 
by  a  proclamation  for  that  purpofe. 


A  proclamation. 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES  OF 

AMERICA. 


w. 


HEREAS  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  have  this  day  refolved,  "  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  aflemble  on  th« 
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twenty-fecond  day  of  February  next,  in  fuch  numbers 
and  manner  as  may  be  convenient,  publicly  to  tefiiry 
their  grief  for  the  death  of  General  Georgl  Wash- 
ington, by  fuitable  eulogies,  orations  and  dlfcourfes, 
or  by  public  prayers  ;"  and,  "  That  the  Prefident  be  re- 
quefted  to  iiTue  a  proclamation  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying 
the  foregoing  refoluticn  into  efftd."  Now,  therefore, 
T,  JOHN  ADAMS,  Prefident  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  proclaim  the  fame  accordingly. 

Given  under  my    hand    and  the   feal  of  the  United 
States,  at  Philadelphia,   the  f.xth  day  of  January* 
in  the  ypar  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand    eight  hun- 
dred    and  of  the  ind^oendence    of  the   faid  dates 

-the  twenty-fourth. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  Prefident, 

Timothy  Pickering  Secretary  of  State. 


Alexandria  (Virg.)  December    a  I,   I799' 
PARTICULAR  ACCOUNT 

or    THE  LATE     ILLNESS     AND      DEAfH   OF     ^ 


s 


'OME  time  in  the  night  of  Friday,  the  loth 
inflant,  having  been  expofed  to  a  rain  on  the  preceedinj 
day,  General  Washington  was  attacked  with  an  in- 
flammatory affeftion  of  the   upper  part  of  the  wind  pipe, 
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called  in  technical  language  Cynache  TrachealIs.— 
The  difeafe  commenced  with  a  violent  ague,  accompanied 
-with  fome  pain  in  the  upper  and  fore  part  of  the  throat, 
afenfe  of  ftritl^ure  in  the  fame  part,  a  cough,  and  a  diffi- 
cult, rather  than  a  painful  deglutition,  which  were  fcon 
fucceeded  by  fever  and  a  quick  and  laborious  refpiration. 
The  necefTity  of  blood-letting  fuggcfting  itfelf  to  the 
General,  he  procured  a  bleeder  in  the  neighbourhood, 
"who  took  from  his  arm  in  the  night  twelve  or  fourteen 
ounces  of  blood.  He  could  not  by  any  means  be  pre- 
vailed on  by  the  family  to  fend  for  the  attending  phyfi- 
cian  till  the  following  morning,  wlio  arrived  at  Mount 
Vernon  at  about  1 1  o'clock  on  Saturday,  Difcovering 
the  cafe  to  be  highly  alarming,  and  forefeeing  the  fatal 
tendency  of  the  difeafe,  two  confulting  phyficians  Avere 
immediately  fent  for,  who  arrived,  one  at  half  after 
three,  and  the  other  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  :  in 
the  mean  time  were  employed  two  pretty  copious  bleedings, 
a  blifter  was  applied  to  the  part  affedled,  two  moderate 
dofes  of  calomel  were  given,  and  an  injedlion  was  admi- 
niflered,  which  operated  on  the  lower  inteftines,  but  all 
•without  any  perceptible  advantage,  tbc  refpiration  be- 
coming flill  more  difficult  and  dillreflingv  Upon  the  ar- 
rival of  the  firft  of  the  confulting  phyficians,  it  was 
agreed,  as  there  were  yet  no  Cgns  of  accumuhtien  in  the 
bronchial  velTels  of  the  lungs,  to  try  the  refult  of  another 
bleeding,  when  about  thirty-two  ounces  of  blood  were 
drawn,  without  the  fmalleft  apparent  allevation  of  the 
difeafe.  Vapours  of  vinegar  and  water  were  frequently 
inhaled,    ten  grains  of  calomel  were  giv-en,,  fucceeded  by 
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repeated  dofes  of  emetic  tartar,  amounting  in  all  to  five 
or  fix  grains,  with  no  other  effect  than  a  copious  difcharge 
from  the  bowels.  The  powers  of  life  fecmcd  now  mani- 
felUy  yielding  to  the  force  of  the  diforder  ;  blifters  were 
applied  to  the  extremities,  together  with  a  cataplafm  of 
bran  and  vinegar  to  the  throat.  Speaking,  which  wag 
painful  from  the  beginning,  now  became  almoft  impradi- 
cable  J  refpiration  grew  more  and  more  contraded  and 
iinperfeft,  till  half  afrer  1 1  on  Saturday  night,  retaining 
the  full  pofTefTion  of  his  intellcfl — when  he  expired  with- 
out a  ftruggle. 

He  was  fully  imprefled  at  the  beginning  of  his  com- 
plaint, as  v/ell  as  through  every  fucceeding  flage  of  it, 
that  its  concludon  would  be  mortal  j  fabmitting  to  the 
feveral  exertions  made  for  his  recovery,  rather  as  a  duty, 
than  from  any  expedation  of  their  efficacy.  He  confl- 
dered  the  operations  of  death  upon  his  fyfrem  as  coeval 
with  the  difeafe  ;  and  feveral  honrs  before  his  death,  af- 
ter repeated  efforts  to  be  underilood,  fuccecded  in  expref- 
fing  a  defire  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  die  without 
further  interruption. 

During  the  {hort  period  of  his  illnefs,  he  econo- 
mized his  time,  in  the  arangement  of  fuch  few  concerns 
as  required  his  attention,  with  the  utmoft  ferenity  ;  and 
anticipated  his  approaching  diflblution  with  every  demon- 
ftration  of  that  equanimity  for  which  his  whole  life  lias 
been  fo  uniformly    and  fmgularly  confpicuous. 

JAMES  CRAICK,  Attending  PhyGcian. 

ELISHA  C.  DICK,  Confulting  Phylician. 
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anafljingtan's;  JFuneraL 

Ext r ad  of  a  letter  from  a  correfpondent  in  Alex* 
andrJa,  dated  December  19,   1799. 

"  Y  ESTERDAY  I  attended  the  funeral  of  the 
favior  of  our  couwtry  at  Mount  Vernon  ;  and  had  the 
honor  of  being  one  who  carried  his  body  to  the  vault.— 
He  was  borne  by  military  gentlemen,  and  brethren  of 
our  lodge,  of  which  he  was  formerly  mafler.  I  inclofc 
you  a  iketch  of  the  procefTion.  To  defcribe  the 
fcene  is  impoffible*— — The  coffin  bore  his  fword 
and  apron  ;  and  the  members  of  the  lodge  walked  as 
mourners.  His  horfe  was  led,  properly  caprifoned,  by 
two  of  his   fervants^  in  mourning. 

'<  As  I  helped  place  his  body  In  the  vault,  and  flood 
at  the  door  while  the  funeral  fervice  was  performing,  I 
had  the  bed  opportunity  of  obferving  the  countenances 
of  all.  Every  one  was  affefted,  but  none  fo  much  as  his 
domeilics  of  all  ages. 


o 


interment 

Geoece-Totvn^  December  20,  1799. 


N  Wednefday  laft,  the  mortal  part  of  JVash- 
iNGtoN    the    great—the  father  of  his  country    and  the 

friend  of  man,  was   configned  to   the  tomb,    with  folemn 
honors  and  funeral  poinp. 
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^7 


A  MULTITUDE  of  pcrfons  afTembled^  from  many 
miles  around,  at  Mount  Vernon,  the  choice  abode  and 
laft  relidence  of  the  illudricus  chief.  There  wcic  J  ; 
groves,  the  fpaclous  avenues,  the  beautiful  and  fubiiiu-c; 
fcenes,  the  noble  manfion  ^  but  alas  1  the  auguil  inhabi- 
tant v/as  now  no  more.  ^  That  great  foul  was  gone.  His 
mortal  part  was  there  indeed  /*hyt  ah  !  how  atfecling  ! 
how  ajvful  the  fpe6\aclc  oj^^m\i  worth  and  greatnefs, 
thus,  to  mortal  eycf,  TJ Is ^|^^Bl1  fallen  1  fallen  1 

In  the  long  and  lofty''  poroj&o«.  where  oft  the  hero 
walked  in  all  his  "glo^  nowJ^^^K  flirouded  corpfe.— 
The  countenance^^nSPJ'BWpofe'd'  and  ferene,  fecmed  to 
cxprcfs  the  dignity  of  the  Tpii.t  v/hich  lately  dwelt  in  that 
lifelefs  form.  Xiicre^^ie  wh^paid  the  laft  fad  honors 
to  the  benefac^^Bt  ^HcAilifm^ 
farewel  view. 


>»' 


»  C"" 


tiyptook   an    impreiiive,  a 


On  tl!PHi^J?n^pt  tiiej^ead  of  the  cofl^n,  was 
infcribed  SuRjjHBj^^cijff^^^bout  the  middle  of  the 
colBn,  GLORiA^^HPB^f^Swrrh'e  filver  plate, 

General  ®:orge  caa^mijtan. 

DEPARTED    THIS   LlFEVOISr     THE    I^th  DEC.    1 799, 


JEt.  68. 


^.i^ 


Between  three  and  four  o'clock,  the  found  of  ar- 
tillery  from  a  veflel  in  the  river,  firing  minute  guns,  awoke 
afrtih  our  folcmn  forrov/ ;  the  corpfc  v/as  movcrd;  a  band 
of  nii-.fiC  with  mouwfal  melodv,  melted  the  rvii!  r  ■  j  .'J 
the  tenderntfj  of  v/cc;. 


:.i 
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The  proceflTion    was  formed    and   moved   on  in  the 
following  order  : 

Cavalry y     1        ,,  r  7     C     ' 

Infantry,    j   ^^/'^  ^'"^^  rcvcrfcd,    ^     Guard, 

Clergt^    ^^^^P 
Tie   Generals    bof/e^    xuit^    his  faddle^     holjlers..  and 

Coi,  SiMMs,        ^tilf^-''^      .Co^;  Gilpin, 


Col.  Ramsay, 


CoL  Payne, 


ARSTELLER, 


TL«» 


When  the  proeeflren  had  arrived  at  the  bottom  of 
the  elevated  lawn,  oii  tb^anks  of  the  Potomac,  where 
the  lapiily  vault  is  placed,  th^avalry  halted,  the  infantry 
marched  towards  the  Mount  and  formed  the  inlines  ;  the 
clergy,  the  mafonic  brothers,  and  the  citizens  dcfccnded 
to  the  vault,  and  the  funeral  fcrviee  of  the  church  was 
performed.     The  firing  was  repeated  from  the  veUel  in 
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the  river,  and  the  lounds  echoed  from  the  woods  and 
hills  around. 

Three    general  difchkrges    b^  the  infantry,  the  ca- 

valrv',  and  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  Vhich  lined  the  banks 
of  the  Potomac  blu^k  of  the  vault,  paid  the  laft  tribute 
10  the  entombed  comfiander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  and  lo  the  v— -v-ble  departed  hero. 

The  fun  ^^-  ^~w  BR'^.     Sflas  1    tht /un  of  glory 

^nvas  fet  forever.  -  *'      n^me   r,i  "\\'ashington,  the 

American  Prefihent  and  Cieneral  will  triumph  over  death  ; 

the    unclouded  s    glory   will   illuminate 

future  ap-es. 


FUNERAL    PROCESSION  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

^    Philadelphia,  December  27. 

X  ESTEPvDi4^Y  was  obferved  in  this  city  as  a 
day  of  mourning  for  the  lofs^l^fhe  Fatlier  of  our  Goun- 
try.  Bufinefs  was  fufpended,  the  citizens  appeared  in 
the  habiliments  of  grief — and  the  tones  of  the  deep 
muffled  bells  afcended  on  high — wliile  Philadelphia  p<iid  a 
merited  tribute  of  refpecl  to  our  beloved  Washington, 
by  pompous  funeral  honors — and  genuine  grief. 

At    the    dawn    of  day,    fixteen    guns  were  fired  in 
quick  fucceffion,  and   one  gun  at  each  half  hour  till  lun- 
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fet.  At  noon,  the  bier  was  received  by  tlie  troops  form- 
ed in  line,  prefenting  their  arms,  and  the  officers,  drums, 
and  colors  falutin^^,  after  -which  the  proCjCflion  formed 
and  moved  to  tjl>e  German  Lutheran  Church  icr  tl«e  fol- 
lowing order— Minute  guns  firing  at  dlftance. 

Trumpeter,, 
Playing  1  dead  jK^rclu 
A    detachment   of    Captains  ^BrhaVton    and    M'Kean's 

trag 
Standards  of    the    troops    n^^^f^l^fr^,    covered  with 

black  crai> 

'  i.    ^ 

General  Mae^ 

His  ajd^ 
Militia  legion  of"  rennfy 
Marching  by  platoons,  in    inverted   order,  with   arms 
reverfed— flandards  covered  with  black  crape. 

Macpherfon's  Blues, 
Marching  by   platoons   in  inverted    order,    with   arms 
reverfed— ftandards  covered  with  black  crape. 
Captain   Singer's  Troop, 
Swords    drawn— marching    in    open    file,  in    inverted 
order,  flandard  and  mufic  in  mourning. 
Captain  Leiper's    Troop, 
Swords  drawn—marching  in   open  file,  in    inverted  or- 
der, ftandard  and  mufic  in  mourning. 

Captain  Morrel's  Troop, 
Swords    drawn— marching   in   open    file,    in    inverted 
order,  ftandard  and  mufic,  in  mourning. 
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Captain  Dunlap's  Troop, 
Swords    drawn — Marching    in    open    file,  in    inverted 
order,  ftandard  and  mafic,  in  mourning. 

County  Troop, 
Swords  drawn — marching  in  open    file,  in  inverted  or- 
der, ftandard  and  mufic   in  mourning. 

Militia  Officers, 
Officers  of  the  Navy. 
Thirty-three  Clergymen — with    white  Scarfs. 
A  White  Horfe  covered  with  black  crape,  with  faddle, 
holfters  and  piftols — white  and  black  plumes  on  his  head. 

Maj.  Jackson  ^J  Maj.  Toussard 

Maj.  Hopkins  t^^  Maj.   Moylan 

>»\ 
Lenj,  Stoddard  ^   \  Jas,  M^Henry. 

Marfiial  of  the  United  States, 
In  deep    mourning  with   a  white  wand    encircled  with 
black  crape. 

Sergeant  at  arms  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

With  a  white    wand  encircled  with  black  crape. 

Prefident  and  fecretary  of  the  fenate,  and  members  of  the 

fenate,  two    and  two, 
With  white  fcarfs,  tied  in  a  bow  on  the  left  fhouldcr— 
in  the  centre  of  the  bow  a  rofe  of  black  ribbon. 
.  ,  Sergeant  at  arms  ot*  tjie  Houfe  of  Reprefentatiyes,-, 
With  a  white  wand  encircled  with  bUck  crape, 

M  3 
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Speaker    and  Clerk    of  the    Hoiife  of  Rep;efentativcs  and 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives  two  and  two, 

With  white  fcarfs  tied  in  a   bow  on  the  left  (houlder 

in  the  centre  of  the  bow,  a  rofe  of  black  ribbon. 

Heads  of  Departments. 

Judiciary  of  the  United  States. 

American    Go.nmiffioncrs    under   the    6th   article    of  the 

Britifli   treaty,  with   their  agent. 

American  Gominiflioners  under  the  treaty  Avith  Spain. 

Poft-maftcr  General  and  Gomptroller  of  treafury. 

Auditor    and  Treafurer. 

Kegirter  and  Commiflioncr    of  Revenue. 

Purveyor  and  GommilTiary  of  military  ftores. 

Deputy  Poflmafter* General     and    Accountants  of    War 

and  Navy. 

Colleiclor,    Naval    Officer    and    Surveyor   of  the    Port  of 

Philadelphia,  Society  of  Gincinnati. 

Mafons. 

Officers  of  the  Army,  Navy,    and  Militia,    not    on  duty. 

Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  Gity. 

Aldermen, 

Menibcrs  of  the  SeletTt  and  Common  Councils. 

Citizens. 

On  the  arrival  of  th§  front  Platoon  at  the  Church, 
the  Proceflion  halted.  The  troops  in  front  of  the  Bier 
formed  in  line  ;  and  opening  their  ranks,  made  an  avenue^ 
through  which  the  Bier  and  remainder  of  the  proceflion 
pa0ed— the  troops  leaning   on  their  arms  reverfed. 
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As  the  procefTion  entered:  "  ;  ircli,  the  folenia 
peals  of  the  deep-toned  or':^an  1-  :.  .  iTed  the  mind  wifh  the 
utmofl  folemnity,  and  well  prepafed  it  for  the  mournful 
occafion  ;  and,,  when  the  Or;iror  uF  *'"?  day  p.inted  in 
glowing  colours  the  illuftnous  deeds  and  virtues  of  the 
deceafed,  the  public  grief  burft  into  unreih-aintd  lamen- 
tation. 

When  he  had  ceafedto  fpeak,  the  mournful  founds 
of  the  organ  again  *'  foftcned  the  foul  to  all  the  tender- 
nefs  of  wof ,"  while  the  following  lines  were  chaunted  by 
the  Thefplan  choir. 

Miss  HUNTLY, 

ift.— ^fr/o«j  Air  and  Chorus, 

Columbia's  Sons  may  now   lament, 
Their  Ipear  is  broke,  their  bow  unbent, 
Their  glory  fled  ; 

Amongfl:  the  dead  Great  WASnJNGros  lies, 
Forever  clofcd  his  eyes. 

Glorious  Hero  !    may  thy  grave 
Peace  and  Honor  ever  have  ; 
After  all  thy  pains  and  woes, 
Refl:  eternal,  fweet  repofe  : 
Bring  the  Laurels,  bring  the  Bays, 
Strew  his  hearfe,  and  flrcw  the  ways. 

DA    CAPO, 


136  »EATH     OF     WASHINGTON.  ^ 

General  George    WASHiNGros,  which  he   prepared  and 
delivered  at  the  rcqucft  of  Congrefs. 

Refohcd^   That  tlie  Secretary  be   direftcd  to   apply 
to  General  Lee  for  a  copy  of  the  fame. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
December  30. 

The  fpcakcr  read  to  the  houfe  the  following  letters  t 

Philadelphia^  lyth  Dec,  1799. 

DEAR    SIR, 

The  inclofed  refolutions,  which  unanimoufly  paflfed! 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentjitives  this  day,  will  make  known 
to  you  how  highly  they  have  been  gratified  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  performed  the  fervlce  afligned  to 
you,  in  preparing  and  delivering  a  funeral  oration  on  the 
death  of  General  WASniNGtoN,  That  our  conftituents 
Biay  participate  in  the  gratification  we  Jiave  received, 
from  your  having  fo  well  expreffed  the  fentiments  of  ref- 
pe£l  for  the  character,  of  gratitu  le  for  the  fervice,  and 
of  grief  for  the  death  of  that  illuftrlons  perfonage  j  1 
flatter  myfelf  you  will  not  hefitate  to  comply  with  the 
requeft  of  the  houfe,  by  funulhing  a  copy  of  your  ora- 
tion to  be  taken  for  publication.  Allow  me,  while  per- 
forming this  pleafing  tafk  of , official  duty,  in  communi- 
cating an   ad  of  the   Reprefentatives  "^f  the   people,  f© 
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ju(\  to  you,  and  Co    honorable  to   theiTifclvcs,  to    embrace 
the  opportunity  to  declare  that 

I  am,  perfopally, 

With  ^reat  efteem  ^ 

and  Cnctre  regard, 
Dcfar    Sir, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  fervant, 
THEODORE  SEDGV/IGK. 
The  hon.  Maj.  Gen.  Lee. 

Franklin  Court y  Dec*  28,  '99. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  OWE  to  the  goodnefs  of  tl^e  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  the  honor  which  their  refpeaive  rtriolutions  confer 
on  iny  humble  efforts  to  execute  their  wi(h. 

I  CAN  never  difobey  their  will,  and  therefore  will 
furnifti  a  copy  of  the  oration  delivered  on  the  laie  abid- 
ing occafion,  much  as  I  had  flattered  myfelf  with  a  dif- 
ferent difpofition  of   it. 

Sincerely  reciprocating  the  perfonil  conndera- 
tions  with  which  you  honor  me, 

I  am  very  refpeclfullyk  Tir, 

your  friend  and  ob't  fervant 

HENRY  LEE. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe    1 
of  Reprefentatives.  3 
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General  George    Washi-ncTos^  which   he    prepared  and 
delivered  at  the  rcqucft  of  Congrefs. 

Refolvcd^   That  the  Secretary  be   direftcd   to   apply 
to  General  Lcc  for  a  copy  of  the  fame. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
December  30. 

The  fpcaker  read  to  the  houfe  the  following  letters : 

Pbiladelpbia^  ijth  Dec,  I799» 

DEAR    SIR, 

The  inclofed  refolutions,  which  unanimoufly  pafled 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefent^tives  this  day,  will  make  known 
to  you  how  highly  they  have  been  gratified  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  performed  the  fcrvlce  affigned  to 
you,  in  preparing  and  delivering  a  funeral  oration  on  the 
death  of  General  WASniNGtON,  That  our  conftituents 
may  participate  in  the  gratification  we  ...have  received, 
from  your  having  fo  well  expI'efTed  the  fentiments  of  ref- 
pea  for  the  character,  of  gratitu  le  for  the  fervice,  and 
of  grief  for  the  death  of  that  llludrlous  perfonage  j  I 
flatter  myfelf  you  will  not  hefitate  to  comply  with  the 
requeft  of  the  houfe,  by  funiiftiing  a  copy  of  your  ora- 
tion to  be  taken  for  publication.  Allow  me,  while  per- 
forming this  pie afing  talk  of , official  duty,  in  communi- 
cating an   ad  of  the   Reprcfentatives  "of  the   people,  fo 
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jaft  to  you,  and  Co    honorable  to   themfclvcs,  to    embrace 
the  opportunity  to  declare  that 

I  am,  perforally, 

With -^reat  efteem  ^^ 

and  finctre  regard, 
Dviir    Sir, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  fervant, 
THEODORE  SEDGWICK. 
The  hon.  Maj.  Gen.   Lee. 

Franklin  Courts  Dec*  28,  '99. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  OWE  to  the  goodnefs  of  tl  e  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  the  honor  which  their  refpedtive  rcfolutions  confer 
on  my  humble  efforts  to  execute  their  wifti. 

I  CAN  never  difobey  their  will,  and  therefore  will 
furnifh  a  copy  of  the  oration  delivered  on  the  late  aifiid- 
ing  occafion,  much  as  I  had  flattered  myfelf  with  a  dif- 
ferent difpofition  of   it. 

Sincerely  reciprocating  the  perfonil  conndera- 
tions  with  which  you  honvir  me, 

I  am  very  refpectfully*  (ir, 
your  friend  ana  ob't  fervant 

HENRY  LEE, 


The  Speaker  of  the  Houfc 
of  Reprefentatives. 


} 
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ON  THE  DEATH  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON, 

DELIVtRKD     BY  THE     HON.      Mli,    LeE-,    M,      C, 


I 


N  obedience  to  your*  will,  I  rife  your  humble 
organ,  with  the  hope  of  executiii^-  a  part  of  the  fyftem  of 
public  n;ourning  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  adopt, 
commemorative"  of  the  death  of  the  moll:  illufirious  and 
nioft  beloved  pcrfonage  this  country  has  ever  produced  ; 
and  when,  while  it  tranfmits  to  poRerity  your  fenfe  of  the 
awful  event,.  taithfulJy  reprcfcnts  your  knowledge  of  the 
confummate  excellence  you  fo  cordially  honor.  , 

Desperate  indeed  is  any  attempt  on  earth  to  i 
meet  correlpondently  this  uifpenfation  of  heaven  j  for, 
while  with  pious  refignation  v/e  fubmit  to  the^  will  of  an  j 
all-gracious  Providence,  we  can  never  ceafe  lamenting  in 
our  finite  view  of  Omnipotent  wifdom,  the  heart-rending 
privation  for  which  our  nation  weeps.  When  the  civiliz- 
ed world  fhakes  to  its  centre  ;  when  every  moment  gives 
birth  to  itrange  and  momentous  changes  ;  when  our  peace- 
ful quarter  of  the  globe,  exempt  as  it  happdy  has  been 
from  any  Ihare  in  the  flanghter  of  the  human  race,  may 
yet  be  compelled  to  abandon  her  pacific  policy,  and  to 
rilk  the  doleful  cafualties  of  war  :  What  limit  is  there  to 
the  extent  of  our  lofs  ? — None  within  the  reach  of  ray 
words  to  exprefs :  none  which  your  feelings  will  not 
difavow.  « 

*  TLs  izv3  Ho:>j^s  c:f  dngrcfs. 
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The  founder  of  our  federal  republic — our  bulwark  in 
war,  our  guide  In  peace,  Is  no  more.  Oh  that  this  ^vas 
but  queftionable  1  Kope,  the  comforter  of  the  vvrsichcd, 
would  pour  into  cur  agonized  hearts  its  balni)'  dew.  But 
alas  !  there  is  no  hope  for  us  j  our  Washixgton  is  re- 
moved forever.  PofTeffing  the  floutelt  frame,  and  pureft 
mind,  he  had  palled  nearly  to  his  fixty* eighth  year,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  high  healtii,  when  hubiiuated  by  his  care  of 
us  to  neglfft  hinililf,  a  fl'ghi  cold,  diiregarded,  became  in- 
convenient on  Friday,  oppreffive  on  Saturday,  and  defying 
every  inedicai  interpofition,  before  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
put  an  end  to  the  beft  of  men.  An  end  did  I  fay— His 
fame  furvives  !  bounded  only  by  the  limits  of  the  earth, 
and  by  the  extent  of*  the  human  mind.  He  furvives  in  our 
hearts,  in  ihe  growing  knov/Iedge  of  our  cliiidren,  in  ilic 
affection  of  the  good  throughout  the  world  j  and  when  cur 
monuments  v,;ill  be  done  away  ;  when  nations  now  exiting 
fliall  be  no  more;  when  even  our  young  and  far-fpreading 
empire  fliall  have  periflied,  fliii  will  our  Washington's 
glory  unfaded  fliine,  and  die  not,  until  love  of  yirtue  ceafe 
on  earth,  or  earth  itfeif  finks  into  chaos. 

How,  my  f-rllow-citrzens,  fliall  I  fingle  to  your  grate* 

ful  hearts  his  pre-eminent  worth  !      Where   fliall  I  be^ln  in 

opening  to  your  vieiva  character  througliout  fublime.     Shall 

1  fpeak    of  his  warlike    utchievements,  all    fpringing   from 

obedience  to  his  country's  will — all  directed  to  his  country's 
good  ? 


N 
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Will  you  go  with    me  to  the  banks  of  the  Monon- 
^£«;alicla,  to  fee  your  routhfiil  Washington,  fupportin^  in 
the  difinal   hour  of  Indian  victory,  the    ill  fated    Braddock, 
and  faviiig,  by  his  judgement  and  by  his  valor,  the  remains 
of  a  defeated  arir.y,    prefltd  by  the  conquering  favage   foe  ? 
Or,   v/hen  opprefTed    America,  nobly    rerdvirg  to    rifle  her 
all  in  defence  of  her  violated  rights,  he  was   elevated  by  the 
unanimous   voice    of   Gongrefs    to     the   command    of    her 
armies  :      Will  you  follow  him  to  the  high  grounds  of  Bof- 
ton,  v;here    to   an    undilciplined,    courageous  and    virtuous 
yeomanry,    his  prefence  gave   the  ftabiiity    of  fyftem,    and 
infufed   the    invincibility   of  love  of  country  :      Or   fliall  I 
carry  you  to  the  painful  fcenes  of  Long-Ifland,  York-Ifland 
and    New-Jerfey,     when    combating    fuperior   and   gallant 
armies,  aided  by   powerful  fleets,  and  led  by   chiefs  high  in 
the  roll  of  fame,  he    flood    tlie  bulwark  of  our    fafety  ;  un- 
ditmayed  by  difafter  ;  unchanged   by  change   of  fortune.— 
Or  will  you    view  him  in  the  precarious    fields  of  Trenton, 
where  deep  gloom  unnerving  every  arm,   reigned   triumphant 
through   our  thinned,  worn    down   una'd'?d    ranks :  hinifelf 
unmoved. -Dreadful  was  the  night ;   it    was  about  this  time 
of  winter— The  ftorm  raged — the  Delaware  rolling  f  uriouf- 
ly  wiih  floating  ice  forbad  the  approach   of  mant     Wash- 
ington, feif  collected,     viewed    the    dreadful    fcene— his 
country  called  ;  unappalled  by  iurrounding  dangers,  he  palJ^ 
cd  to  the  hoAile    fliore  ;  he    fought  ;  he    conquered.     The 
morning   lun  cheered   the   American   world.     Our   country 
rofe  on    the   event ;   and  her   dauntlefs   chief    purfuing  his 
blow,  completed  in    the  lawns  of  Princeton,  what   his  vafl 
ioul  had  conceived  on  the  fliores  of  Delaware. 
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Thence  to  the  llrong  grounds  of  Morris-Town  he 
led  h'n  fniali  but  gallant  band;- and  through  an  eventful 
winter,  by  the  high  efforts  of  his  genius,  uhafe  matchlefs 
force  was  meafurab^e  only  by  the  growth  of  difficuliies,  he 
held  in  check  formidable  lioitile  legions,  condudied  by  a 
Ciiief  experienced  in  the  art  of  war,  and  famed  for  his 
valor  on  the  ever  memorable  heights  of  Abraham,  where 
fell  Wolfe,  Montcalm,  and  fince  our  much  lamented  Mont- 
gomery ;  all  covered  with  glory.  In  this  fortunate  iiuervil, 
produced  by  his  maOgrly  condu;:1,  our  fathers,  ourfelve?, 
animated  by  his  refiftlefs  example,  rallied  round  our  coun- 
try's fiandard,  and  continued  to  follow  her  beloved  Chief, 
throughout  the  various  and  trying  fcenes  to  which  the  deAi» 
nies  of  our  union  led,  "Who  is  there  that  has  forgotten  the 
vale's  of  Brandy  wins,  the  fields  of  Germanrown,  or  the 
plains  of  Monraouch  ;  every  where  prefent,  wants  of  every 
kind  ob:lruc'l:ing,  numerous  and  valliant  armies  encounrerirg, 
hirruclf  aboil,  he  alFuaged  our  fiuTerings,  limned  our  priva- 
tioiis,  and  upheld  our  toiteting  lepublic.  Shall  I  difplay 
to  you  the  fpread  of  the  fire  of  his  ioul,  by  reiiearfing  ihe 
praites  of  the  hero  of  Saratoga,  and  his  much  loved  com- 
peer of  the  Caroiina's  ?  Nd  ;  our  Washington  wears 
not  b^  rrowed  glory  :  To  Gates — to  Greene,  he  gave  widi- 
oui  rcferve  the  applaufe  due  to  tneir  eminent  merit  ;  and 
long  may  the  Chiefs  of  Saratoga,  and  of  Eutaws,  receive 
the  grateful  refpeifl  of  a  grateful  people. 

Moving  in  bis  own  orbit,  he  Imparted  heat  and  light 
to  his  mofl  diOant  fateliites  ;  and  combining  the  phyfical  and 
moral  force  of  all  within  his  fphere,  wiih   irrefiftable  weight 


142  DF.ATII      or    WASHINGTON, 

lie  took  his  courfe,  commKerating  folly,  difdalning  vice, 
difmaying  treafon  and  invigori'ting  dcl'pondency,  until  the 
aufpicious  hour  arrived,  wlien,  united  with  the  intrepid 
forces  of  a  potent  and  magnanimous  ally,  he  brought  10 
fubMiiflion  the  fince  conqueror  of  India  ;  thus  finifliing  hi« 
long  career  of  military  glory  with  a  luftre  correlponding 
to  his  grear  name,  and  in  this  ]al\  a<rt  of  war  afTlxing  the 
feal  of  fate  to  our  nation's  birth. 

To  the  horrid  din  of  battle  f-vvcet  peace  fnccetdeJ,  and 
our  virtuous  chief,  niiiidful  only  of  the  cornnion  good,  in  a 
moment  tempting  pcrfonal  aggrandizement,  huHied  the  dif- 
contents  of  growing  fedition,  and  furrounding  hia  power 
iiito  the  hand?  from  which  he  had  received  it,  converted  his 
fword  in»o  a  plough Hiare,  teaching  an  admiring  world  that 
to  the  ijuly  great,  you  muH:  be  truly  good. 

Was  I  to  Aop  here,  the  pifture  wonld  he  incomple'e, 
and  the  tail:  inipofed  unfiniflied — Great  wa^  our  Washing- 
ton in  war,  and  much  as  did  that  greatnefs  contjibu'e  to 
produce  the  American  Republic,  it  is  not  in  war  alone  his 
preeiDinence  ftands  confpicuous  ;  his  vp.ricus  talents  combin- 
ing all  the  Ccjpaciiies  of  aftateiinan  wiili  thofe  of  the  foidier, 
fitted  him  aliice  to  guide  the  councils  and  the  aniiles  of  our 
nation.  Scarcely  had  he  refted  from  his  martial  toils,  while 
his  invaluable  parental  advice  was  fliil  founding  in  our  ears, 
when  he  who  had  been  our  fiiield  and  our  fword,  was  called 
forth  to  a<fl  a  kfs  fplendid  but  a  more  important  part. 

Possessing  a  clear  and    penetrating  mind,  a  flrong 
and  a  found  judgment,  calmnefs  and   temper  for  delibera- 
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ihn,  with  invincible  firmnefs  and  perfcverance  in  refoluiions 
ir»aturely  formed,  drawing  information  from  a!i,  acting  from 
hwTifslf,  v;ith  incorruptible  integrity  and  unvarying  patrio- 
lifin  :  his  own  fuperiority  and  the  public  confidence  alike 
in-^.rked  him  as  the  man  defigned  by  Heaven  to  lead  in  the 
great  political  cs  well  as  miliary  events  which  have  diQin- 
guiflisd  the  J^Yii  of  his  life. 

The  finger  of  an  overrulip^  Providence,  pointing  at 
Washington,  was  neither  midaken  nor  unobferved ; 
when  to  realize  the  vaft  hopes  to  which  our  rerolution  had 
given  birth,  a  charge  of  political  fyUem  became  indifpen- 
fible.  . 

How  novel,  how  grand  the  fpectacie,  independent 
ftaies  ftretched  over  an  immenfe  territory,  and  known  only 
by  common  difiiciilty,  clinging  to  their  union  as  the  rock  of 
their  fafety,  deciding  by  frank  comparifon  of  their  relatitfe 
condition,  to  rear  on  that  rock,  under  the  guidance  of  rea- 
fon,  a  common  government  through  wliofe  commanding 
protedlion,  liberty  and  order,  with  their  long  train  of  bleflings 
fliould  be  lafe  to  themifelves,  aud  the  fure  ijiheritance  of 
their  pofteriiy. 

This  arduous  tal^:  devolved  on  citizens  feledled  by  the 
pecpic,  from  knowledge  of  their  vvifdom  and  confidence  in 
their  virtue.  In  this  auguft  aflembly  of  fages  and  patriotf, 
WjsHiNGi'ON  of  com'^Q  was  fcund— and,  as  if  acknowledg- 
ed to  be  t!)e  n-.cfi:  '.vife,  where  r.l!  were  v/ife,  with  one 
■voice  he.  was  declared  uit'.r  chief.  How  wtW  he  meritej 
Jsi-c    rare.tlifi-.rj'fliop,  how.  f.-'tt'itul   wei"?  ih'.    labors  of  hiiTV"- 


144  DEAIHO?      WASHINGTON". 

felf  and  his  compatriots,  the  Avork  of  their  hands  and 
our  union,  ftrcngth  and  profperity,  the  fruits  of  tliat 
•work,  bell  attc{\. 

But  to  have  cfTentially  aided  in  prefcnting  to  his 
country  this  confumination  of  her  hopes,  neither  fatisfied 
the  claims  of  his  fellow-citizens  on  his  talents,  nor  thofc 
duties  which  the  pofleiHon  of  thofe  talents  impofeJ.  Hea- 
ven had  not  infufed  into  his  inind  fuch  an  uncommon  iliare 
of  its  iEtherial  fpirit  to  remain  unemployed,  now  bellow- 
ed on  him  his  genius  unaccompanied  with  the  correfpond- 
ing  duty  of  devoting  it  to  the  common  good.  To  have 
framed  a  conlUtution,  was  fliewing  only,  v^'ithcut  realiz- 
ing the  general  happinefs.  This  great  v/ork  rerrained  to 
be  done,  and  America,  fledfafl:  in  her  preference,  with 
-fine  voice  fummoned  her  beloved  iVASHiNGi'oNy  unpracr 
tifed  as  he  was  in  the  duties  of  civil  adminiftration,  to 
execute  this  \a{\  ad  in  the  completion  of  the  national 
felicity.  Obedient  to  her  call,  he  aflumed  the  high  ofEcc 
with  that  ftlf  diftruft  peculiar  to  his  innate  modefly,  the 
conftant  attendant  of  pre-eminent  virtue.  What  was  the 
burft  of  joy  through  our  anxious  land  on  this  exhilerating 
event  is  known  to  us  all.  The  aged,  the  young,  the 
brave,  the  fair-,  rivalled  each  other  in  denionflrations  of 
their  gratitude  ;  and  this  high  wrought  delightful  fccne 
was  htlghter.ed  in  its  eSTed,  by  the  fingular  coiitefl  be.> 
tween  the  zeal  of  the  beftowers  and  the  avoidance  of  the 
receiver  of  the  holers  beftowed.  Cocimencing  his  ad- 
ininiftration,  what  heart  is  not  charmed  with  the  pure  and 
wife  principles  announced  by   himfelf  as  the  bafis    of  his 
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political  life.  He  bell  un^eruc  ^d  the  inJifiblable  union 
between  virtue  &ni  happiuef?.  between  duty  and  advan- 
tage, between  the  genuine  maxims  of  an  hcneft  and  rnag- 
nanimous  policy,  and  the  foliu  rewards  of  public  profpe- 
rity  and  individual  fel'city  :  wh:  hing  •\rith  an  equal  and 
compreh6nfive  eye  over  this  ^reat  aUeiMblage  of  commu- 
r/ities  and  intererts,  he  Uid  the  foun^'ations  of  o:ir  nati- 
onal p-licy  in  the  unerring  i.uimutable  principles  of  morali- 
ty, bafed  on  religion,  exempiifying  the  pre-eminence  01 
free  government,  by  all  the  attributes  which  win  the  af- 
fc-iftions  of  its  citizens  or  commanu  the  refpect  of  the 
■world. 

*<  G  fortunatui  nimhim,  fua  si  bona  norint  !'* 

Leading  through  the  complicated  difficultifs  pro- 
duced by  previous  obligations  and  confli(f\ing  intertfts, 
feconded  by  fucceeding  houfes  of  Congrefs,  cnlighiened 
and  patriotic,  he  fur  .counted  all  original  obl"lrudlions,  and 
orightencd  the  path  of  our  national  felicity. 

Till  prefidential  term  expiring,  his  folicitude  to  ex- 
change cxiltation  for  humility  returned,  with  a  force 
e.^creafed  with  increafe  of  age,  and  he  had  prcpartcd  his 
farewell  addrefs  to  his  countrymen,  proclaiming  his  in- 
::;ntion,  when  the  united  interpofition  of  all  around  him, 
enforced  by  the  eventful  profpefts  of  the  epoch,  produc- 
ed a  further  facrince  of  inclination  to  duty.  The  elec- 
tion of  Prefident  followed,  and  l7jsHiKGroyy  by  the 
unanimous  vcte  of  ths  nation,  wa:  called  to  refume  the  chief 
"iagiftracy ;    what    a    wonderful    iixure    of    ccnficence  1 
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Whicli  attrAt^s  moR  our  aclmiration,  a  naople  lb  corredl, 
or  fi  citi;^cn  rombinli:p  -in  afTeiiiblage  of  talents  forbidding 
rivab-y,  and  llifling  evf  n  cn\y  itfclf  ?  Sucb  a  nation 
ought  to  be  happy,  fucb    a  chief  niuO:  be    forever  revered. 

War,  long  menaced  by  the  Indian  tribes,  now 
broke  out  j  and  the  terrible  conflid  deluging  Europe  with 
blood,  began  to  fhed  its  baneful  influence  over  onr  happy 
land.  To  the  firft,  outftretching  his  invincible,  arm,  un- 
der tlie  orders  of  the  gallant  Wayne,  the  American  Eagle 
foared  triumphant  through  diltant  forefts.  Peace  follow- 
ing vidlory,  and  the  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
enemy  followed  peace.  Godlike  virtue  -which  uplifts  even 
the  fubducd  favage. 

To  the    fecond    he  oppofed  himfelf.     New  and  deli- 
cate was  the  conjuclure,  and  great    was  the  (lake.      Soon 
did  his  penetrating  mind  difcern  and  feizc  the  only  courfe, 
continuing  to  us  all,  the  felicity    enjoyed.      He  iflued  his^ 
prociamntion    of  neutrality.      This  index    to    him    whofc 
fubfcqusnt  conduct,  was  fanaioned  by  the  approbation  of 
both  Houfes-of  Gongrefs,   and  by  the  approving  voice  of 
the  people. 

To  this  fublime  policy  he  Inviolably  adhered,  unmov- 
ed by  foreign  iiitruQonj  uiiQiaken  by  domeftic  turbu- 
lence. 

*'  Jv.Jium  et  tsnacem  prcpofiti  virrnn 
**  iVbrt  civium  ardor  prava  jubeinium^ 
**   Non  vultas  Inflantis  tyranfii 
'-''  M^nte  quatltfalida," 
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Maintaining  his  paciuC  fyftem  at  the  cxpence  of 
r.o  duty,  America  faithful  to  hcrieii  and  uiiriained  in  her 
honor,  continued  to  enjoy  the  celig^its  of  peace,  v,hile 
afflicted  Europe  iriourns  in  every  quarter,  under  the  ac- 
cumulated niiieries  of  an  unexainpkd  war  ;  mlfcnes  in 
which  our  happy  country  rnuft  have  ihared,  had  not  osr 
pre-enilnen:  U^AsaJNGros  been  as  nrm  in  counc.i  aS  he  was 
brave  in  the  Held. 

Pursuing  fiedfaftly  iiis  coarfe,  he  held  fafe  the 
public  "happinefs,  preventinf;  foreign  war,  and  qutlling- 
internal  difcord,  till  the  revolving  period  of  a  third  elec- 
tion approached,  when  he  executed  his  interrupted  but 
inextinguifnable  deGre  of  returning  to  the  humble  ■v^•aIk9 
of  private  life* 

Tke  promulgation  of  his  ny.ed  refolutlon,  flopped 
the  anxious  wilhes  of  an  affeaionaie  people  from  r.r!aing 
a  third  unanimous  teftlmonidl  of  the  unabated  confidence 
in  the  man  fo  loner  enthroned  in  their  hearts  When, 
before  v/as  afFedlion  like  th's  exhibited  on  earth  ? — Turn 
ever  the  records  of  ancient  Greece.  Review  the  annals 
of  mighty  Rome,— examine  the  volumes  of  modern  Eu- 
rope ;  you  fearch  in  vain.  America  and  her  irASHisG'* 
fON  only  afford  the  dignified  exemplificption. 

The  illuftrious  o^rfonage  called  by  the  national  voice 
In  fucceilion  to  the  arduous  oflice  of  guiding  a  free  peo- 
ple, had  new  difficulties  to  encounter  :  the  amicable  effort 
of  fettling  our  d  fficuhies  with  France,  begun  by  J7asm^ 
fNcrGN,  and  purfued  by  his  fuccefTor  In  virtue  as  in  (la- 
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tlon,  proving  ?ibortivej  America  took  meafur«s  of  felf 
defence.  No  fooner  was  the  public  niind  roufed  by  a 
proipcft  of  danger,  than  evfry  eye  was  turned  to  the 
friend  of  all,  though  fccludcd  from  public  view,  and  grey 
in  public  fervice  j  the  virtuous  veteran,  following  his 
plough,*  received  the  unexpe^ed  fummons  with  mingled 
emotions  of  indignation  at  the  unmerited  ill  treatment  of 
his  country,  and  of  a  determination  once  m.ore  to  rifk  his 
all  in  ner  fervice. 

The  annunciation  of  thefe  feelings,  in  his  aiTevTllng 
letter  to  the  Prelident  accepting  the  command  of  the 
army,  concludes    his  official   condud. 

First  in  war—  firll  in  peace — and  firfl:  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen,  he  was  feconded  to  none  in  the  hum- 
ble and  endearing  fcenes  of  private    life  ,  pious,"  humane^ 

temperate  and  fintert  ;  uniform,  dignifiea  snd  tommand- 
ing  \  his  example  was  as  edifying  to  ail  around  him,  as 
were  the  efleiEls  of  that  exai..ple  Lifting. 

To  his  equals  he  was  condefcending,  to  his  inferiors 
kind,  and  to  the  dear  objecl  of  ij;s  afFedions  exemj  larily 
tender:  corr  cl  throughout,  vice  ftiuddered  in  his  pre- 
fence,  and  virtue  always  felt  his  fofteiing  hand  ;  the 
purity  of  his  private  character  gave  eflulgence  to  his  pub- 
lic virtues. 

*  General  JVashjngi'on  though  opulent,  gane 
much  of  his  time  and  attention  to-  pra£lkal  agri- 
culture. 
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His  la{^  fcene  comported  with  the  whole  tenor  of 
hislife.  Although  in  extrcr.ic  pain,  not  a  figh,  not  a 
groan  efcaped  him  ;  and  with  undif\urbed  ferenity  he  clof- 
ed  his  well  fpent  life— Such  was  the  man  America  has  loft 
—Such  was   the  man  for  whom  our  nation  mourns. 

Mkthinks  I  fee  his  aaguft  image,  and  hear  falling; 
from  his  venerable  lips  thcle  deep  Hnkirg  words  : 

*^  Cease,  fons  of  America,  lamenting  our  fepara- 
tion  ;  go  on,  and  confirm  by  your  wifdom  the  fruits  of 
your  joint  councils,  joint  efforts,  and  common  dangers  : 
ReTcrence  religion,  diffufe  knowledge  throughout  your 
land,  patronize  the  arts  and  fciences  ;  let  Liberty  and 
Order  be  infeparable  companions,  controul  party  fplrit, 
the  bane  of  free  governments  ;  obferve  good  faith  to, 
and  cultivate  peace  with  all  nations,  fliut  up  every  avenue 
to  foreii'-n  influence,  centrati  rather  than  extend  nanonal 
connection,  rely  on  yourfelves  only;  Be  An.erican  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed — Thus  will  you  ^ivc  immorta- 
lity to  that  union,  which  was  the  con{\-tnt  object  of  my 
terrelirial  labours  ;*thu3  will  you  preferve  undiflurbed  to 
thelc.tefl  poficrity,  the  felicity  of  a  ptople  to  me  moil 
deqr,  and  thus  will  you  fupply  (if  my  happinefs  is  now 
aught  to  you)  the  only  vacancy  in  the  round  of  pure  blifs 
high  Hcuven  beilows." 
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(AST  evening  joined  in  t'le  public  teftiniony 
of  regret  for  the  lofs  of  America's  hero.  The  houfej 
which  was  "  full  to  overflowing,"  difplayed  a  fcene  cal- 
culated to  in^prefs  the  mind  with  the  utmoft  foleninity  and 
forrow.  The  pillgrs  fupporting  the  boxes  were  encircled 
with  black  crape,  the  chandeliers  were  decorated  with  the 
infjgnia  of  woe,  and  the  audience,  particularly  the  female 
part,  appeared  covered  with  the  badges  of  mourning.— 
About  7  o'clock  the  band  ftruck  up  **  JVASHiNcroN^S 
march,"  fd'ter  which  a  folern  dirge  was  played,  when 
the  curtain  flowlv  rilui"-,  difcovered  a  tomb  in  the  centre 
of  the  flage,  in  the  Grecian  ilyle  of  architeclure,  fup- 
ported  by  trulTes.  In  tlie  centre  of  it  was  a  portrait  of 
the  general,  encircled  by  a  wreath  of  oaken  leaves  ;  un- 
der the  portrait  a  fwoid,  fhield,  and  helmet,  and  the  colors 
of  the  United  States.  The  top  was  in  t^ie  form  of  a 
Pyramid,  in  the  front  of  which  app<*ired  the  American 
Eagle,  weeping  tears  of  blood  for  the  lofs  of  her  Gene- 
ral, and  holding  in  her  beak  a  fcroll,  on  which  was  infer ib- 
cd  **  A  nation  i  tears.*^ 

The  fides  of  the  flage  were  decorated  with  black 
banners,  contamir.g  the  names  of  the  faveral  Hates  of 
the  union,  in  golden  letters,  over  which  mourning  trophies 
were  fufpenced.  A  monody  was  recited  by  Mr,  Wignell, 
;iccoHipanied  with  the   following  airs. 
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The  tragedy  of  the  Roman  Father,  which  conclud- 
ed the  performances  of  the  evening,  gave  general  fatii* 
faftion, 

AIRS     IN     The     MONODr, 
AIR  I, 

SLOWLY  ftrike  the  folemn  beU, 
Nature  found   thy  deepcft  knell. 
Power  ot  MuGc  1  touch  the  heart, 
Nature  there  will  do  her  part. 
God  of  melancholy  come  I 
Penfive  o'er  the  Hero's  tomb, 
In  faddeft  ftrains  his  lofs  deplore, 
With  piercing  cries  rend  ev'ry  {horc, 
For  Washington  is  now  no  more. 

AIR  II. 

GLORY,  bring  thy  faireft  wreath, 
Place  it  on  thy  hero's  urn, 
MERCY,  in  foft  accents  breathe 
**   He  never   made  this  bofom  mourn." 
Ev*ry  virtue  ^ere   attend. 
Bending  o'er  his  facred  earth  ; 
GRATITUDE  thy  influence  lend, 
Make  us  feel  his  mighty  worth. 

AIR    III, 

Hold  not  back  the  facred  tear. 
Give  to  him  the  figh  fincere, 
Who  liring,  liv'd  for  all. 

O 
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Sorrow  take  the  foleinn  hour  1 
Prof\rate  to  thy  melting  power, 

Let  humble  mortals  fall. 
Come  fable  Goddefs,  talrc   the  foul 
Devoted  to  thy  dark  controul  ; 
Come  take  our  hearts,  and  prefs  them  deep, 
Angels  may  joy,  but  man  muft  weep. 


o 


Philadelphia^  Feb,  24. 

N  Saturday  laft  the  22d  infl:.  being  appointed 
by  Congrefs  as  a  day  of  mourning  throughout  the  United 
States,  for  the  death  of  George  WASHiNCtoN  :  a  great 
number  of  the  citizens  kept  their  houfes  ftiut,  and  ab- 
flained  from  all  bufinefs  during  the  day. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Carr  delivered  an  eulogium  oa 
the  charadler  of  WASHiNCfoN,  to  a  crouded  audienccip 
at  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  church  in  Fourth-ftreet 
at  eleven  o'clock,  *' 

At  12  o'clock,  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  afTem- 
bled  at  the  State- Houfe,  and  proceeded  to  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  preceded  by  feveral  military  corps. 

THE  SO  CIE  TY  OF  CINCINNA  TL 

Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy» 
Officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  City  and  County   of  Phila- 
delphia. 


'V! 


«• 
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Having  reached  the  church,  after  folemn  vocal 
and  inflru mental  muuc,  and  prayers  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Rogers,  a  very  eloquent  Oration,  on  the  life  and  charac- 
ter of  the  departed  hero,  was  delivered  by  M.iycR  Jl^ii* 
JjCKsoVy  one  of  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati. 

The    anci(jnt    fociety    of    Free    Mafons,  of  which 

General    Washington  was    a  brother,  formed  their  pro- 

celTion  at  the   State    Koufe,  at    or.e  o'clock,  and    moved 

through  the  principal  drcets   to  Zion  Church,  in    Fourth, 

above  Arch  llreet,  in  the  followinrr  order  : 

Tyler  v/>.Ii  c'rav/n    Sv/ord, 
Entered  apprentices,  two    and  two. 
Fellow  Crafts,  two  and  two, 
Mafler  Mafoiis,  two  and  two, 
Deacons  with  theix"   wands  tipt  with  filver. 
Secretary  and   Treafurer, 
V/ardens. 
Pad  Mailers,  two  and  two. 
Mafter. 
After  the  Subordinate    Lodges,    the   Grand  Lodge,  pre- 
ceded by  Mufic,  as  follows. 

MUSIC, 

Grand  Tyler  with  drawn  Sword, 
Twelve  Pafl-Mafters,  two  and   two,  bearing  wands  tipt 

with  filver. 
Grand  Sword  Bearer,   with    drawn  fword, 
Giand  Secretary  with  fcroll,  and  Grand  Treafurer. 
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Grand  Warden,  bearing  their  Columns. 
Three  Lights  cxtinguiflied,  borne  by  three    Part  Mafters. 
Holy    Bible,     Square    and   Compafs,    borne   by    a    Paft 

Mafter. 
Grand  Chaplain  fupported  by  two  Paft  Mafters. 
Grand  Mafter  and  Deputy    Grand  Mafter. 
Grand  purfuivant,  with  drawn  fword. 
Four  Deacons  of  the  Grand    Lodge,  two  and   two,  bear- 
ing wands  tipt  with  gold. 

Ik  the  centre  of  the  proceffion  was  exhibited  a 
]in  honor  of  iVASHiNcroK)  borne  by  four  Paft  Mafters— 
its  bafe  white  marble,  infcribed  on  the  four  corners 
JVashingt'on  LODGEf  No.  I.— fupporting  a  Golden 
Urn,  fur  mounted  with  an  Eagle,  with  wings  expanded, 
JbokUag-  in  his  beak  a  icroil,  in  the  figure  of  a  heart,  with 
a  iuitable  inicription. 

The  Grand  Lodge  preceded  by  the  Urn,  entered  tht 
church,  when  an  Eulogium  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.- 
Samuel  Magaw,  D.   D.  to  a  large  audience. 

Although  thoufands  of  fpedators  afTembled  upon 
theoccafion,  no  accident  took  place  j  all  were  anxious 
to  witnefs  the  ceremonies  of  the  day — and  although  all 
could  not  be  gratified,  the  arrangements  made  were  fuicb 
as  gave  the  greateft  poffible  fatisfaftion — and  tended  to 
preferve  that  harmony,  fo  much  wifhed  for,  by  thofe 
who  partook  of  the  last  fad  tribute  of  refpcCi  paid  by  a 
grateful  people  to  the  memory  of  the  man  fo  juftly  ftiled 
the  founder  of  the  American  empire* 
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In  the  evening,  Mr.  W.  G.  Pealc  exhibited  at  his 
mufeum,  a  tranfparent  painting  of  the  General,  as  large 
as  life,  whlc^xcited  the  attention  of  a  great  concourfe 
of  fpedlators. 


FUNERAL  PROCESSION  A<r  NEW-TORK. 


O 


N  the  3irt  of  December,  1 799,  the  day  ap- 
pointed by  the  citizens  of  New-York,  to  pay  the  moft 
Solemn  Funeral  Honors  to  the  Memory  of  their  beloved 
Chief  and  Fellow-Citizen  General  George  JVashing- 
^oNj  every  kind  of  bufinefs  ceafed,  and  every  thought 
was  employed  in  preparation  for  the  melancholy  folen;- 
nitv— tha  order  of  which  had  been  announced  on  the 
preceding  day,  by  the  committee  of  arrangement.  The 
citizens,  in  their  military  and  civil  habiliments,  with  the 
foreigners  of  various  nations,  all  eager  to  join  in  teftimo- 
iiies  of  veneration  for  the  Great-  Deceafgd,  having  afiem- 
bled  in  their  appointed  order,  the  Proccflion  moved  under 
the  guidance  of  Signals,  to  the  mournful  founds  of  niinutd 
guns  and  muffled  bells,  in  the  following   order  : 

Officer  and 

Eight  Dragoons. 

Sixth    regiment,  in  platoons,  by  the  left,  with  arms    re-  - 

verfcd— Colors,  drums,  &c.    in    mournlngo 

03 
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The  regiment  of  artillery   with  eight   field  pieces,   taken 

from  the  Britifli  army,  in   the  different   adtions,  where 

General  JVjshj^ct'on  immediately  com^fPhded. 

Cavalry, 

Rifle    Company. 

Militia   Officers. 
Officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States* 

Officers  of  the  Army  of   the  United  States. 

Adjutant  General  of  the  United  States  and  Suite. 

Major  General  Hamilton  and  Suite. 

Citizens. 

Su  Stephen's    Society. 

Tammany  Society. 

In  the  following  order  : 

TAMMANY   SOCIETY,    or  COLUMBIAN 

ORDER. 
ifl.  The  Wiskinkie  fupporting  the  Cap   of  Liberty, 
yeiled  in  crape. 

2d.  The  Sagamore  bearing  the  great  flandard  of 
the  fociety,  covered  with  black  cloth  ;  on  the  front  the 
reprefentation  of  a  marble  monument  founded  on  a  rock. 
Sixteen  pillars  fupporting  a  Dome,  the  centre  of  which 
falling  inward,  refts  on  thirteen  columns  within,  emble- 
matical of  the  thirteen  original  States.  The  tomb,  which 
contains  the  mortal  part  of  our  great  Chieftain,  appears 
through  the  eolums  in  the  centre  of  the  thirteen.  On 
a  circular  pedcilal  on  the  top  of  the  Dome,  is  an  obeliik, 
its  weight  refling  on  the  thirteen  inner  pillars.  On  the 
tablets  of  the  obeiifk  and  round  the  pedesftal  arc  infertcd 
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the  mod  remarkable  events  in  the  life  of  the  Heroic 
W^SHiNGToN^^-On  the  reverfe  of  the  great  standard^ 
the  Arms  ofUhe  United  Stares  inclrcled  with  black— the 
two  masters  of  ceremonies,  on  either  fide  the  Sagamore, 
bearing  the  filken  label  (entwined  with  mourning}  on 
which  was  written  the  name    of  the  Order. 

3d. 'The  Grand  Sachem  wearing  the  infignia  of 
his  office  ;  on  his  right  the  treafurer  carrying  a  Golden 
Key  and  fcring  of  Wampum,  on  his  left  the  Secretary 
with  the  book  of  Laws,  all  decorated  with  fymbols  of 
mourning. 

4th.  The  father  of  the  council  in  black,  wearing 
his  badge  of  office  and  carrying  the  Great  Calumet  of 
peace,  decorated  in  the  moft  folemn  and  appropriate  man* 
ner,  agreeable   to  the   aboriginal  cullom. 

5th.  The  Thirteen  Tribet^^iht  banners  (which  are 
beautifully  painted  with  the  Armorial  bearings  of  the 
thirteen  dates)  covered  with  black  cloth  and  ornamented 
with  knots  of  crape.  On  the  front  of  each  a  black  mar- 
ble Urn  on  a  white  field,  repofitory  of  the  afhes  of  the 
departed  heroes  and  ftatefmen  who  were  the  companions 
of  our  Washington  in  the  late  glorious  and  revolution- 
ary war,  viz.  Warren,  Montgomory,  "Mercer,  FrankUn, 
Hancock,  Greene,  Woofter,  Laurens,  M'Dougall,  Li- 
vingflon,  Putnam,  Stuben,  Sullivan. 

ORDERS. 

I.  New-Hampfliire  Tribe,  headed  by  the  v/arrlor, 
bearing  the   banner  erf<^— the   Sachem  followed    by   the 
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body     of  the  tribe    four  abread,   each    Brotbcf    ^vIth  the 
Buck's  tail  in  his  hat  and  crape  round  his  left  sriii. 

2.  Mafliichuretts  tribe,  in  the  iame  oroer, 

3.  Rhode-Ifiand  tribe,  do. 

4.  Conne£\icut   tribe,  do. 

5.  New-York    tribe,  do. 

6.  New-Jcrfey  tribe,  do. 

7.  Pennfylvania  tribe,  do. 
g.  Delaware  tribe,  do. 

^        9.  Maryland  tribe,  do. 

10.  Virginia  tribe,  headed  by  the  warrior,  bearing 
the  banner  reverfed.  (^Our  beloved  brother  WashincToit 
being  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  always  confidered  as  an 
honorary  member  of  that  tribe.) 

11.  North  Carolina  tribe,  the  banner  eredt. 

12.  South  Carolina  tribe,  do. 

13.  Georgia  tribe,  do. 

6th.  The  Scribe  of  the  Council^  carrying  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  fupported  on  the  right  and  left  by  two  of 
the  Alanks  in  the  badges  of  their  offi.ce. 

Mechanic  Society, 
Mafonic  Lodges, 
Li  the  following  orderi . 
The  Knights  Templars. 
The    Lodges  under   the   jurifdidlon   of  the   Grand 
Lodge  on  the  flate  of  New-York,  in   the   city  of  New-> 
Yorkj  viz. 

I.  Lodge  L'Uiiroa  Francaife,  Ho.  14. 
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Thx  Tyler  with  a  drawn  fword,  the  handle  covered 
wirh  bHk  crape. 


The  rnembers,  two  and  two. 
Secretary  and    Treafurer.  ^ 

Paft   MaHers.  '    ., 

Senior  aiid  Junior  Wardens. 
A  Mafler  Mafon,  carr))^g  the   Warrant    of  the  Lodge 

on  a  Wack  Cufliion. 
Deacon.  Rafter.  Deacon. 

The  other  Lodges  in   th^Rer   above  defcribed. 

2.  Phoenix  Lodge.         <JM^k.   r  No.    II. 

3.  Trinity  Lodge,           ^""^     '"^  lO. 

4.  Howard  Lodge,      ^jHK  9'       ^ 

5.  Holland  Lodge,            >^  8. 

6.  Hiram   Lbdge,                        ,  7. 

7.  St.  John's  Lodge,  6. 

8.  St.  Andrew's  lodges*  ,  3« 
9*  Lidepcnaent  Royal'^fcK  Lodge,  2* 
10.  St.   John's  Lodge,   ^^tp  !• 

Three    mader    Mafons,  each  carrying    a    ftandard,  on 
which  was  a  pendant  of  white,   bordered  with    black,  and 
written  thereupon  the  Cardinal  Virtues  of  Mafonry, 
Faith,  Hope,  Charity. 

The  Reverend  Chaplains  of  the    Grand  Lodge. 
Three    mafler    Mafons,  each    carrying  a   flandard,  on 
which  was  written  the  charadleriftlcs  of  mafonry, 
Wifdom,  Strength,  Beauty. 

The  worfhlpful    Brother    Cadwallader    D.     Colden,   in 
itoiourning,  in   his    hand    a  fhort    Hand^rd,  with   a  white 
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pendant,  trimmed  with  bluck,  on  -which  wa^  written, 
Brother  JVashingt'ok — the  grea.t— the  wife— the  virtu- 
ous ;  exprefting  alfo,  the  figure  of  an  hour  glals  run  out^ 
and  a  fickle. 

The  Grand  Tyler,  in  mourning   carrySng  a  fword,  the 
handle  covered  with  crapet  ^ 


The  Grand  Secretary,  in  ilmiiniag-,  carrying  in  his 
hands  an  Urn,  walking  und^dillhe'Dome  cf  a  Temple, 
fupported^byJi\;e,coJj#^n^  oii^mlljKqual  fquare  ;  at  the  cir- 
cle of  the  Dome  v/as  v/ritfSi,  ^ 

Temple  df  4BV  ^^^^  ^^m/onry^ 

On  the  front  o fVhcit  Tqu ar^— ' *  BlefTcd  are  the  dead 
■who  die  in  the  l^ord" —  :e  one  fide — "  They  reft  from 

their    Labor,"— rsnjti?^  other— ^"    Tl*1r   works    follow 
them."  ^^       .  J 

The  Grand  Trelifurer,  -ifcL  ipourjiing,  holding  iii  one 
hand,  Incenfe  ;  in  the  T>' '    '- f^Iowcrs* 

Tlie  Part>  Grand  Officers. 
The  Senior  and  Junior  Grand  Wardens. 
The  Grand  Purfuivany  carrying-  the.Iyible,  fqaare,  and 
compafs,  on  a  black  cufliion,   fupported  by    two  Deacons. 
The    Bible    carried    upon    this  cccafion,  was   the    Biblo    ■ 
upon    which    General    Washington  took    bis    Oath    of 
Office  when  firft    inaugurated    as  Prefident  of  the  United 
States.  ->^ 

The  Grand  Mafter,  or  his  Deputy,  fupportsd  by  two 
Deacons.  | 
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Manhattan  Company. 

New-York  Infurance  Con-ipany. 

United    Infurance  Company. 

Branch  Bank.  *^-^ 

Baril:    of  New-York, 
ilhamber  of  Commerce. 
\    Marine  Society. 

Cfollegians 
Regert^  of  :'the  UniverGty. 
TruUees  of  i&rlunibja.  Coilege.  0 

PrcfiJejt   and  Pr^fffors  of  ditto, 
Plu^i^ns    acd  Surgeons. 
Gen  leme^Kiji^M^    Bar. 
Civil  OfficerV   of  the  city, 
il  Ouiters  oilhe  ftate. 
enant  Governor. 
Civil  Offic£rs  of  tlflCklted  States. 

Govitniiier'. 

His  Catholic  Majefty's;"'onCul  and 

Gentlemen   of  that  n'^.tion. 

Hi,^   Eritarjyc    MajcA*  Cor^l    and 

Gtnil^icn  of  tiiatur.ticn. 

■^'-^    Mufic. 
A.n^,creontic    and    Pbilhd.monic     Societies,     in    complete 
Hiournin^;— the  grand  officers  bearing  wands,  decorated 
"with   crape — the   members  wearing  their   badges    with 
crape  and  bows  of  Ijvfe  ribbon. 

Clergy,  in  full  drefs,  with  white    Scarfs. 
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Twcrty-four  girls,  in  white  robes,  with   white  furpluffcs 

and  turbans,  ftrewing*  laurels  during  the  Proceflion. 

Conmnttee  of  Arrangement. 

Cols.  Giles,  ^  ♦       Cols.    Troup, 


€^ 


Fish,  ^^       B.  Livingston, 


WiLLET,  ^f*     Gens.   Stevens, 

Mayor  or  theCitv.      ^Sr       Clarkson. 

'■•■    Jiir 

Each  Pall-Bearer  was  accompaAred  by  a  membe*-  of 
the  Cincinnati  in  full  mcflirning,  -^ffH^a  white  crape  bow 
on  the  left  ward  ^^i^j|MHl|^i^''g  ^  black  Banner,  denot* 
ing  fome  important  dL^MU^K  deceafed.  The  pall  bearers 
and  members  of  the  committee  of  arraj^^Ptribnt,  wore  the 
badges  of  the  Cincinnati  and  black^f^^rfs  with  white  rofes 
on  the  bows.  THE^URNv:  with  its  attendant  decorations, 
was  fupportedby  eight  folHicrs  (with  others  attending  for 
their  relief)  upon  a  BiKiR  in  form  of  a  Palanquin,  fix 
feet  by  four.  This  elegant  afTemblage  of  Emblems,  con- 
fifted  of  a  Funeral  Urn,  .three  feet  in  height,  of  burnifli- 
.  cd  gold,  with  the  name  of  WASHiNGfov  in  black  upon 
the  flat-band ;  behind  which,  the  American  Eagle,  four 
feet  high,  cloud-borne,  with  extended  but  drooping  wings, 
appeared  to  hover  over  the  allies  of  the  Hero,  holding  in 
his  beak  a  laurel  wreath  ;  thefe  Figures  were  fupported  by 
a  rich  pedeftal  and  corniflied  turni (bed  gold— -Underneath 
was  a  fecond  pedeRal,  rifing  from  the  Bier,  covered  with 
black,  on  the  front  and  rear  of  which,  the  laurel  wreath 
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tras  rcprefented,  tied  together  with  the  Amer'can  Stripes, 
and  crowned  by  the  American  Gonrtrllation,  the  -^siiole 
on  a  ground  of  Black — The  fides  were  adorned  ^vith 
military  trophies,  compofed  of  Military  H.indards,  Gaval- 
ry,  and  Infantry,  with  the  Standards  of  the  Uiilted 
States,  and  of  the  fociety  of  the  Cincinnati.  In  the 
centre  of  the  Trophies  was  rcpreltnted  tl  e  Ea^  le,  with 
the  other  emblems  and  mottos  of  the  fociet),  furroundcd 
hy  branches  of  laurel— the  wholti  decorated  with  black 
drapery,  fringed  and  fefioontd.  This  fuperb  and  appro- 
priate ornament  formed  an  elegant  Mafs  of  thirteen  feet 
in  height.  The  various  colors  of  the  float'ng  Standards, 
mingled  with  the  metallic  fplendor  of  the  URN,  nnd  the 
mournful  folemnity  of  the  furrounding  black,  formed 
one  Grand  Image  truly  fublirae  and  affc(fl;ng. 

Immediately    followed. 
The  General's  Horfe,   in  Mourning,  ^ 

Led  by  two  black  Servants,  in  comnlete 
mourning,  with  wiiite  Turbans. 
Cincinnati  as  Ghief  Mourners, 
and  oiher  officers   of  the    late  war. 
Corporation  of  the  City. 
Eight  Dragoons, 
Officer. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  ProcelTion  at  Saint  Paul's  Church, 
the  military   halted,   and    opening    the    ranks,   made     an 
avenue,  through    which    the  Bier    and  thcfe  immediattly 
attendant    on    it,    paiTed   into    the    church — The     trocp'; 
leaning  on  their  reverfe  Arn-s, 
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After  the  Funcr;:!  Oration,  and  other  iblcmn  fcrvlces 
of  the  Temple,  their  Bier  was  depofited  in  the  Cemetry, 
and  the  lad  Military  Honors  perforined  over  it. 

The  following-  are  the  words  of  Sacred  Mufic  perform- 
ed on  the  31ft  ult.  at  St.  Paul's  Church,  by  the  Anacre- 
ontic and  Philharmonic  Societies  : 


SOLO. 

Sons  of  Colombia,  now  lament, 

Your  fpear  is  broke,  your  bow's  unbent. 

Your  glory's  fled 

Amongrt  the  dead ; 

Your  Hero  lies 

Ever,  forever  clof'd  his  eyes, 

CHORUS, 

Columbia  weep  1    weep  ftill  in  louder  moan, 
Your  Hero,  Patriot,  Friend  and  Father's  gone. 

DEAD  MARCH. 

RECITATIVE     SOLO. 

The  body  comes  !  we'll  meet  it  on  the  way, 
With  laurels  ever  green,  and  branching  Palm, 
Then  lay  it  on  his  Monument  ;    hung  rourad 
With  all  lis  trophies  and  great  ads  enroU'd 
•In  Verfe  Heroic,  or  fweet  lyric  fong. 
There  0  all  Columbia's  valiant  youth  refort : 
And  from  his  memory,  inflame  their  breaHs 
To  matchlefs  valor,  whilHthey  i^n^  bis  praife. 
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FEMALE    VOICES. 

Bring  the  laurels,  brin^  the  bays  j 
Strew  his  Hearfe,  and  ftre\y  the  ways. 

GENEHAL  CHORUS, 

Glarious  Hero,  may  thy  Grave, 
Peace  and  honor  ever  have  j  * 

After  all  thy  pains  and  woes, 
Reft  eternal,  fv»eet   repoff. 

CO}fCLUSION» 

Mourn,   moarn,  Columbians  ?  mourn  in  folemn  [irains^ 
The  name  of  him  you  lov'd,   alone  remains  I 
Your  hopes  in  his  fupport,  from  hence  give  o'er, 
Your  Hero,  Friend  and  Father  is  no  more. 

SECOND   PART, 

E  L  E  G  r. 
How  deep  the  brave,  who  fink  to  reft 
By  all  their  country's  wilhes  bleft? 
3y  fairy  bands,  their  knell  is  rung, 
By  forms  unfeen,  their  Dirge  is  fung: 
There  honor  comes  !  a  Pilgrim  grey, 
To  blefs  the  turf  that  wraps  their  clay  ; 
And  Freedom,  fliall  awhile  repair, 
To  dwell,  a  weeping  Hermit  there. 
When  Spring,  with  dewy  fingers  cold, 
Returns  to  deck  their  hallow'd  mould  } 
She  there  fhall  drefs  a  Iweeter  fod. 
Than  fancy's  feet  have  ever  trod. 
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RECIfAI'IVE      SOLO, 

Not  vain  ts  all  this  Qorni  ot  gnef, 
To  vent  our  ibrrows,  g'lTcr  relief; 
But  yep^  let  not  G  -lumhin's  race, 

Misfortune  with  drfpondlng  arms  embrace. 
D.iflrading  doubt  and  defpcration, 

111  become  the  chofen  nation  j 
Chofen  by  the  great,  I    AM, 
The  Lord  of  HoHs,  who,  ftill  the  fame, 
We  trufi:,  will  g've  attentive  eari 
To  the  fincerity  of  Prayer. 

Piou5  orgtes,  pious    airs, 
Decent  forrow,  decent  prayers, 
Will  to  the  Lord  afcend, 

And  move  his  pity,  and  regain  his  love, 

GRAND    CHORUS* 

The  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth  i 
For  the  kingdom  of  this  world  is  become 
The  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Ghrift, 
And  he  fliall  reign,  for  ever  and  ever. 

Hallelujah! 


FUNERAL  PROCESSION  IN  BALTIMORE. 

X  HE  firft  day  of  the  New  Century  was  chofen  by 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore  to  teftify  tlitir   refpeft  for  the  me- 
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mary  of  the  illuftrlous  JVjsHiNcroN  wfiofe  beloved  and 
renowned  fame  fliall  furvive  the  revolutions  of  tim«,  and 
pencil  only  with  the  lafl  veQige  of  human  recolleclion. 

At  funrifs  the  arfillery  at  Fort  M'Henry  faluted  •vrith 
Cixieen  guns  in  quick  fuccellion,  and  continued  firing  each 
half  hour  until  fun fet.  The  veCels  in  the  harbor  hoifted 
colors  at  half  mart,  and  the  bells  of  the  diif;;rent  churches 
of-  the  city  tolled  through  the  day.  A  total  fufpenfion  of 
bufinefs,  and  the  general  appearance  of  every  fex,  age  and 
condition  in  mourning,  piefsnted  their  deep  and  univerfal 
forrow  for  that  lofs  which  they  were  allembled  to  venerate 
and  deplore. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  military  paraded  in  Baltimore- 
fireet,  to  whom  were  attach.ed  the  United  States  corps  of  ar- 
tiHerifo  and  engineers,  commanded  by  captain  Morris,  un- 
der the  order  of  Heutenant  Landais. 

The  bier  was  received  on  the  right  of  the  line  formed 
in  open  ranks,  with  pr. Tented  arms,  the  officers,  bands  and 
colors  faluting,  and  moved  to  the  left — minute  guns  firing 
at  a  diilance. 

When  it  reached  the  left  of  the  line,  the  troopa 
formed,  wheeled  in  platoons  and  marched  in  the  following 
order  till  their  van  had  reached  the  public  fquare  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  city,  (the  place  appointed  for  performing  the 
funeral  honors)  the  bands  playing  flow  und  folemn  dirges; 
the  bier,  mo'jrners,  &c.  following  the  rear  of  the  military—— 

E  3 
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Captain  Bentalou's  Troops 
In  quarter    ranks,  fwords    flieathed,  ftandard  in   deep 
mourning,  trumpeter  playing  a  dead  march. 
(General  Swan's  indifpofition,    prevented   his   attendance.) 
Captam   Shrim's  Light  Infantrym 
Appointed    t«»    perform    funeral   honors,  marching  with 
arms  reverfed. 

tth  regiment  J  commanded  6y  Alajor  Stodder^ 
Marching  in  platoons,  in  reverted   order,  with  arms  r«- 
verfed,  flandards  and  ir.ufic  in  mourning. 

2'/tb   regimtjit,  CoL    Taylor, 
Marching  in  platoon??,  in    inverted  order,  with   arms   re» 
verfed,  P.andards  and  muHc  in  mourning — its  band   playing 
Dr.  Boyce's  dead  march,   Washington's  march,  &c. 
3gth  regiment^  Col,  Mo/her,  -^ 

Marching  in  platoons,  in  inverted  order,  with  arms  re- 
verfed, ftandards  and  mufic  in  mourning. 
^tb  regimentf  commanded  by  major  Mackenbeimtr^  coU 
■Strieker  being  appointed  commanding  officer  of  the  day ^ 
Marching  in  platoons,  in  inverted  order,  with  arms  re- 
verfed, ftandards  and  mufic  in  mourning — its  band  playing 
?.hfi  dead  msrch  in  Saul,  &c. 

United  States  corps  of  Artillerijls  and  Engineers^ 

With  arms  reverfed  and  mufic  in  mourning. 

Captain  Barry's  Troops 

Swords  drawn,  Oandard   in  mourningo 

Captain   Biays^s  Troop, 
Sv/ords  drawn,  flandard    in  mourning. 

Capt,    Hollingfworih's   Troop, 
Sword-:  drawn,  ftaiidard   in  mourning* 
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Staff  of  the  Brigade, 
The  General's  Horfe, 
White,  with  faddle,  holflers  and   piftols,  led  by  apiiyale 
of  the  carps  of  artilleries   f^nd  engineers. 

BIER, 
Supported  by  four  fergeants  of  the    corps   of  artillerifts  and 

engineers. 

"     Cols.  Rogers         ^      Capt,  Morris 


C^ 


W  <j       Bankson  f^'y      Capt.   KiLTT 


Ramsat  KJ      Gen.   Smith. 


n 

-1 


V 


The  Rev.   Clfrgy  of  the  city, 
With  white  fcarfs  and  bands,  and  black  crape  rofes. 

•-  «  The  order  of  Cincinnati.                                 ?  ^ 

^  5  The  Marfliall  of  the  dlflri'fl  in  deep  mourn- 

•^  S  ing,  with  a  wand    covered  with    crape. 

-  Judiciary  of  the  United  Stales. 

£  "u  The    flate  Judiciary. 

£,   H  The  Bar,  two   and  two,  in  deep    mourning. 

«S  *>  The  Colled^or  of  the   customs  and  the  furveyor    r;  ^ 

^  ^  of  the  port   of  Biiltlmore   in  deep  mourninj.       '*  ^ 
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^The  M:iyor's  fevf  re  indifpofiiion  prevented  his  joining  tlie 

Pfoceillon.) 
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Prendtnt  cf   il-e  fecond  branch  of  city  council,         ci 
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.^    •        Members  of  the  ftcond  i)ranch  of  the  city         =  2 

^  5  council  four  and  four.                           o  w 

-n    ^  rT  21 

•^  -5  PreHdent   of  the  firft  branch  of  city  council.       ^2 

•^  *>  ?< 

i?  "    Msnibers  of  the  fiifl:  branch  of  the  city  council     ^'  ^ 
ji  -o  "^  ~  -  • 

four  and  four.  q  ~ 

Clerks   of  ihe  two   branches.  *n   5'. 

•    a 
Door  keepers  of  the  branchest  r::^ 

Citizens   fix  abreaftt  « 

When  the  van  of  the  military  reached  the  public 
fquare,  the  proceflion  halted,  the  troops  formed  in  line  with 
opened  ranks>  refUng  on  their  arms  reverfed,  and  the  pro* 
ceflion  following  the  bier  pafTed   through  to  ihe  fquare. 


When  the  bier  had  arrived  at  the  public  fquare,  a 
nioft  elegant  and  sfFecling  addrefs  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Doctor  Allison,  in  nearly  the   following  v/ords  : 

To  die,  my  forrowful  friends,  is  the  great  debt  every 
one  by  nature  owes,  and  which  he  muft  one  time  or  other 
undoubtedly  pay.  Among  them  that  are  born  of  womeni 
an  exception  will  not  be  found.  Here  the  great  and  the 
fmall,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  fiand  on  the  fame  level.  No 
exception  can  be  pleaded,  whatever  ranfom  is  propofed.'— 
The  filver  cord  mufi:  be  loofed,  the  golden  bowl  muft  be 
broken  in  e^ery  inftance.  Prayers  and  fuppllcations,  tears 
and  intreaii€s,  will  not  flay  the  fpoiler's  hand,  or  difarm 
Ills  infaiiaie  rage.  Could  the  prayers  and  intreaties  of  an 
imploring  naiiop  have  prevailed,  he  would  not  h-\ve  flieathed 
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5iis  arrow  in  the  pride  of  our  ftrength,  and  precipitated  the 
prefent  fad  folemnlty.  O  Deatli,  how  lich  thy  viaim  ! 
how  favage  the  violence  of  thy  triumph,  in  rending  from 
our  wounded  hearts  their  fended  earthly  hope  !  The  glory 
is  departed— Jrjsif/.vGT'ox  is  gone  !  United  America 
hears  the  doleful  knell,  and  bewails  the  lofs  in  all  her  bor- 
ders. As  it  was  among  the  Hebrews  of  eld,  when  all  Judah 
and  Jerufalem  mourned  for  Jofiah,  fo  i3  it  now^it  is  more, 
the  lamentaiion  is  reverberated  from  every  diftant  lliore  to 
which  the  melancholy  tidlnga  extend.  PVAsniyGTON  h 
gone  1  Ak,  fatal  night  in  which  he  fell  1  Let  darkntfs 
feize  upon  it— Let  it  not  be  joined  unto  the  days  of  the  year 
— Let  it  not  come  into  the  number  of  the  months.  I-o, 
let  that  night  be  folitary— Let  no  joyful  voice  come  near  it. 
buchare  the  effufions  of  inconfoiable  grief,  in  the  firfl:  tran- 
{ports  of  pardonable  excefs— but  returning  refieaion  mode- 
rates the  extreme,  and  diflliades  its  coctinuance.  The  un- 
changeable decree  of  Heaven  is,  that  there  fhall  be  nodif- 
cbarge  in  this  war,  and  furely  none  may  arraign  the  high 
authority.  The  author  of  life  is  likewife  the  iiniflier,  and 
fliall  we  fay  to  him — What  haft  thou  done,  or  why  haft 
thou  done  this?  No.  Notwithftanding  the  anguifli  of  our 
fouls,  we  bend  in  fubmilFion  lo  the  lovereign  pleafure  of 
God,  who  will  always  perfoirn  what  is  right,  We  ih»nk 
him  devoutly  for  having  raifed  up  among  us  this  fmgular 
man — a  benefit  to  mankind  in  general— a  precious  blclEr^' 
to  the  people  of  our  owa  land  in  particular*  We  fay,  the 
will  of  the  Lord  be  done— when  he  renioves  his  mighty 
fpirit  to  another  ftate  ;  even  when  he  lays  ilie  cefire  of  our 
tyes  in  the  grave,  and  blends  his  mortal  part  with  common 
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clay.  Hard  ta/k,  deplorable  cataRrophe,  we  confefs  I 
When  the  ear  heard  him,  t!ien  it  blclled  him--Whcn  the 
eye  faw  him,  t  en  it  gave  witnefs  to  him.  Now  his 
noble  and  majcQic  fy?A\)t  moulders  nnconrcious  into  kin- 
dred duQ.  He  hears  not  the  lighs  and  groans  of  his  be- 
reaved country,  whofe   happinefs   lay  fo  near  his  heart 

To  him  the  voice  of  Fame's  f%veet  trumpet  founds  in  vain. 
Yet  he  has  heard  its  loud  and  pleaflng  notes  reiterated 
on  a  thoufiind  occafions,  and  it  fl.all  be  tuned  to  his 
praife  throL^gh  every  revolving  age.  But  further,  the 
keeping  dm\  Hiall  awake,  for  they  that  are  in  their  graves 
fhall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  Ihall  come 
forth— O,  Death  !  I  will  be  thy  plagues,  O,  Grave,  I 
will  be  thy  deftrudtion.  Repentance  lliall  be  hid  from 
mine  eyes.  Do  any  of  you  yet  demand  why  was  he 
taken  away — Rather  afl<:,  why  was  he  given  and  conti- 
tjnued  fo  long  ? — the  anfwer  will  prefcribe  the  confidcra- 
tions  proper  to  be  entertained.  No  period  can  be  men- 
tioned in  the  long  lapfe  of  recorded  time,  wherein  the 
magnitude  of  the  crifis  was  fo  admirably  combined  with 
an  aflemblage  of  rare  and  valuable  talents  demanded  by 
it,  which  fhone  in  him  through  the  fucceflive  flages  of  a 
fplendid  life.  Recommended  to  marked  attention  in  pri- 
vate walks  by  a  manly  dignified  condu6\,  public  honors 
gradually  crouded  round  him,  till  he  rofe  to  the  higheft 
hisfountry  cculdbefiow,  and  he  wore  ihem  with  difiinguifli- 
applaufc.  View  him  in  the  feveral  characflers  of  legifla- 
tor  and  leader,  of  ftatefman  and  warrior — Behold  him 
guiding  the   complicated  operations  of  a    vi<f\oriou3  army, 
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conduclin^-  tlie  civil  iidminiQr;irion  of  a  powerful  nation, 
defcendlng  voluntarily  from  the  mof\  elevated  fphere  to 
bfloved  reiircinent,  and  afterwards  proirptly  fubmitting 
to  an  inferior  ft;ition  with  patriotic  humility.  Contem- 
plate hiin  in  thefe  ditTirent  and  diverfificd  relations— pro- 
claim him  great  in  all. 

But  I  travel  beyond  my  prcfeiit  limits — neither  the 
ieafon  nor  :he  place,  nor  the  circumftances  permit  me  to 
cnlar.,e.  I  mean  not  here  to  detail  his  fervices  and  to 
delineate  his  virtues,  for  which  a  particular  day  is  ap- 
[>ointed,  and  to  which  the  arduous  attempt  is  properly 
adjourned — I  or.ly  add,  what  my  intention  is  to  repeat 
thery— ShouLl  a  remembrance  of  our  grand  national  tranf- 
afllons  reach  an  approaching  world,  and  refleftions 
on  them  Tuare  In  its  exaU-^d  employments— thofc 
fervices  and  thofc  virtues,  now  configned  to  the  perifliable 
records  of  time,  will  furvive  the  lad  fiame,  and  live  In 
the  annals  of  eternity. 

4 

Captain  Shrlm's  company  of  li-^ht  Infantry  then 
fired  twice  and  with  a  precifion  that  was  never  ex- 
ceeded. 

The  proceiTion,  civil  and  military,  after  this  re- 
turned through  Fayette  and  Howard-Oreets,  and  down 
Baltimore-flieet,  until  the  right  of  the  military  couched 
Ghrift  church,  when  they  halted,  formed  in  line  wiih  open 
ranks  and  arms  teverfed,  and  the  bier  (with  tlie  proceluon 
following  it)  paiTed  through  to  the  church,  where  it  was 
depofited  an  d  a  funeral   fervice    adapted   with  great  pro- 
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priety    to  tlie  mournful    occ^fion,  was  performed    by  the 
)^ev.   Mr.  Bend,  as  follows  : 

« 

The  bier  was  introduced  into  the  church  with  the 
following  fentence  from  fcripture  :  *'  I  am  the  refurrec- 
tion  and  the  life  .  He  that  bdievcth  in  mc,  though  he 
were'Jtad,  yet  lliall  he  live  ;  and  whofoever  liveth  and 
believtth  in  me  iliall  never  die." 

A  mournful  air  was  then  played  on  the  organ,  after 
which  an  anthem  feleded  from  the  39th  and  90th  pfalms 
was  read  and  a  kiTon,  taken  from  I  Cor.   xv.   v,  20. 

Thr  lefTon  being  concluded,  the  following  hymn 
was  fung  by  feverai  gentlemen,  accompanied  by  the 
organ ; 

1.  HERE,  what  the  Voice  from  Heav'n   declares 
To  thole  in  Chrill  who  die  !  • 

"  Releas'd  from,  all  their  earthly  Cares, 
**   Vticy  reign  with  him  on  high.'* 

2.  Then,  why  lament  departed  Friends, 
Or  (hake  at  Death's  Alarms  ? 

Death's  but  the  Servant  Jefus  fends 
To  call  us  to  his  Arms. 

3.  If  Sin  be  pardon 'd,  we're  fecurc, 
Death  hath  no  Sting  befide  ; 

The  Law  gave  Sin  its  Strength  and  Pow'r  ; 
But  Ghrift,  our  Ranfom,  died  ! 
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4.  The  Graves  of  all  his  Saints  be  blefs'd, 
When  in  the  Grave  he  lay  ; 

And  rifmg  thence  their  Hopes  he  rais'd 
To  everlafling  Day  I 

5,  Then,  joyfully,  while  Life  we  have, 
To  Chrin,  our  life,  we'll  fing— 

"  "Where  is  thy  Victory,  O  Grave  ? 
«*   And  where,  O  Death,  thy  Sting  ? 

After  the  hymn,  the  following   prayers  were  addrcHed 
to  the  throne  of  grace  : 

Almighty  God,  who  had  ftamped  the  greateil 
uncertainty  on  the  duration  of  the  human  exiftence, 
exempting  not  from  thy  decree  the  moll  virtuous  and 
valuable  of  the  children  of  men,  grant  to  tis  confolation 
and  fupport  under  all  the  adverfe  and  forrowful  difpen- 
fationsof  thy  providence.  We  confefs  our  manifpld  llns 
and  tranrgrefllons  committed  againil  thee  ;  yet,  O  Lord 
God  mod  holy,  O  God  moH:  mighty,  who,  for  thefe  our 
fins,  are  juftly  difpleafed,  blot  them  for  ever  out  of  the 
records  of  heaven,  and  deliver  us  not  into  the  bitter  pains 
©f  eternal  death.  While  we  mourn  the  diilblution  of 
thofe  whom  we  love,  enable  us  to  cherifli  the  hope  of 
rejoining  them  in  the  regions  of  blifs ;  and  graciouQy 
gf-ant,  that,  in  our  lad  hour,  no  pains  of  death  miy 
caufe  us  to  fwerve  from  thee  j  but  that  we  may  be  able  to 
welcome  our  diUblution,  as  the  paflage  to  thy  gloriou* 
and  bleffed  prefence.  Grant  this,  O  Father,  for  the  fake 
of  Jefus  Ghrift,  our  Saviour.     Amen. 

a. 


176  DKATH     OF     \VA5HINCT0N. 


Almighty  God,  \vlth  ■whom   do  live  the  fpnits   o-f 
there,  who  depart  hence  in  tlie  Lord,  and  with  wl.om  the 
fouls    of  the    faithful,  after  they   are   delivered    from  the 
burden  of  the  P.cfh,  are  in  joy  and  felicity  j    we  give  thee 
hearty  thanks  for  the  good   examples  of  all  thofe  thy  fcr- 
vants,  v;ho,  having  finiflied  their  courfc  in    faith,   do  uovr 
reft  from  their    labors-^and    we    particularly    praife   and 
:^agnify  thy  holy  name,  for  the  veiy  illuflrious  and  edify- 
ing example,  aiTordcd    us  in  the    life    and    aflions   of  thy 
deccafed   fervant,  for    whofe    lofs    we  this   day  folemnly 
teftify  our  deep  and    heartfelt    forrow.     Grant,  merciful 
father,  that   his  bright  virtues,    his  memorable  deeds  and 
important  fervices,  may  live  in  the  hearts  and   minds   06 
all  the  inhabitants     of  our    land,  and   of  their  latcft  and 
moft  remote  ppfterity.      May  they  always  remember  with 
afie(5tionate  gratitude    the  great   civil  and   political    bleff- 
ings  which  thou   hafl   conferred  upon  them  through  him, 
thy  chofen  inftrument,  and  may  each  ftrive,  as   far  as  op- 
portunity may  be   prefented  him,  to  imitate   his   glorious 
and  admirable  condudl.     Give  to  us   all  courage  to  brave, 
fike  him,  the   moft  grievous  fatigues^  the    moft    diftrefsful 
hardftiips,  the  moft  imminent  perils,  and  even  death  itfelf, 
■when  our  beloved    country    may    require   our  exertions  5 
and  let    neither   menaces  terrify,  nor  promifes    feduce  us 
from  the  difcharge  of  our  duty.     Like  him  may  all  relin- 
c^uifh,  with  generous  promptitude,  the  moft  beloved  fcenes 
of      dcmeftic    enjoyment,      when    called     to     difcharge 
a    public     fun^lion  j      and     he^  -  who   hath   filled     the 
higheft  ftation  to  which  kis  country  can  raife  him,  cheer- 
fully eonfent  to  adt  in  %  fuboxdinate  capacity.     Like  him 
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may  flatefmen  dircern  with  wifdom  the  true  interefis  of 
the  people,  and  v/ith  UBviclding  firmnefs,  purfue  it,  and 
inagifirates  exe/cife  tlreir  authority  for  the  proteclion  and 
benefit  of  thofe  committed  to  their  care  for  the  true  ar.d 
impartial  adminillration  of  jufUce,  for  the  paniflimcnt  of 
•wickednefs  and  vice,  for  the  maintenance  of  thy  true  re- 
ligion and  virtue.  And  may  all  of  us,  whatever  may  be 
the  chafaiflcr  or  relation  which  we  may  fuftain,  ftrive  to 
emulate  his  excellent  qualities — and  we  befeech  thsc,  O 
JLord,  that  we,  with  our  deceafed  friend  and  benefaiftor, 
£nd  all  others,  who  ars  departed  in  the  true  faith  of  thy 
holy  name,  may  have  cur  peifed  ccnfumination  aad  blifs, 
both  in  body  and  foui,  in  thy,  eternal  and  everlafling' 
glorj,  throi>gh  Jefus  Ghrill  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Most  merciful  God,  who  hafl,  in  thy  deep  aud  un- 
fearchable  wifdorj,  grievoufly  atSicled  our  country,  in 
removing  from  it  its  moft  valuable  and  beloved  citizen, 
and  at  a  time,  when  his  long  tried  talents  and  valuable 
fervices  wer«  again  necelTary  to  thy  people,  we  acknow- 
ledge the  juftice  of  thy  mournful  dilpenfation,  as  far  as 
it  affefls  our  national  interefts.  But,  O  Lord,  in  tlic 
midft  of  judgement,  remember  mercy.  Suffer  us  Dot  to 
become  a  prey  to  thofe,  who  wifh  us  evil  ;  but  fo  direfl 
their  councils,  and  difpofe  their  hearts  that  tbey  m*y  Gn- 
cerely  endeavor  to  cultivate  towards  us  the  relations  of 
amity  and  peace.  Unite  in  :he  bonds  of  harmony  all  t!ie 
inhabitants  of  the  land  ;  and  may  their  principal  conteft 
5e,  who  (hall  mod  promote  the  good  of  their  country  J 
Fire  their    hearts  with   a   difinterefted  loyc  for  her,  aud 
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heroic  firmnefs  in  her  caufe  ;  that  fhouldll:  thou  ever  again 
permit  the  defolating  fword  to  be  drawn  in  our  land,  we 
nay  never  want  a  Washington  to  guide  us  >vith  his 
councils,  and  to  lead  us  to  vidtory.  Behold  with  thy  favor 
thy  fervant  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  both  the 
lioufes  of  Congrefs,  and  all  others  vcfled  with  authority 
•^fo  replenifli  them  with  the  grace  of  thy  holy  fpirit,  that 
they  may  always  incline  to  thy  will,  and  walk  in  thy  way. 
Grant  them  in  health  and  profperlty,  long  to  live  :  may 
all  things  be  fo  ordered  and  fettled,  by  their  endeavors, 
upon  the  beft  and  fureft  foundations,  that  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs,  truth  and  juftice,  religion  and  piety,  may  be  cl^a- 
Llifhed  among  us  for  all  generations  1  In  this  manner 
alleviate  unio  us,  O  Lord,  the  irreparable  lofs  which  we 
have  fuflercd^  and  to  thy  name  be  the  glory  and  praif« 
for  ever,  through  Jsfus  Ghrift  thy  font     Amen. 

O  MERCIFUL  God,  the  Pather  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifi,  who  is  the  refuiredion  and  the  life,  and  who  hath 
taught  ns  by  his  l.oly  apoRle  St.  Paul,  not  to  be  forry, 
as  nsf.n  without  hope,  for  thofe  "vvho  fieep  in  him,  ws  praife 
and  adore  thy  name  for  the  comfort,  which,  under  our 
great  national  lofs,  we  are  enabled  to  draw  from  the 
charader  of  the  departed  father  of  his  country,  and  friend 
of  mankind.  May  we  all,  while  we  drop  the  tear  and 
heave  the  f  gh  of  forrow,  call  to  mind  the  great  fl^sare  of 
blifs  v/hich  he  enjoyed  below,  the  univerfal  efleem  and 
affedion  which  were  his  portion,  the  exemplary  tenor  of 
his  life,  the  fiiortnefs  of  his  lad:  fufferings^  and  the  glory 
and  felicity,  to  the  fruition  of  which  he  hath  been  tranflat- 
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ed,  and  may  the-  powtrr  of  thy  grace  triun-!|th  over  the 
weaknefs  of  our  nature,  znd  our  forrow  for  our  own  lofs 
be  fwallowei  up  o?  fpiritual  joy,  far  his  final  triumph  and 
expiltation.  Be  particularly  gracious  unto  his  venerable 
rellcl,  kte  the  partner  of  his  joys  and  cares. — Sorely,  O 
Lord,  haft  thou  ai5-<f^ed  her;  but  grant  tjnat  fiie  may  not, 
©n  this  trying  cccaGon,  be  forfaken  by  the  confolaiion* 
of  that  bleffed  religion,  which  flie  fo  eminently  adorns, 
but  may  enjoy  them  in  a  high  degree.  Prefervc  her  from 
evil,  fpiritual  and  temporal  ;  crown  her  with  thy  loving 
kindnefs  ;  and  when  her  great  and  folemn  hour  (hall  con:e, 
and  wir^  her  myftic  fii^ht  to  other  worlds,  grant  her,  O 
Father,  to  behold  with  him  the  light  of  thy  reconciled 
countenance.  And  may  all  prefent  be  found  in  tke  laft 
day,  acceptable  hi  thy  fight,  and  receive  that  bleiling, 
which  thy  well  beloved  Son  0»all  then  pronounce  to  all 
who  love  and  f.-"  ir  thee,  faying.  Gome,  ye  blefTed  chil- 
dren of  my  Father,  receive  the  kingdom  prepared  for  yo» 
fro:n  the  beginning  of  the  world.  Thefe  things  we  beg! 
for  Jefus  Ghrlll's   fake,  our  Mediator  and  Redeemer. 

• 

The  minliter  then  pronounced  the  following  palHges- 
•f  fcripture  :  *^'  I  heard  a  voice  from  Heaven,  faying  unto 
me,  write  from  henceforth  blelTed  are  tiie  dead  who  die 
in  the  Lord  :  even  fo,  faith  the-  fpirit,  for  they  reft  from 
thejr  labors,  and  tkelr  works  do  follow  them," 

*^  The  grace  cxf  our  Lord  Jefus  ChrlQ,  and  the  love 
of  God  and  the  fellowfhip  of  the  Holj  Ghofl,   be  with  us 

all  evermore.     Amen.'' 

0^5 
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TiiK  ceremonies  being  concluded,  the  bier  wai  taken 
out  of  the  church,  amidft  folemn  niufic,  perfbi  med  upon 
the  organ  accompanied  hy«he  5th  regiment's  band,  wiien 
captain  Shrim's  company  of  light  infantry  performed  the 
laft  military  honors,  by  firing  over  it  with  their  acculiomed 
accuracy. 

After  which  the  military  marched  to  their  refpec- 
tive  rendezvous  grounds  and  difmiffed. 

The  citizens  affembled  then  retired  to  their  refpeftive 
homes. 

During  the  whole  time  of  the  proceflion,  captain 
Brown's  company  of  artillery,  formed  at  the  head  of 
Baltimore  ftreet,  fired  minute  guns. 

The  appearance  of  the  military  did  them  great  honor, 
and  it  is  to  be   regretted  that  the    neeefTary  arrangements 

prevcnted'yhem  from  going  into  the  church.  It  is  fuppof- 
cd  there  were  at  theleaft  fourteen  hundred  men  under  arms. 
There  were  near  five  thoufand  in  the  proceflion  ;  and  it 
is  probable  there  appealed  in  BaUimore-ftreet,  at  one 
time,  not  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  fouls.  A  number  of 
gentlemen  from  the  county  and  diftant  parts  of  the  flate 
attended  and  joined  in  the  proceiuon,  anxious  to  exprefs 
their  veneration  for  him,  who  once  great  and  good,  is  now 
djo  more — "  The  man  of  the  age" — "  thefirlVm  war,  the 
firftin  peace,  and  the  firrt  in  the  hearts  of  his  country." 
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tit  a  me  f ting  cf  the  Maflers^  Wardem  and  Keprefenta- 
fives  of  the  ft  vera/  Lodges  of  this  c/7)',  held  at  Con- 
cordia  Lodge  Room,  on  lVt;d>iefdj.j,   the  i^tb  inst. 


I 


/r  was  refolvfd,  that  a  tribute  of  the  hlgheft 
fpetf^  in  their  power  to  fvince  fliould  be  paid  to  the  mp- 
irory  of  their  deceafeJ  Brother  General  JVashisg7'on.^~ 
For  this  purpofe  it  was  rleteraiined  that  a  proceiTion  Hiould 
be  made  tVom  JVashingto\  Lodi^e  Room,  Fell's  Point, 
on  Sunday  next^  at  xi  o'clock  A.   M. 

A  COMMITTEE  was  tlien  nominated  to  carry  into 
cfTed  this  laudable  intention.  The  faid  committee  re- 
commend that  all  the  members  of  conftiruted  Lodges 
fhould  attend  pundually  at  the  hour  and  place  aOove 
mentioned,  from  whence  they  are  to  proceed,  according 
to  fenlority,  in  the  ufual  mode,  under  the  direaion  of 
the  grand  Marfhal,  The  committee  take  this  opportu- 
nity mofl:  earneftly  to  invite  every  regular  Mafon  in  the 
city,  to  join  their  brethren,  for  a  purpofe  -which  muft 
awaken  the  feelings  of  every  heart  pofielled  of  a  fpark  of 
fenfibility.  Such  Mafons  will  be  received  as  vifitors  and 
take  their  ftation  accordingly.  The  committee  confider- 
ing  the  great  uncertainty  of  the  weather,  recommend 
that,  if  it  prove  unfavorable,  thofe  who  refide  in  town, 
fliouId  proceed  in  ftages  which  will  in  that  cafe  attend.— 
It  is  exp'efted  that  the  Brethren  appear  in  white  aprons 
and  gloves,  with  crape  round   their    arms  and   hats.     At 
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the  lime  of  meeting,   information    ^vill  be  [r\vtn  of  a  pro- 
per [ilace  \vherc  a  Brother  will  deliver  an  oration  fuitablc 

to  the  folenin  occafibp. 

HAMILTON  GRAHAM, 

Secretary  pro.  tena. 


MONDAT^  Decemeer  23. 

ACCORDING  to  previous  notice  the  members  of 
tJhe  Masonic  Institution,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
met  yeflerday  at  JVasmingion  Lodge-Room,  No.  3j 
Ff.U's  Point,  from  whence,  at  about  half  pad  1 1  o'clock, 
they  proceeded  in  folemn  procefTion,  (the  gentlemen  of 
the  Volunteer  Band,  attached  to  the  i7th  regiment,  at- 
tending, who  performed  feveral  dirges,  fuitable  to  the 
occafion)  to  the  Prcibyterian  Meetlng-houle,  ^vhere  an 
excellent  Oration,  calculated  to  imprefa  on  the  minds  of 
the  auditors,  a  lafting  fenfe  of  the  virtues  of  their  deeeaf- 
ed  Yriend  and  Brother  General  George  JfASHiNCfoN, 
was  delivered  by  a  member  of  the  Amicr^U  Lodge, 
No.    25. 


By   the    General   Assembly    of  Maryland, 
December  i7,  1799. 

JL  O  give  the  people  a  public  opportunity  of  re- 
gretting the  irreparablfe  lofs  which  their  country 'hath  fuf- 
tained  by  the  death  of  General  Gj^Rge  Wjshjuc^oh^ 
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Resolved  unanlmoujly^  That  a  mefTage  from  the 
leglflature  be  communicated  to  the  governor,  requeuing 
him  to  appoint,  by  proclamation,  a  day  of  mourning, 
humiliation  and  prayer,  throughout  this  ftate,  and  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  citizens  thereof  to  alTemble  in-their 
refpecllve  places  of  worfhip,  to  teftify,  in  the  moft  pub- 
lic manner,  their  veneration  for  his  memory,  and  to  de- 
rive, from  the  juft  eulogiums  of  his  meritorious  ferviccs, 
the  belt  motives  for  the  imitation  of  his  virtues. 

The  General  A{Iembly  of  Maryland  feeliiag  the 
moll  iindiiTcmbled  forrow  for  the  irreparable  lofs  of  the 
illurtrious  JVashjngt'on,  and  anxious  to  pay  everytribute  of 
refpect  to  the  memory  of  the  departed  friend  to  his  coun- 
try, do  refolve  unanimouily,  That  there  be  immediately 
furnifhed  a  fcarf  and  hatband  for  the  governor,  the  pre- 
^dent  of  die  fenate,  and  each  of  the  attending  members 
cf  the  fenate,  the  fpeaker,  and  each  of  the  attending 
members  cf  cue  hcufe  cf  dtli  gates,  and  members  cf  th^ 
council,  each  cf  the  oScevs  and  clerks  attached  to  the 
fenate  and  houfe  of  delegates,  the  chancellor,  and  fuch 
of  the  judges  of  the  general  court,  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  ftate  and  general  governments  as  are  now  in  the 
city  of  Annapolis,  to  be  worn  during  the  fcflion  as  the 
external  mark  of  their  unfeigned  grief. 

W.  HARWOOD,  CL  Ho.   Del 
A.   VAN-HORN,  CU  Sen, 
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By  his   Excellency 

B  E  NJ  A  MI  N    OGLE,    Esq. 

Governor  of    Maryland. 

A      PROCLAMATION. 

'  Whereas  the  leginature  of  this  Hate,  pe- 
netrated With  regret  for  the  death  of  the  iliuftrious  pa- 
triot, general  Geopge  WASHiNCToNf  and  zealous  to  ex- 
prefs  their  high  refpeiEl  and  veneration  for  his  eminent 
virtues  and  difiinguiflied  fervices  to  his  country,  have, 
by  a  refolution  unanimoufly  aiTented  to  on  the  feven- 
teenth  inftant,  requefted  me  **  to  appoint,  by  a  procla- 
mation, a  day  of  mourning,  humiliation  and  prayer 
throughout  this  ftate,  and  to  recommend  it  to  the  citi- 
zens ther&of  to  aflemble  in  their  refpedlive  places  of 
•worlhip,  to  teftify  in  the  mod  public  manner,  their  ve- 
neration for  his  memory  ;  and  to  derive,  from  the  juft 
eulogiums  of  his  meritorious  fervices,  the  bed  motives 
for  the  imitation  cf  his  virtues.*' 

And  whereas  I  entirely  accord  with  the  honorable 
legiflature  in  the  meafure  propofed,  and  am  anxious  to 
co-operate  with  them  in  paying  this  tribute  of  grateful 
rel^edl  to  the  merits    and  long    tried    patriotifm    of  dimt 
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deceafed  fellow  citizen,  1  have  therefore  thought  proper 
to  recommend  and  aivife,  and  do  hereby  recommend  and 
advife  accordingly,  that  the  twentt-secojjd  day  of 
February  next,  be  obferved  throughout  this  ftaie, 
as  a  day  of  uiournhig,  humiliaiion  and  prayer  for  the 
deceafed  j  that  the  citizens  on  that  day,  go  into  mourn  - 
ing,  and  ab Raining,  as  far  c"S  may  be,  from  their  fecular 
occupations,  devote  the  time  to  the  facred  duties  of  re- 
ligion; that  they  call  to  mind  the  virtues,  public  fervices 
and  unfhaken  patriotifm  of  the  deceafed,  and  admiring, 
endeavor  to  imitate  them  ;  that  they  implore  the  mofl 
high  God  to  fupply  his  lofs,  by  infplring  them  with  a 
love  of  true  liberty  and  pure  religion,  and  by  difpenfing 
the  bleffings  of  peace  and  knowledge  throughout  the 
land  ;  and  that  he  would  grant  to  the  people  of  this, 
and  the  United  States,  that  the  wifdom  and  virtues  of  a. 
Washington  may  never  ceafe  to  influence  and  direi\ 
our  public  councils. 

Given  in  the  council  chamber,  at  the  city  of  Anna- 
polis, under  the  feal  of  the  flate  of  Maryland, 
this  eighteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine. 

BENJAMIN  OGLE. 

By  the  governor, 

NiNIAN    PlNKNEY, 

Clerk  of  the  governor  and  council. 
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VIRGINIA  LEGISLATURE. 

IN    THE    SENATE. 

JVednesdat,  December  18. 

X  HE  fpeaker  informed  the  houfe  he  had  re- 
ceived a  paper  publillied  in  Alexandria,  called  the 
*'  Times,"  announcing  the  death  of  General  Washing- 
2'ON  J  whereupon  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Xayior, 

If  was  unanimciisly  resolved.^  That  the  member* 
of  this  houfe,  v/ill  in  teftimony  of  the  moft  fincere  ef- 
teem  for  the  illuftrious  character  of  their  late  fellow  citi- 
zen Geohgr  WjsuiNGfoNi  go  into  mourning,  by  wear- 
ing on  the  left  arm  a  fcarf  of  black  crape,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  fefTion. 

And  in  further  teltimony  of  refpe£l,  the  houfe, 
■without  proceeding  to  any  other  buiinefs  adjourned  till 
to-rnorrow  twelve  o'clock. 


Yesterday  his  excellency  James  Monroe,  Efq. 
qualified  as  governor  of  this  commonwealth  for  one  year. 
As  foon  as  a  board  of  the  members  of  the  executive 
council  were  convened,  we  are  told  that, 

The  Governor  obferved  that  refolutions  had  una- 
nimoufly  palled  both  branches  of  the  legiflature  of  the 
common   wealth  agreeing  to  wear  a   badge  of  mourning 
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for  the  lofs  of  our  illuftrlous  and  beloved  fellow  citizen 
George  Washington  j  and  propofed  to  the  members, 
that  they  fhould  follow  the  example.  To  which  propo- 
rtion, they  agreed  unanimouslj. 


FVJSiERAL  PJROCESSIO.V  in  ALEXANDRIA, 


THE    XXII   OF    FeBRUART. 


A. 


MERIGA'S  Jubilee,  Is  pafTed— and  the  day 
cf  gladnefs  is  now  cloathcd  in  mourning,  for  him  who 
we  moll  loved  and  delighted  to  honor.  Though  the  day 
of  mirth  has  been  transformed  into  a  day  of  iorrow,  it- 
afforded  one  elevating  confideration  to  the  citizens  of 
Alexandria-^that  tL2y  lljouid  once  more  publicly  mani- 
feft  their  grief  for  the  lois  and  refpecl  for  the  memory 
of  their  iliuiirious  neighbor  General  George  Wasuinq^ 


o 

Von, 


The  morning  of  •*  the  day  of  mourning"  was  an- 
nounced by  a  difcharge  of  '16  r  ■>unds  by  captain  Harper't 
company  of  artillery,  and  a  p:3ceffion  was  formed  in 
King-ftreet,  precifely  at  1 1  o'clock  (from  a  fignal  gun) 
by  colonel  Deneale,  who  was  appointed  to  marllial  the 
proceflion,  which  was  in  the  following  order  : 

R 
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Officer  of  dragoons  four  paces  in  front,  fword  drawn. 
Eight  dragoons  difmounted,  two  abreaft,    fwords  drawn. 
16   Miflesfrom    9  to    12   years    old,  with  white  veils 
:^nd  fcarfs  trimmed  with  black,  and   linked  together  with 
garlands  of  ever-green,  two  abreaft. 

Major  William  Johnflon,  an  old  continental  officer, 
who  ferved  with  reputation  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  who  difmilTed  at  the  conclufion  thereof,  the  laft  of 
the  Virginia  line,  bearing  a  ftand  of  colors  of  the  llth 
Virginia  regiment,  which  was  ufed  in  the  war  and  pre-  | 
ferved  by  him,  and  produced  on  this  folemn  occafion. 

16  Boys  in  complete    uniform   of  blue    and  buff,  from 
7  to  9  years   old,  each  having  an  infantry    cap,  with  a 
xnotto    in  letters    of  gold,   in   front,   WASHiNGto^^    our 
wocie/'*— and  an  efpontoon  fliouldered— marching  by  files. 

Captain  Simms's  company  of  Silver   Greys,  by  platoons. 

Orator  of  the  day   and  clergy. 

-  Children  of   the  free -fchool  fupported  by  the    bounty 

of   the    illuftrious   deceafed,  cloathed    in    a  new   fuit  of 

mourning  (at  the  expence  of  the  corporation)  two  abreaft, 

headed  by  their  teacher. 

The  high   flieriff  of  the   county,  and  juftices   of   the 
peace,  the  fheriff  bearing  a  white  ftaff. 

The    mayor,   aldermen,    and    common   councilmen  of 
Alexandria,  preceded  by  the  fergeant  with  a  ftaff. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Bar. 
The  prefident  anddireaors  of  the  Potomac  company. 
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The  officers  and   brethren  of  Lodge  No.  22,  with  their 

regalia  properly  {hrouded. 

The  officers  and  Brethren  of  Lodge  No.   27. 

Band   of  Mufic. 

Militia   officers    of  the    county  of  Fairfax,  belonging  to 

the   60th   regiment — by  fe£llons. 
The  uniform  companies  of  the  106  regiment  in  order-^ 

by  feclions. 
Captains   and    mates    of  velTels,   two    abreaft,  bearing 
two  globes,    a  chart,   (hip  completely    rigged,   Quadrants, 
Log,  Reel,  &c.   &c. 

Mechanics   of  the  Town, 
Taylors  with  a  flag  emblematic  of  thi  profefTion,  borne 
by  Mr.  John  Longdon,  who    has    followed   his  profellioa 
for  upwards   of  30  years,  and  who    ferred  as    a  dragooti 
in  the  revolutionary  war. 

»  Citizens  four  abreaft. 

After  the  line  was  formed,  captain's  Simms's 
company  of  Silver  Greys  were  fent  for  major  Johiiioa 
and  his  iland  of  colors  j  they  approached  the  line  on  the 
left,  and  palled  in  review  to  their  ftation  in  the  line,  whea 
the  whole  were  wheeled  to  the  right,  and  marched  down 
King-ltreet,  up  Royal-ilreet,  through  Cameron- 1 treet, 
and  down  Fairfax -ilreet,  to  the  Preibytenan  church, 
which  had  been  previoufly  handlbmely  drefled  in  mourn- 
ing, and  which,  for  the  prefent  occafion,  was  addition- 
ally ornamented  in  the  following  manner  : 

On  the  front  of  tke  pulpit  w«is  affixed  in  gold  a 
large  W. 
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The  Tonriiin,  which  accommodated  the  Orator, 
three  officiating  Clergymen,  the^lafter  and  Warden* 
of  Lodge  No.  22,  was  railed  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  arud 
covered  with  black.  Two  large  arches  were  raifed  on 
the  Eait  and  Weft  galleries,  and  handfomely  ornament- 
ed with  evergreen^  on  the  key  llones  of  each  appeared 
in  gold  the  letter  W. — Under  the  arches,  on  the  fide, 
were  arranged  the  ladies  drefled  in  white,  with  white 
veils  and  icarfs,  wreaths,  Sec.  who  obligingly  aflifted  in 
the  mHfical  part  of  the  ceremony  ,  and  under  thofe  on  the 
oppolite  fide  were  arranged  the  16  mifles,  as  defcribed 
in  the  order  of  proceflion  their  wreaths  hanging  in  fef- 
toons  in  front  of  the  gallery.  In  their  rear  appeared  the 
16  iiftle  boys  in  uniform  before  mentioned.  On  the  front 
of  th  Eait,  South  and  Weft  gallery  was  fufpended  a 
portrait  of  the  lllu'tnous  WASHisGfOfj^  with  the  follow* 
ing  iiikriptioas  annexed  to  each  of  them. 

East   Side. 
«•   I  he  Ornament,  Example,  and  defence  of  our  Nation. 

"^  South. 

*»  Firll  in  War — firft  in  Peace — firft  in  the  hearts  of  his 

Countrymen* 

West. 

Millions  unborn  fhall   venerate  thy  name,  and   call  thee 
Saviour  of  their  country.     ^ 

The  fervice  of  the  day  commenced,  with  an  anthem 
accompanied  by  inftrumeutal  mufic,  after  which  the  Rev. 
Mr,  D^kvis,  delivered  a  prayer  calculated  to  lead    the  de-. 
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Yotions  of  the  audience  to  that  God,  whofe  beneficence 
had  beftowed  'and  fo  long  continued  the  invaluable  life 
of  our  now  lamented,  and  ever  to  be  remembered 
WjshisgTon — Vocal  and  inftrumental  Mu^c. — A  Nar- 
rative of  the  honors  ufually  paid  to  the  memory  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  charaflers,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Muir — Mufi« 
and  Anthem. — Eulogy  by  Dodor  Dick*;  Mufic  and 
Anthem.  The  Throne  of  Grace  was  addrefled  in  an 
affec^iorrate  prayer,  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Maffit — Infh'umen- 
tal  MufiC. 

Major  Johnfon  advancing  the  ftand  of  colours,  the 
little  boys  faluted  them,  uttering  the  words  *'  Hail 
Sacred  Reli'^,"  after  which  they  were  prefented  to  the 
•16  young  milles,  in  rotation,  who  ornamented  them  with 
their  wreaths,  pronouncing  at  the  fame  time  the  follovr* 
ing  appropriate  fentences  : 

1.  Thus  we  offer  our  tribute  to  the  memory  of  PTasu* 

INGtON, 

5.  The    Daughters    of    America     fliall     long  lament^ 

thy  Ibfs.  • 

o.  He  wa«  scceptabJe  as  the  return  of  Spring. 

4.  He  was  orna  .lental  as  the  flowers  of  Summer, 

5.  He  was  beneficial  as  the  fruits   of  Autumn. 

6.  He   was    terrible   to   oppreiTors    as  the    Aorms    of - 

"Winter, 
7*  WashincTon  was  a  (lately  oak, 
8,  WASHJNcroN  as    a  Sun  illuminated   the    Wcftern' 

Hemifphere* 
H3 
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9.  The  Sun  fet,  and  gloom  o'erfpread  the  UnJ^ 

10.  WASHiNGfON  fleeps   with    his  fathers. 

11.  Let  the  willow  fhade  his  grave. 

12.  Let  the  grafs    mantle  it, 

13.  Let  the  fragrant  herb  perfume. 

14.  Lt-t  the  birds  of  the  wood  ferenade  It. 

15.  Let  human  voice  chant  a  melanchcly  dirge. 

16.  Let  the  fous  cf  Columbia  emulate  the  cliaradler 

of      JVASIUNCrON*. 

The  procefHon  returned  from  the  Meeting  houfe, 
in  the  fame  order  to  Kir>g-Rreet,  where  the  whole  were- 
dlfmifl^d,  except  the  military,  who  were  formed  with  a 
piece  of  artillery  on  the  right  and  left,  and  c^ptaia 
Simpfon*s  company  of  Dr.  goons  on  the  right  of  the 
■whole,  where  they  fired  1 6  rounds,  each,  by  divifions 
and  platoons,  with  military  exaflnefg^ 

ODES 

JBj  the  Ladies  voho  assisted  in  the  musical  part   of  the 

ceremonies* 

Come,  Sifters,  of  the  tuneful  train ^ 

Jn  numbers  fad  and  flow, 
Kow  fwell  the  melancholy  ftrain 

In  notes  attun*d  to  woe  : 

As  chief,  immers'd  in  grief  profound, 

Melpomene  appear, 
Ard  bid  the  melting,  plaintive  found 

Affail  the  lift'ning  ear. 
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No  cheerful  theme  our  thoughts  purfac^ 

No  hopes  our  minds  accoft,  y 

A  gloom  of  forrow  veil  our  view. 
For  >^ature's  Treafure's  lo;t  I 

With  ilrains  of  anguili  let  thy  band 

Arrcft  Creation's  ear  : 
Let  dillnnt  worlds,    at  thy  command, 

Now  Ihcd  the  mouniful  tear. 

« 

•Lorn  Genius  of  a  weeping  land  t 

Your  Freemen,  in  one  fun'r\l  band, 

With  grief  each  feeling  bofom  torn,  . 

Conftfs  ji  IVAsaiuGtos  you  mourn.  ► 

IlIuftriDUs  Chief  !  thy  natal  day- 
No  more  awakes,  the  felHve  l>^y  ; 
No  more  the  viol's  joyous  found 
Excites  to  mirth's  fantaftic  round. 

Sec  I  *n)id  empyrean  fphcres  of  light. 
The  Hero  from  his  heav'niy  height 
Our  ftrcaming  agonicrs  appiafe, 
And  bid  our  Vdin  lamenting  ceafe. 

To  him,  whofc  wife  and    dauntlefs  foul. 
Could  the  world's  wayward  fate  controil  ; 
To  him,  let  glory's  altar  blaie, 
To  him,  th€  '  ^ling  anthem  raifc« 
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«  Slowly  nrlke  the  Mcmn  bell  ; 
Nature,   found  thy  deepeQ  knell— 
Pow'r  of  Mufic  1  touch  the  heart, 
Nature  there  will  do  her  part, 
God  of  melancholy,  come, 
Pcnfive  o'er  the  Hero's  tomb  ; 
In  faddeft  drains  his  lofs  deplore, 
With  piercing  cries  rend  ev'ry  ihore, 
For  WASHmc'toy's  no  more  ! 

Glory,  bring  thy  faireft  wreath, 
Place  it  on   thy  Hero's  urn  ; 

Mercy,  in  foft  accents  breathe, 
He  ne'er  made  this  bofom  mourn, 
God  of  Melancholy,  &c« 

Hold  not  back  the  facred  tear, 
Give  to  him  a  figh  fincere, 
Sorrow  !  our  i:',rateful  hearts  preys  deep  | 
Angels  may  joy,    but  Man  mufl  weep* 
God  of  Melancholy,  3(C.* 


»> 


*  • 


•'  How  happy  he,  who  /inks  to  reft, 
By  all  regretted,  lov»d  and  bleft. 
For  him  the  Orphan's  pray'r  (hall  rife 
And  waft  his  fpirit  to  the  fkies. 

To  deck  his  grave  Ihal!  Virtue  bring 
The  earlieft  tribute  of  the  Spring  ; 
Whilrt  in  our  hearts  we'll  raife  a  tomb, 
Round  which  immortal  wreaths  iball  bloom. 


DEATH     or    WASHINGTON  195 

Peace  to  his  foul  !  the  fatal  hour  is  paft, 
And  filence  o'er  him  has  her  mantle  cart. 
His  deeds,  his  virtues,  are  enroli'd  by  Fame  ; 
Nor  fhall  oblivion  ever  Ihroud    his  name. 

Whilft  the  fad  train,  in  foft  and  folemn  lays 
Dwells  on  his  merit  and  records  his  praife  ; 
Let  the  full  chord  to  yon   blue  arch  arife, 
Our  IVdsaJNGroN'S  tranflated  to  the  ikies  I 

Illuftrious  Qiade  '.  accept  thefe  artlefs  lays, 
The   Mufe  this  tribute  to  thy  memVy  pays. 
No  more  to  thee  by  mortal  can  be  given, 
Much  honor'd  (hade— the  reft  is  left  to  Heaven. 

Oh  1  to  thy  country  oft  dire  fl  a  ray 
Of  guardian  light,   from  thy  celeflial  day  ; 
Infpire  her  StaLefmen,  and  inflrucl  her  Youth 
To  follow  thee  i a  Innocence  andTiuth." 


■  O' 


Alexandria,  Februaiy  24, 

Dollar  Elisba  Cullen  Dick, 
Sir, 

The  Committr-e  apL»oIntcd  to  make  arran^emente 
for  the  2 2d  of  February,  take  picafure  in  expreilinj  to 
you  the  entire  approbation  of  the  Eulogy  pronounced 
by  you.  on  our  Inte  illuilrious  Neighbor  and  Fell  w  Citi- 
aen,  waichthey  are  wsil  diTared  gave  general  fatisia^lion 
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to    your  Fellow  Citizens  j  and  they  reqiiefl  your  permil- 
(ion  to  have  it  publifhed. 

We  are, 

Very  refpe£lfully, 
Your  obed't  ferv'ts, 

WILLIAM    FirZHUGH, 
CHARLES    SIMMS, 
JAMES  MUIR, 
.^,    THOMAS  MARSHAL^ 
GEORGE  DENEALE, 
JONATHAN   SWIFT. 

Gentlemen, 
The  approbation  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
cxprefs,  of  the  Eulogy  pronounced  by  me,  on  our  late 
illuftrious  Neighbor,  and  the  allurances  you  entertain  of 
the  general  fatisfadion  of  the  audience,  afford  me  ample 
teflimony  of  the  good  wifhes  of  my  Fellow  Citizens,  and 
produce  in  my  mind  the  moft  lively  and  appropriate  un- 
preflions.  ' 

Without  confidering  it  as  pofle fling  any  intrinfic 
title  to  publicity,  I  feel  bound  to  comply  with  your  re- 
q^ueft,  and  fend  you   a  copy  for  publication. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 
With  great  refped, 
Your  obed't  ferv't, 

ELISHA  C.  DICK. 
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ORATION. 

In  attempting  to  execute  the  part  affigned  me  by 
your  committee,  on  this  forrowful  occafion,  I  rife  with 
a  confidence  in  your  Indulgence,  upon  which  I  reft  an  only 
hope,  that  my  liumble  efforts  may  be  found  in  any  degree 
conimenfurate  with  your  mod  moderate  expsciions. 

The  people  of  America  are  this  day  aflcmbled  in 
multitudes,  to  mingle  in  grief,  and  to  exprefs  to  the  world 
in  one  united  voice,  the  caufe  of  their  affliclions  :— to 
cherifh  the  recollection  of  departed  worth  j  and  to  evince 
to  diflant  nations,  that  they  are  grateful  to  a  bentfavHor. 

If  there  be  an  animating  thought,  while  yet  the  tear 
of  forrow  hangs  upon  the  cheek,  may  it  not  be  drawn 
from  an  imaginary  view  of  tfeat  moft  inter;{ting  pidure, 
v/hich  America  would  at  this  moment  exhibit,  were  it 
poiTible  to  be  comprifed  within  the  fcope  of  vifion  ? 

Four  millions  of  the  human  rixr-,  iVee  in  their 
thoughts  and  affections — unrefirained  in  their  adlions, 
widely  difperfed  over  an  extenfive  portion  of  the  habita- 
ple  globe,  are  feen  devoted  to  a  fingle  purpofe  j— x\  peo« 
pie  detached  by  local  caufes — a(fluated  in  common  life  by 
oppofltc  views,  or  rivals  in  the  purfuit  of  iimilar  objeds  ; 
— jealous  in  all  other  matters  of  general  concern— are 
offering  the  tribute  of  affection  to  the  memory  of  their 
comm^on  friend.  In  vain  fhall  we  examine  the  records 
of  antiquity  for  its  parallel.  Worth  fo  tranfcendent  as 
to  merit   univerfal   homage,  with  a  correfpondent  dcfirc 
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to  beftoyr  It,  mark  an  event  in  the  hlftory  of  our  country, 
that  may  be  confidered  as  a  phenomenon  in  the  annals 
of  man. 

The  inftltution  of  games,  the  denomination  of 
Cities  and  empires,  the  eredion  of  monuments  of  marble 
and  bronze,  have  feverally  ferved  to  perpetuate  the  me^ 
mory  of  illuftrious  charafters  ;  but  how  bitcn  may  the 
parentage  of  their  celebrity  be  traced  to  eiiher  a  fingle 
accident,  or  to  a  fortuitous  combination  of  circumflances. 
To  which  of  the  Sages,  Patriots,  or  Heroes  of  pad  ages, 
fliall  we  recur  for  an  example  of  that  uncommon  aflem- 
blage  of  virtues  and  talents  that  were  blended  in  the  cha- 
radler  of  our  beloved  WASHJNGfoa  1  Be  it  the  privilege 
of  pofterity,  when  it  fhall  dcfire  to  honor  unuiual  merit, 
by  comparative  commendation,  to  employ  his  name  as  a 
term  of  fuperlative  applaufe  ;  but  let  us  no  longer  muti- 
late his  well  earned  fame,  by  looking  back  to  antiquity 
for  his  model.  Kis  early  manifeftation  of  extraordinary 
capacity — his    uniform    preference    of    the    publx   gooJ 

to     private    enjoyment his     unwearied     labours     in 

the  fcrv'Ce  of  his  country,  for  upwards  of  forty  years, 
defervedly  place  him  on  the  higheft  point  of  human 
exaltation. 

Pre-eminence  in  focijd  life,  is  more  frequently 
the  efFea  of  exertion  then  of  unufual  talents  ;  and  rcoft 
men  might  have  been  wifer  and  better  than  they  are,  had 
ilnprovement  at  all  times  been  their  fixed  purpofe  :  but  the 
^dividual  whom  a  beneficent  Providence  feleaed,  as  his 
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favorite  inftniment  to  difpenfc  the  blsfiings  of  political 
life  and  lib'^rty  to  his  country,  feemed  peculiarly  fitt.-J  for 
that  refplendent  commiirion,  by  the  munlficrni  h.inl  of 
nature.  Prefages  of  his  future  eminence  wtrc  to  be 
drawn  from  his  earlielt  life.  Wliile  yet  at  fchool,  his 
deportment  was  fuch  as  to  procure  him  the  confidence 
and  refped\  of  his  young  compan-ons  :  He  v.-as  the  com- 
mon arbiter  of  their  juvenile  dlfputations,  and  his  deci- 
Cons  were  conclufive  and  fatisfadior)-. 

Possessing  a  mind  peculiarly  colle£\ed  in  its 
ftruc\ure,  elevated  in  its  views,  and  firm  in  its  piirpofes, 
he  faw  at  once  the  importance  of  intelle^ual  ufcendency, 
and  foon  acquired  the  abfolute  dominion  of  himfelf.— 
Endowments  fo  rare  and  ineRimable  drew  him  early  :nto 
general  view,  and  attracted  the  notice  of  the  conhituted 
authorities.  At  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  bearing  a 
major's  commifiion  in  the  provincial  forces,  he  is  f;;lecflcd 
by  the  Colonial  executive  oi  Virginia,  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  a  critical  and  momentous  embatJy  to  the  French 
command^^r  on  the  Ohio.  He  engages  in  the  perilous 
and  refponfible  enterprize.  Undaunted  by  the  chill  bla.'.s 
of  winter — undifmayed  by  a  view  cf  the  pathlefs  wild 
that  lay  before  him,  he  takes  his  departure  from  Wiillamf- 
burg,  and  moves  on  witl  unfhaken  purpofe  to  Us  point 
of  deninatlon.  Having  produced  his  credcntiiilj  and 
remonftrated  ineffei5luaily  r.gainft  the  incurficns  of  the 
French,  r/e  fee  him  on  his  return,  environed  by  Immi- 
nent and  compl.cated  dangers,  from  v.hich  the  providen- 
tial hand    of  Heaven   alone  can  cjitricate  hinit     Ke  has 

S 
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already  efcaped  the  murderoufly    meditated  volley  of  the 
iavag^  in  ambufh — he    is  now    contending    with  the  ele- 
ments.    Embarked    with  his  few   attendants  on  a  hafiily 
conflru(ned    raft,    the    impetiiofity    of  the    torrent,  witU 
ailailing  bodies    of  ice,  bear   him    along   their  turbulent 
courfe,  and  threaten  inevitable  deftrudlion.     The  youth- 
ful hero,  oppofing  his  utmofl    ftrength  to    the    wayward 
current,  is  plunged  into  its  icy  bofom.     For    a   moment 
he  is  invinfible,  and  his  difconfolate    companions  deplore 
the  lofs  of  their   leader  ;— But  he  rifes    again,  and    buf- 
feting the  angry   furface    of  the  flood,  recovers  the  raft, 
■which  is  arrefted    in  its  progrefs  by  an    infulated    clufter 
of  rocks.     The    night  approaches    and  patiently  to  wait 
the  return  of   day  is  a    point   of  neceffity.     Difconfolate 
and  drear  the    abode,    but  more  terrible    the  furrounding 
profped.     The  intenfe  feverity  of  the  weather  in  recom- 
penfe  for  his  fufferings  prefented  in  the    morning  an  ani« 
mating\fpe Oracle .     The  ice  locked  and  firm,    enables  him 
to  proceed  in  fafety  to  the  deftined  fliore,  and  he  purfues 
without  further  Impediment  his  hom.eward  way. 

The  extraordinary  capacity,  firfi  exemplified/ in  the 
^rofecution  of  this  inaugural  miflion,  was  afterward^ 
more  amply  difplayed  on  the  Banks  of  Monongahela.— 
On  that  occanon,  the  feveral  ilnportant  properties  efTen- 
tial  to  military  command,  were  manifefted  in  the  prefer - 
vai-'cn  cf  the  remnant  of  a  vanquilhed  army.  A  youth 
aatutored  in  the  fchools  of  war— by  the  peculiar  ftrength 
and  ingf  nuiiy  of  his  own  mind,  efTeffred  an  atchievement, 
that  wculd  have  given  additional  luftre  to  the  fame  ol 
•a  dininguilhed  veteran. 
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An  eventful  page  in  the  book  of  fate,   was  yet  un- 
difclofed.     An  era  approached  when  the  hero  of  Monon* 
gahela,   was  to  be     introduced  to    an  admiring  world  ;— 
A  memorable  epoch,  that   was  at  once  to   give  exiflencc 
to  one   of  the    moft  extenfive    empires  on   earth,  and   to 
ftamp  a  brilliant  immortality  on   the  individual,  who  was 
chofen  by  Heaven  to  execute  its  mighty  mandate.     The 
American  Colonies,  the  legitimate    offspring    of  Britain, 
feel  the  hand  that    (hould    fofler,  become    opprcflive    and 
fevere.      They  venture  but  alledlioiiately  to  complain.— 
The  parent  rebukes,  urges  fubmilTion,  impofes  with  aug- 
mented rigor    and  threatens  coerfion.     Petitions  and  ref- 
pec\ful  expoftulations  are    tried  inetfe dually.     In   pacific, 
but  in    more  dignified    terms,   they    now    remonl^rate  -— 
They  appeal  to    reafon,    to  juUice    and   truth.      Parental 
difpleafffre  is    kindling  into  wrath    and    revenge.     They 
view  at   a    diflance  the    gathering  florm  and   prepare   to 
encounter  it:      Dreadful  the  impending  conflicl  and  incal* 
culable  the  ifTue  ;  but  the  price  of  viftory  is  ineftimable" 
A  fenfe  of    common    injury,  common  danger,  and  com  - 
mon  intereft,  infpire    union  and    Energy.     They    collect 
their  little    army,  untried,  undifciplined.     In    the  hands 
of  their  beloved  WashiscTos^  they  at  the  fame  moment 
depofit  the  chief  command  and  their  hopes    of  fuccefs.— 
Pledged  to  himfelf,  his   fellow  citizens    and  to    his  God, 
he  accepts  the  facred  trufr,  and  determines  to  give  liberty 
to  his  country,  or  perifli  in   the    enterprize.     Thus   pre- 
pared and  thus   headed,  making    a  folemn    appeal  to  the 
inhabitants    of  tiie    earth,  they    implore    the     Almighty 
aid,  and  enter  upon  the  unequal  and  terrible  combat. 
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It  is  nnneccnary  to  our  prefent  purpofe  to  tract 
minutely  the  chain  of  fucceedlng  incklents.  The  lOue 
at  once  gave  birth  to  our  wide  fpreading  empire,  and 
crowned  the  hero  with  wreaths  of  immortal  glory.  Gaz- 
ing  nations  paffing  in  wonder  from  the  magnificent  work 
to  its  author,  are  unfettled  as  to  their  chief  point  of 
admiration  ;  while  Columbia,  growing  with  cehflial  rap- 
ture, greets  with  boundlefj  gratitude  and  air^iclion  her 
favorite  Son. 

The  Saviour  of  his  country,  difbandlng  his  martial 
ranks,  tenders  his  fage  advice  to  his  fellow  citizens, 
bef^ows  a  benedldicn  on  his  companions  in  arms,  and 
retires  to  the  calm  retreat  of  private  life. 

Smiling  peace  refumes  her  gentle  reign.  Agricul- 
ture and  commerce,  reviving  from  their  bed  o#*anguifii, 
lead  on  in  triumph  to  the  altar  of  liberty,  their  long 
train  of  national  bleffings.  A  plan  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  altar,  and  the  equitable  diurlbutlon  of  Its  ble (lings, 
requires  the  aid  of  the  aggregate  wlfdom  of  the  United 
States,  Amidd  this  'brilliant  afTemblage,  this  conilella- 
tion  of  enlightened  minds,  the  father  of  his  people  again 
appears  and  flilncs  fupremely  refulgent.  Reftraining  by 
his  harmonizing  prefence,  the  dlfcordant  operation  of 
foclal  interefts,  temoerlncc  the  ardor  of  dlfcuflion,  and 
holding  up  to  view  the  balance  of  relative  rights,  he  faw 
their  united  labors  terminate  in  the  produdlon  of  a  fyf. 
^ern  cr  general  government,  which,  receiving  the  -fane- 
tlon  of  his  approbation,  became  the  palladium  of  tl^e 
national  independence. 
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Ois'CE  iT.ore,  in  obedience  to  the  united  fulTrage  oi;' 
his  country,  he  foregoes  tlis  enjoyment  of  domertic 
fcenes,  and  accepts  the  fuperintendency  of  the  great  and 
mighty  concerns  of  the  empire.  Events  arife  in  the 
courfe  of  his  adminlftration  that  call  forth  .frefti  demon- 
Orations  of  his  fuperior  -wifdom. 

The  exining  relations  between  America  and  tht 
^wo  great  contending  nations  of  Europe,  neceflarily 
placed  the  former  in  a  Htuation  peculiarly  hazardous  and 
embarraffing.  Devotees  in  the  caufe  of  republicanifnr, 
it  was  impollible  for  ics  citizens  to  become  unconcerned 
fpewcators  of  the  eventful  conteft.  Lively  imprefiions  of 
gra-titude  dill  remained  for  the  magnanimous  fiiccors  for- 
merly received  from  one  of  the  powers,  which  naturally 
infpired  a  warm  latere  (I  in  the  ilTue  of  the  war,  and  had 
a  [irong  tendency  to  draw  them  ultimately  within  its 
deQruftive  vortex.  But  the  vigilant  guardian  of  his 
countr)''s  fafety,  by  bafing  his  pofition  on  the  broad  and 
comm-anding  ground  of  neutrality,  moll  effe6\ually  fecur- 
ed  our  peace,   our  honor,   and  our    independence. 

After  eight  fuccedive  years,  in  the  autumn  of  his 
life,  exclufively  devoted  to  the  national  IntereQ,  he  is 
permitted  to  repofe  a  while  his  venerable  head  on  tHe 
pillow  of  doraeflic  eafe  ;  and  but  a  little  while  is  his 
repofe  free  from  interruption.  The  ertablirtimcnt  of  a  mi* 
litary  force  is  deemed  neceffary  for  the  public  fafety,  and 
the  laureled  veteran  is  foiicited,  and  agrees  to  take  the 
provifion's;!  command-.     Eut   the  fleeting  and    variegated 
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fccncs  of  his  probationary  exigence  ^vcre  drawing  to  a 
cloie.  The  Inaiifpicious  gloom  wliich  jiad  excited  the 
apprehenfion  of  America  having,  in  a  great  raeafure, 
<Iif:ippeared — tjie  Soul  of  this  great  and  good  man  took 
its  fnal  departure  to  the  mansions  of  eternal  rest. 

To  his    furvivors,  in    the  imexampled   tenor  of    his 
adions,  he  has  bequeathed  a  legacy  of  ineftlmable  value. 
In  the  walks    of  private  life,  he  was    no  lefs    exemplaiy 
than  in  the  more   confpicuous  fcenes    of  public    employ- 
ment.     His  private  friend fiiip    terminated    only  with  his 
lateQ  breath.     Modcft  and    unafTuming,  yet    dignified  In 
his  manners — acceflable  and  communicative  ;  yet  fuperior 
■to  familiarity,  he   infpired    and    preferved    the    love  and 
refpeft  of  all  who  knew    him.      For  the  promotion  of  all 
public  and  ufeful    undertaking,  he  was  fingularly  munifi- 
cent.    The    indigent  and    diflrefled,    were    at  all    times 
fubje(f\s    of    his    fympathy    and   concern.      His    charity 
flowed  in    quiet  but    conrtant    flreams,  from    a  fountain 
^that  v/as  at  no  time  fuiFered  to  fuftaln  the  fmallefl  dimi- 
nution.    No  purfuit  or    avocation,  however  momentous, 
was  permitted  to    Interrupt  his    fyilematic    attention    to 
the  children  of    want.     His    anxious    folicltude    on  this 
fcore  is   pathetically    exemplified    in    a  letter    written  in 
1775,  at  a  time  when  the  unorganized  ftate   of  the  army 
might  have  demanded  his  exclufive  concern.      AddrefTIng 
himfelf  to  the  late  Lund  WafV.ington,  he  writes — "  Let 
**  the  hofpltality  of  the  houfe  be  kept  with  refped  to  the 
<<  poor.    Let  no  one  go  away    hungry.     If  any   of  this 
*<  kind  of  people  (liould  be  in  want  of  corn,  fupply  their 
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^*  neceflltles,  provided  it  does  not  encourage  them  in  idle- 
f  nets.  I  have  no  objeftion  to  your  giving  my  money  in 
*'  charity,  when  you  think  it  will  be  well  beftowed.  I 
'*  mean  that  it  is  my  de/lre,  that  it  Ihould  be  done.  You 
'*  are  to  confider  that  neither  myfelf  nor  my  yife  are 
♦*  now  in  the  way  to  do  thefe   good  offic^is." 

Such,  my  fellow  citizens,  was  the  man  whofe  mc-- 
mory  we  have  a(Tembled  to  honor.  It  has  been  your  pe- 
culiar felicity  often  to  have  feen  him  on  the  footin^^  of 
focial  intimacy.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
held  a  dlftinguilhed  place  in  his  aif^clion,  you  have  had 
repeated  teftimony.  You  have  feen  his  fenfibillty  awa- 
kened, on  occafions  calculated  to  call  forth  a  difplay  o£ 
his  partiality.  The  lafl  time  we  met  to  offer  our  faluta- 
tions,  and  exprefs  our  inviolable  attachment  to  the  vc« 
nerable  fage,  on  his  retiring  from  the  chief  Magirtracy 
of  the  Union,  you  may  remember  that  in  telling  you 
how  peculiarly  grateful  were  your  exprellions,  the  vifible 
emotions  -of  his  great  foul,  had  almo.l  deprived  him  of 
the  power  of  utterance. 

But  heaven  has  reclaimed  its  treafure,  and  America 
has  loil  its  firfl  or  patriots  and  befl  of  men— its  fhield  in  war  ; 
in  peace  its  brighteft  ornament,  the  avenger  of  its  wrongs, 
the  oracle  of  its  wifdora  and  the  mirror  of  its  perfection. 
His  fair  fame,  fecure  in  its  Immortality,  (hall  fliine  thro' 
countlefs  ages  with  undlminiflied  luflre.  It  fliall  be  the 
ilateman's  polar- flar,  the  hdffs  deftlny  ;  the  boaft  of  age  ; 
the  companion  of  maturity,  and   the  gaol  of   youth.     It 
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fliall  be  the  lall  national  office  of  hoary  dotage,  toteachthe 
infant  that  hangs  on  his  trembling  knee,  to  lifp  the  nam« 
of  Washingion, 


Matches,  February  21,    1800. 

LINES  BY  Doctor  G.  PFEIFFER. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  late  and  much  lamettted 
General  George  IVASHiUGfoniy  to  be  sung  at  the 
Chapel^  on  this   day, 

I. 
HAIL  fainted  fpirit  of  unrivall'd    wortli  1 
Hail  glorious  chief,   who  gave  to  freedom  birth  I 
How  did  the  Heavens  with   joyful  peals  refound, 
When  thy  death  tidings,  roll'd  the  fpheres  around  i 

II. 

But  ah  !  How  difPrent  is  the  fcene  below, 
Where  lofs  of  thee,  has  fill'd  each  heart  with-  woe  J 
Ye  mufes,  all  your  choiceH:  incenfe  bring. 
And  round  his  hallow 'd  tomb,    foft  cTirges  fing. 

III. 

Daughters  of  Heav'n  fair  freedom's  g,enius  weep  |  . 
And  at  his  Ihrine,  unceafing  vigils  keep— . 
Let  diflant  ages  learn  his  matchlefs  fame, 
And  imborn  imlUons  venerfce  his  name.— 
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PEESIDENTS   MESSAGE. 

Mr.  Sh  \w,  fecretary  to    ths   Prefideat,  communi- 
cated the  followin:^  mCiTaafe  : 

Gent  Id  men   of  the  Senate , 

and  of  thd  hjuss  of  Representatives^ 


I 


N  compliance  with  the  requefl  In  on2  of  the 
refolutlons  of  Congrefs  of  th3  21fl  of  December  lafl^  I 
tranfmitted  a  copy  of  thofe  refolutions  by  my  fecretary, 
Mr.  Shaw,  to  Mrs.  WASHiSGi'oy,  aHilring  her  of  the 
profound  refpe£l  Gongrefs  will  ever  bear  to  her  perfon 
and  chara(fler  ;  of  thsir  condolence  in  the  late  atHi^^ling 
difoenfation  of  Providence,  and  intreatins:  her  aflent  to 
the  interment  of  the  remains  of  General  George  IVa9H» 
JNGfoN.  in  the  manner  exorelTeJ  in  the  firrt  refolution.— 
As  the  fentiments  of  that  virtuous  lady,  not  lefs  beloved 
by  this  nation  than  flie  is  at  prefent  afai(5ted,  can  never 
be  fo  well  expreffed  as  in  hex  own  words  ;  I  tranfmit  to 
Congrefs  her   original    letter. 

It  v/ould  be  an  attempt  of  too  much  delicacy  to 
make  any  comments  upon  it  ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
tliat  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  all  the  branches  of 
the  government,  will  be  highly  gratified  by  any  arrange- 
ment which  may  diminifh  the    facrifice  flic  makes    of    her 

individual  feelings,  ^fF 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
United  States,    Jan.   8,^1300. 
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Mrs,  WASHINGTON'S  LETTER. 

Mount- Vernon,  Dec.    31,    1799. 
SIR, 


w, 


HILE  I  feel  with  keenefl:  anguifli,  the  late 
difpenfation  of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be  infenfible 
to    the    mournful     tributes  of   refpedl    and     veneration, 

which  are  paid  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  deceafed 
huiband  ;  and,  as  his  befl  fervices  and  mod  anxious 
wiflies,  were  always  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  happi- 
nefs  of  his  country,  to  know  that  they  were  truly  ap- 
preciated, and  gratefully  remembered,  affords  no  incon- 
fiderable  confolation. 

Taught  by  the  great  example,  which  I  have  fo 
long  had  before  me,  never  to  oppofe  my  private  wiflies 
to  the  public  will,  I  muft  confent  to  therequeft  made 
by  Congrefs,  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs  to  tranf- 
mit  me,  and  in  doing  this,  I  need  not,  I  cannot  fay, 
what  a  facrifice  of  individual  feeling  I  make  to  a  fenfe 
of  public  duty. 

With  grateful  acknov/ledgment,  and  unfeigned 
thanks  for  the  perfonal  refpeif^,  and  evidences  of  condo- 
lence, exprelTed  by  Gongj-efs   and  ycurfelf, 

I  remain  very  refpecf^fully. 
Sir, 

Your  mod  ob^ient. 
And  humble  fervant, 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON. 
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NO       T      I      C      E 


TAKEN    OF 


etn,  ©eorse  Sxllafljingfmi, 

^N.    DIFFERENT     PARTS     OF     EUROPE    i^C* 


PARIS,  February  11, 
ORDER  OF  THE  DAT.-^ 

For  the    consular   guards     and    all   the    troops    of    the 

Republic, 


w. 


ASHINGTON  is  no  more.  That  great 
man  fought  agalnfl  tyranny.  He  firmly  ell.iblinicd  the 
liberty  of  his  country.  His  memory  will  be  ever  dear 
to  the  French  people,  as  it  muft  be  to  every  friend  of 
freedom  in  the  two  worlds,  and  efueciallv  to  t])o  I'rench 
foldiers,  who  like  him  and  the  Americans,  bravely  fight 
for  Liberty  and  Equality. 

* 

The     firft   conful  in    confequer.re  orders,    that  for 
!ten  days  black'crapes  (hall  be  fufpendei  to  all    the  fiaii- 
dards  and  flags   of  the  Republic. 

*  Washington's    birth  day. 
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FusERAL  OnjrioN    oh    IVAsniscroN    delivered  in  the 
temple  of  Mars,    hj  Louis    Furtanesy  the  20th  Feb, 


F 


RANGE,  unbiased  by  tbofe  narrow  prejudices 
"which  exift  between  nations,  and  admiring  virtue  wherever 
it  be  found,  decrees  this  tribute  cf  refpedt  to  the  manes 
of  WASHJNGfON.      At    this   moment   ihe  contributes    to 
the  difcharge     of  a    debt  due  by  t\\  o  nations.     No  go- 
vernment, whatever  form  it  bears,  or  v,'hatever  opinion 
it    holds,  can  refufe  its  refpecl   to  this   great   father  of 
liberty.      The  peojDle    who    fo  lately  fligmatized   Wash- 
INCHON    as  a  rebel,  regard  even  the    cnfranchifen^.ent    of 
America,  as  one  of  thcfe  events  confecrated    by  hiftor^ 
and  by  pafl;  ages.      Such  is    the    veneration    excited   by 
great  charaders.    The  American  revolution,  the  contem- 
porary  of  our  own,   is  fixed  for  ever.      IVashi]^G7'on  ht- 
gan  it  with  energy,    and  finiflied  it    with    moderation  — 
He  knew  how  to  maintain  it,  purfuing   always  the  prof-  -^ 
perity  of  his  country  ;  and  this  aim  alone  can  juftify  at 
the  tribunal  of    the    Mofl:  High,  enterprifes  fo  extraor- 
dinary. 

To  fpeak  the  eulogy  of  the  hero  of  America,  re- 
quires the  fubiimeft  eloquence  of  the  firll  of  orators.  I 
refled:,  with  fentiments  of  admiration,  that  this  temple,  dj 
ornt^mented  with  the  trophies  of  valor,  was  raifcd  up  in 
an  age  of  genius,  an  age  which  produced  as  maay  great 
writers    as  illuflrious   commanders.   .  Then,   the  memo- 
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py  of  heroes  was  entrufted  to  orators  whofc  genius  gave 
immortality.  Now,  military  glory  fhines  wlih  luftrc 
[]^f/acj  ;  and  in  every  country  the  glory  of  tl.e  nnc  iir:s 
is  fhrouded  in  darknefs.  My  voice  is  too  fcebl-i  to  be 
beard  on  an  occafion  fo  folcmn  and  momentous,  and  fo 
new  to  me.  But  as  that  voice  is  pure*  ;  as  it  his  never 
flattered  any  IjDecies  of  tyranny  ;  it  has  never  been  ren- 
dered unv.'orthv  of  eelebratiiiir  heroifm  aad  virtue. 

Nevertheless,  thefe  funeral  and  military  honors 
■will  fp?ak  to  all  hearts  ;  it  needs  not  the  aid  of  fpeech, 
to  raife  flrong  and  undefcribable  emotions.  Th.e  mourn- 
ing which  the  firR  conful  orders  for  V/jSHiscToSy  de- 
clares to  France  that  Wjsuingt'on's  exanvple  is  not  loft. 
It  is  lefs  for  the  illuftrious  general,  than  for  the  benefac- 
tor and  the  friend  of  a  gre  t  people,  that  the  crape  of 
mourning  now  covers  our  banners  and  the  uniform  of  our 
warriors.  Neither  do  we  prepare  that  unmeaning  pomp» 
fo  contrary  to  policy  and  humanity,  in  wh  ch  inlult  is  of- 
fered to  humanity,  contei-npt  to  venerable  ruins,  and 
calumny  to  the  tomb.  Every  exalted  idea,  every  ufeful 
truth,  is  fet-n  in  this  allembly.  I  fpeak  before  warriors, 
the  honorable  praifes  of  a  warrior  firm  in  advcrlity,  modcft 
in  vidtoTy,  and  humane  in  every  flage  of  fortune.  Before 
the  minifters  of  ihe  French  republic,  I  fpeak  the  praifcs  of 
a  man  whom  ambition  never  fwayed,  und  whof>i  every 
care  tended  to  the  welfare  of  his  country  ;  a  min  who  unlike 
others  have  changed  empires,  lived  in  peace  in  his  n  ;tive 
land  ;  that  land  which  he  had  freed,  and  in  which  ke  had 
held  the  higheft  rank  ;  and  died  as  a  Umple  individual. 

r 
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An  ailefiing  piece  aflbciates  tlic  {iiadc  of  Fraiikli* 
with  the  f^ulogy  wf  WAsiiisGroN,  and  recalls  to  mind  the 
amiable  vinues  of  that  fage,  fo  c:;Icbratcd  in  France^ 
whom  polU-rity  v/ill  rr^^rd  as  the  brother  of  the  hero  of 
America. 

In  that  piece,  the  orator  finds  tmts  of  a  finer  hue, 
to  paint  the  virtues  of  the  hero. 

"  WASHJNC'ro2^y  fays  he,  offers  examples  not  lefs 
worlhy  of  imitation.  Ariiidft  all  the  diforder  of  camps  ; 
amidit  all  the  excefles  iiifeparable  from  a  civil  war,  huma« 
iiity  took  refuge  in  his  tent,  and  >vas  never  repulfed.  In 
triumph  and  inclefeat,  he  -svas  always  as  tranquil  as  wif- 
dom,  as  fimple  as  viitiie.  The  finer  feelings  of  the 
heart  never  abandoned  him,  even  in  tho^e  moments  when 
his  own  intereft  would  feem  to  juflify  a  recurrence  to  the 
laws  of  vengeance.  This  I  call  thee  to  attefc,  O  youth . 
fui  Afgill  !  thou  Avbofe  misfortunes  have  interefted  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Am.erica  1  With  v/hat  affiduous  care" 
did  WashiugTon  endeavor  to  delay  a  fentence  which  the 
laws  of  war  would  have  precipitated  1  He  expected  that 
a  voice,  then  all  pov/erful,  would  have  been  heard  acrofs 
the  expanfive  ocean,  and  demanded  a  pardon  which  could 
not  be  refufed.  That  voice,  fo  conformable  to  the  feel- 
ings of  his  heart,  was  heard  and  felt  ;  and  the  day  which 
favtd  a::  innocent  victim  ought  to  be  infcribed  among  the 
moil  glcrious  of  viiSorious  and  independent  America.*' 

Heiie  the  author  feems  to  ticvate  himfelf,  or  rather 
to  foar  with  the  great  men,  whcfe  necefiary  courfe  and 
inevitable  deftiny  he  fo  admirably  defcribes. 
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•'   It  is  thtfe    extraordinary    mtn  'vho   appear  at  in- 
tervals en  tills  vafl    fcene,  M'ith    cli?.raders    commanding 
and  illu:\rious.     An    unkno\vn    and    rupprior   cauie  fends 
them  when  it  is  fit,   to  lay  the  foundations  of  new,  or  to 
budd  lip  the  rums  of  old  empires.      It  \i  in  vain  ihat  tliefe 
•.n^n    ftep  afide,  or    mingle    in  the    crov;d :  delliny    leads 
them  en;   they  are  c.-.rried  from  obQacle  to  ohAacle,   from 
triumph    to  triumpli,  until    they  arrive    at    the.fummlt  of 
power.       Something      funern.uural      animates     all    their 
thoughts  :   an  irrefi liable  movrment    is  given    to  all  their 
enter^iif-s.      The    multitude    iVdl    fetking    them    amour; 
rhemfclves,  ar.d  .Hnd  th:  m  net:   tl-.cy   ralfe  their  eyes,  and 
fee  in  a  fphere,  drizzling- v/lth  Uglit  :ind  ^lory,  thofe  whom 
their  ignorance  and  envy  would  call  ra!h.      WAi.iii^iG'TQiJ 
had  not  thofe  high  and    commanding    traits    which  ftriico 
every  mind  :   he    difplayed    m.ore  order  and    jufiice,  th^n 
force  and   elevation  in  his  ideas.      He  pofiTclTed  above  ail, 
in  a  fuperlor  degree,  that  quality  which  fome  call  vulgar, 
-but  T/h:ch  very  few  pcfltfs  ;   that  quality   not  lefs    ufeful 
to  the  government  of  ilates  than  to  tlie    conduct  of  life, 
and  which  gives  more  tranquility  than  emotion  to  the  fjui^ 
and  more  happinefs  than  glory  to    thofc  who  poilcfs  It  :-«* 
it  is  of  goad  fenfd   that    I  fpeal:."— **  Audacity  deOroys, 
Genius  elevates  good  f  enfe  prcferves  and  perfe^fls.  Geniuo 
is  charged    Avich    the  glory    ot"  empires  j    but    o-ood    f^rl"-; 
alone  alTares  their  fafety  and  repofc." 

So  many  interef^s    are  here  united    with  the  ploafure 
Q^i.  cnce  more  Ending  French   cloqi'.ence,  that  ;si  are  fure 
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of  the    attention    of  our   audience,  by    nndtiplying  quo- 
ratioiu. 

**  His  end  pourtrayed  all  the  domeftie  virtues — as 
his  life  had  been  ?in  illuftrious  example  in  \va.r  and  politics. 
America  regarded  with  refpeft  the  manfion  which  con- 
tained her  defender  :  from  that  retreat,  where  fo  much 
glory  dwelt,  fage  counfels  ifllied,  which  had  not  lefs 
weight  than  in  the  days  of  his  power  ;  but  death  has  fwept 
all  away  ;  he -died  in  the  midft  of  thofc  occupations  which 
fwKCten  doniellic  life,  and  fupport  us  in  the  infirmities 
of  age. 

"  From  every  part  of  that  America  which  he  has  de- 
livered, the  cry  of  grief  is  heard.  It  belonged  to  France 
to  echo  back  the  mournful  found;  it  ought  to  vibrate  on 
every  generous  heart.  The  fiiade  of  JVjshjngt'on,  on 
entering  beneath  this  loft/  dome,  will  find  a  Turenne, 
a  Catinat,  a  Conde,  all  of  whom  have  fixed  their  habita- 
tion here.  If  thefe  illuftrious  warriors  have  not  ferved 
in  the  fame  caufe  during  life,  yet  the  fame  of  all  will 
unite  thsm  in  death.  Opinions  fubjca  to  the  caprices  of 
the  world  and  to  time  ;  opinions,  weak  and  changeable, 
the  inheritance  of  humanityj  vanifh  in  the  tomb  :  but 
glory  and  virtue  live  for  ever.  V/hen  departed  from  this 
Oage,  the  great   man  of  every    age    and    of  every  place, 

Hifecom^e,  in  feme   meafure,  compatriots  and  cotemporaries 
---Thly?ft)rm  but  one  family  in  the  memory  of  the  living  ; 

-  and  their  examples  are  renewed  in  every  fucceflive  age. 
Thus^  v/ithin  tliefe  walls,  the  valor  of  WASnu^Gros  at- 
trads  the  regard  of  Qonde  3  his  mode  fly  is  applauded  by 
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Tur^r.nc  ;  his  ph  Vofophy  draws  bhn  to  tlie  bofcm  cf  Citi- 
nat  ;  a  rjeople  who  admit  the  ancient  doqma  of  a  tranf- 
mio-r.^ricn  of  louls,  \yi!l  often  conbfs  that  ti.e  foul  of 
Gatiiiit  dwell;  in  tlis  bcfoni  cf  JVASHisoroy, 

"  T:is  voire  of  Republicpjilfm,  whicii  refoundi 
f.'O  ii  cvtiV  pr-rt  cf  th^fe  walls,  ouiht  to  pleafe,  above  all. 
the  defenders  of  Air.trica.  Can  they  not  love  thofe  fol- 
tJkkrs  who  after  tl'.eir  ex:.rapie,  repelled  the  enemies  of 
their  country  ?  We  approrxh  with  pleafure  thofe  vete- 
rans, wiiofe  tropliies  a:id  luRre  to  thtfe  walls,  aiid  fome 
of  whom  h.ive  gained  Idiireh  with  V/ASHi'Sd'oSf  in  the 
wilds  of  Carolina  and  Vir ainia. 

"  But  tiiiirc  is  fomething  more  due  to  the  memory; 
or  VASHiNoros  ;  it  is  the.  union  of  France,  and  Ame- 
ric;i  ;  it  is  the  h:.pp^nefs  of  each  ;  it  is  Peace  between 
the  two  n:\ti0n3.  It  now  feems  to  me,  that  JVasiijngt'os 
calls  to  all  France,  from  the  very  fuir.mit  of  h.is  dome — 
**  Magnanimous  People  1" — you  who  know  fo  well  how 
to  honor  glory,  I  have  conquered  for  independence  ;  the 
happintfs  of  my  country  was  the  reward  of  that  victory. 
Imitate  not  the  firft  half  of  my  life  ;  it  is  the  fecoivd  th.it 
reccmn:tnds  me  to  poRerity* 

**  Yes,  thy  councils  flictll  be  heard,  O  JVashingt'qs  I 
O  Warrior  !  O  Legillator  1  O  Citizen,  without  reproach. 
He  who  ^j/il/e  jet  youngs  furpafles  thee  in  battles,  Ihall, 
Lke  thee,  with  his  triumphant  hands,  heal  the  wounds  of 
his:  country.     Even  r.owwe  have  hij  difnofiticn,  hii  cha.- 
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raifler,  for  the  pledge  :  and  bis  warlike  genius,  unfortu- 
nately ncccfTary,  (hall  foon  lead  f»veet  j^eacc  Intc  this 
temple  of  war  :  then  the  fentiment  of  univerful  joy  fViall 
obliterate  the  remembrance  cf  opprcfTion  and  injuftice. — 
Already  the  opprefled  forget  their  ills,  in  looking  to  the 
future.  The  acclamations  of  every  age  will  be  offered 
to  the  hero  who  gives  happinefs  to  France,  and  feeks  ta 
reftore  it  in  the  contending  world. 


•A* 


Amsterdam,  March    23. 


.<A 


MIDST  the  homage  in  Europe,  paid  to  the 
memory  cf  the  illullrious  Washingi'on.,  that  by  the  focie- 
ty,  known  by  the  name  of  Felix  Meritis  (an  alTociaiion 
of  friends  to  the  arts  and  fciences,  eftablifhed  in  this 
city)  holds  a  diftinguifhed  rank.'*  The  following  are  the 
moft  prominent   traits : 

On  Friday,  the22dof  March,  this  refpeflable  focie- 
ty,  paid  its  tribute  of  refpedl  to  the  manes  of  that  vene^ 
rable  man,  by  a  funeral  ceremonial,  accompanied  with 
the  moft  espreilive  emblems  of  rcfpefl  and  affliiaion. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  hall  ftood  a  tomb  In  the 
form  of  an  obelilk,  with  the  buft  of  Washincton, 
en  one  fide  the  emblem  of  the  fociety  crowned  him 
■with  laurels  j    on   the  oppofite,    the    genius    of   huma- 
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airy  in  tears,  bev/aiiing  his  lofs  ;  in  front  of  the 
monument  was  feen  the  following  infcription  :  "  This 
society  honors  the  merits  of  so  great  a  many  'whose  death 
humanity  deplores." 

The  maieflic  ceremony  commenced  by  a  difcourfe  de- 
livered by  Mr.  It  Kinker,  a  celebrated  advocate  of  this 
city,  introductory  to  the  funeral  ceremonial ;  this  was 
followed  by  a  folemn  hymn,  compofed  by  R.  I.  Uilen- 
■  brack,  and  fet  to  plaintive  mufic,  adapted  to  the  melan- 
choly occafion,  by  Mr.  B.  RulofFs — after  which  Mr.  Kin- 
ker pronounced  an  elegy,  replete  with  fentiments  worthy 
of  the  fubje<ft,  and  with  that  eloquent  fenfibility  that  did 
equal  honor  to  the  hero  and  legiflator,  the  objeft  thereof, 
and  to  its  learned  ?.uthor.  All  the  Americans  prefent  in 
the  city  attended  on  the  occafion.  The  ceremonial  term]* 
nated  by  an  analogous  difcourfe,  delivered  by  Mr.  Bourn^t 
conful  general  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the 
following  terms  :— 

Citizens  of  the  American  nation  prefent,  it  is  with 
emotions  of  the  mod  lively  fcnfibilityj  that  I  have  been 
witnefsto  the  diOinguifhed  marks  of  homage  that  this  ref- 
peclable  fociety  l>ave  paid  the  great,  the  illuftrloas 
JVashixcTon,  the  model  of  putriotifm,  the  father  of  hia 
country,  and  the  ornament  of  his  age.  If  America 
alone  can  boafl  of  having  given  birth  to  him,  other  na- 
tions are  jealous  of  the  glory  of  rendering  to  him  the 
'culpgium  due  to  his  genius  and  tulcnts,  and  to  mingle 
their "r^^ rets  with  thofe  of  a  grateful  people,  wlo  fo 
affliding  lament  his  death.     Such  teHiiiioaials  of  regret 
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fpcak    the    unfcig-n^d    langnnge    of  the    beart-^thc  true 
eloquence  oT  the  foul. 

Such  Is  tlie  noble  triumph  of  virtue,  and  the  fvveet 
re^v '.r  1  of  a  life  devoted  to  tlie  happiri'ti's  of  mvnk'ind— 
Sncli  is  the  eif' ^  of  th't  moral  electricity  tliHt  It  ani- 
mat;^3  every  liberal  and  enlijj,htened  mind,  and  eives  ne\r 
force  to  the  bonds  of  fociil  order,  uniting,  by  a  prir.ci- 
pie  of  fratern-d  fymp.ithy,  nations,  that  nccans  would  in 
vain  divide  This  folemn  and  au  ,uft  CcTeinony  recalls  to 
rnind  a  f-ri  3  of  evi'nti  tir.'.t  wiH  be  dear  to  t'.e  citizens 
of  t  le  United  StU.^s — th:;y  will  fee  in  it,  a  new  and  in- 
tere fling  token  of  friend diip  on  the  part  of  the  Batavian 
nation,  wh  ch  can  nrver  be  effaced  as  long  as  the  name 
of  TVASHiNGtON  ii. all  be  remembered  in  America,  and 
the  eclat  of  i/is  character  admired  in  the  world— ♦And 
wlien  the  we<^ping  cynrus  that  over-lliades  his  ventrable 
manes  Oiall  be  rerlu^ed  to  dud,  ?nd  when  not  a  fmgle 
veftige  (hall  rem  lin  of  the  proud  marble  that  now  orna- 
ments his  tomb,  he  will  Hill  live  in  the  affeclions  of  a  ge- 
nerous and  gratei'ul  people,  and  his  memory  will  be  che- 
rifhed  by  every  friend  to  freedom  and  virtue. 

Penetrated  by  your  attentions  on  the  occafion, 
as  memoruble  in  the  annuls  of  hiftory,  as  afHiding  to 
ihumanity,  I  offer  you,  in  the  name  of  my  fcliow-cltizens, 
the  tribute  of  our  gr-iteful  acknowledgment,  rmd  moft  ar- 
dent wlfhes  for  your  happinefs^ — iMay  the  termination  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  fo  fertile  in  important  events,  at 
on<:e  give  peace  to  Europe,  clofe  the  wounds  of  a  long 
and  deftruvtive  v/ar,  and  again  open  to   the  Batavian  na» 
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lion  thofe  fruitful  fource?  of  commerce  ar.d  general  prof- 
perity,  which  in  the  hands  of  an  intelligent,  induftriows 
and  moral  peoph,  exct^e  1    all  calculation." 


E  U  L  O  G  I  U  M 

Delivered  before  the  American  Officers  ar.d  sailors 
hi  the  port  of  London^  on  the  charaHer  and  vinues  of 
our   deceased  Washin^'Ton. 

T"       - 

X  HE  officers  and  fjiilors  of  the  Aroeiican  fljip« 
in  the  port  of  London,  yeflcrday  paid  a  juft  refpecfi  to  the 
memory  of  their  deceafed  friend  General  WASHisGfQU^ 
by  attending  at  St.  John's  Church,  Wapping-,  in  naval 
mourning.  We  dare  not  record  his  death  without  at-, 
tempting  to  pronounce  his  panegyric.  This  mournful 
ofHce  is  both  our  duty  and  our  inclination  ;  but  we  con- 
fefs,  that  we  feel  our  powers  opprefled  into  fluggiftin^rs 
by  the  fenfe  of  i  s  difficulty.  To  build  up  goodly  phrafcs 
into,rhetorical  periods,  and  attich  to  the  n.imeof  V/ash- 
JNGfON  all  fplendid  generalities  of  praife,  were  indeed 
-an  eafy  tafk.  But  fucli  vague  declamation,  at  all  times 
an  unworthy  oil. ring  to  the  memory  of  the  departed,  is 
peculiarly  unappropriate  to  the  fobcr  and  definite  great- 
eefs  of  his  charadier.  Tranquil  and  firm  he  moved  witk 
one  pace  in  one  path,  and  neither  vaulted  or  tottered. — 
He  pofl'-fled    from  his   earliefi    y?a".;  that    prophftic  cou- 
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fcioiifnefs  of  lus    future  bfilng,  which    both    iruikcs    r.nd 
marks  the   few  great    men  of  the   v/orkl,  who   combine  a 
deep  Tcnfc  of  internal    power,    with  Imaginations  capable 
of  bodying  forth  lofty    undertakings.      His  feelings,  con- 
flitutionally  profound  and  vehement,  (and    whith,  if  un- 
counteracltd    by  the  majefiy  of  his    views,    would  have 
been  wild  and  ferocious)  gave  him  a   perpetual    energy  ; 
while    thenecedlty   of  counteraiSlIng  and    curbing    thefc 
feelings  gradually  difciplined  his  foul  to  that  aufierc  f.  If- 
cotTimand,  which  informed  and  moulded  ths    whoh-   man," 
his  acllons,    his   countenanc:?,  his    every    geflure.      Thus, 
fympathizing    inv;?,rdly  with   man,  as  an  ideai,  not    with 
men  as  companions,  he    perfeded  in   himfelf  that  charac- 
ter, which  all  are  compelled  to  feel,  though  few  are  capa- 
ble of  analyfing,  the    chara(fl:er  of  a   commanding  genius. 
His  fuccelles,  therefore,  great  in  them^felves,  and  fublime 
in  the  effects    which   followed    them,  were    ftill   grjater^ 
ftill   more  fabiime,  from    the  means  by  which    they  were 
attained.      It  may  be  afHrmed,  with  truth,  that  if  fortune 
and  felicity  of  accHent  were  to  refumc  from  his  fuccefiea 
all  which    they   had  contributed,  more    vfould    remain  to 
him  th'in  perhaps  to  any  man  equally  celebrated;    his  fue- 
cefles  were  but  the  outward    and  vifible   language  of -that 
v.'liicb  had  pre-exifted  in  his  m.ind.      But  this  character  and 
thefs    praifes    others    have  approached  or  attained,   who, 
great    in  the  detail  of  their    condud  for    the    purpofes  of 
perfonrd  am';ition,   had   fjbiued  ani   fettered  iheir  feeble 
paffions,  only   to    become  more  entirely    the    fldves   of  a 
darkci'  and  more  pernicious  influence.     In    JVa suing -Ton 
this  principle  and  habit  of  ft  If-fubjugatioiP  never  dcgene- 
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ratsa  into   a   mere    iiiftrument ;  it    poirjficd  itfelf    of  his 
whole    nature;    he    riptned    his    intellsclual    into    moral 
greatnefs,  intenfely  energetic    yet  pcrfeveringly  innoceut 
his  hope,  the;    happinefs   of  mankind  ;    and   God,  and    his 
own  confcicnce,  his  end  I     Hence    among    a  people  emi- 
nently qn^erulous  and  already  in}pregnated  with  the  germs 
ct  dlfcordant    parties,   he    direfled    the   executive  power 
firmly  and    unoftentaticufiy.      He    had  no  vain   conceit  of 
being  himfeif  all ;  and  did  thofe  things  only  which  he  only 
could  do. 

AxD  finally  he  retired,  his  country  halfreludant 
yet  proud  in  the  teflimony  which  her  confiitution  and  liber- 
ty received  from  his  retirement.  He  becam.e  entirely 
the  hufbind  and  the  maft^r  of  his  family  :  and  the  line* 
which  Santeul  corapofed  for  the  ftatue  of  the  great  Conde 
in  the  gardens  of  Ghantiily  were  yet  more  applicable  to 
the  father  and  hero  ot   the  American  Republic. 

Quem  modo  palleban  fugitives  flu'flibus  smnes 
Terrbilem  bello,  nunc  do£ia  per  otia  princeps 
Pacis  amans,  leatos  dat  in  hoHes  ludere  fontes. 

IVashjngi'on  thought,  felt,  and  ac^ed  in  and  for 
his  age  and  country  ;  the  fame  temperance  prefided  over 
his  o"^:nions  as  his  actions.  He  fvmoathifed  with  the 
moral  and  religious  feelings  of  the  great  mafs  of  his 
fcllow-citizens,  and  was  that  firicerely,  which  others 
aflliming  politicslly,  have  betrayed  hypocrify,  when  they 
meant  to  have  exhibited  condefcending  greatnefs.  He 
*2Aither  rufhed  before    his  age   and  countn,',  nor  yet  at- 
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tempted  to  uadcr-aa  hlmfelf  j  his  aflions,  from    the  lead 
to  the    grcatcll,  he    inl^Vired    with    one    high  and  fdcred 
chann,  by  being  always   in    carneft  !     Pollerity  will   ad- 
iiulge   to  him   the    title  of  Great,  with    more    found  ?.nd 
heart-felt  fuffrage,  becaufe  he  appeared  no  greater. 


T/if  follcwiHg    elegantly    4rawn    ckaraShr,  of    General 
WASHJNcroy,  'iv as  published  in  I,ondon,  Jan,  24,  1800. 


i 


T 


HE  melancholy  account  of  the  death  of 
General  V/jshing^gn,  was  brought  by  a  vellel  from 
Baltimore,  which  has  arrived  off  Dover. 

General  JVashincTon,  was,  we  believe,   in  his  68th 
year.     The    height    of    his    perfon  was    about  five   feet 
eleven  ;  his    cheft    full  ;    and   his    limbs,  though   rather 
flender,    well  fliaped  and  mufcalar.      His  head  was   fmall, 
in  which  refpea  he  refembled  the  make  of  a   great  num-  | 
ber  of  his  countrymen.     His   eyes  were    of  a   light  grey  ^ 
color  ;  and,  in  proportion  to  the  length   cf  his  face,  his   . 
nofe  was  long.     Mr.  Stewart,  the  eminent  portrait  pain- 
ter, ufed    to  fay,  the/e  were  features  in  his   face   totally  ^ 
different  from  what  he  had  evor  obferved   in  that   of  any  ' 
other  human  being  ,  the  fockets  of  the  eyes,  for  inftance, 
were  larger  than    what  he    ever    met   with    before,     and 
the    upper     part     of     his     nofe     broader.-— AH     his 
features,  he  obferved,  were    indicative    ot    the    ftrongeO: 
paffions;  yet,    like    Socrates,    his  judgment    and   greatj 
feJf.  command   have  always  made  him  appear  a   man  n£  a 
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different  caU  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  He  always  fpokc 
■\vith  great  diffidence,  and  fometimes  hefitated  for  a  word  ; 
but  it  was  always  to  find  one  particularly  well  adapted 
to  his  meaning.  His  language  was  manly  and  expreilive. 
At  levee,  his  difcourfe  v*'ith  Grangers  turned  principally 
upon  the  fubject  of  America  ;  and  if  they  had  been 
through  any  remarkable  places,  his  converfation  was  free 
and  particularly  intereiling,  for  he  was  intimately  ac» 
quainted  with  every  part  of  the  country.  He  was  much, 
more  open  and  free  in  his  behaviour  at  levee  than  in  pri- 
vate, and  in  the  company  of  ladies  fllll  more  fo  than 
when  folely  with  men. 

Fzwperfons  ever  found  themfelves  for  the  firft  time 
in  the  prefence  of  general  V/^'ashiscton^  without  being 
impreiled  with  a  certain  degree  of  veneration  and  awe  ; 
nor  did  thofe  emotions  fab  fide  on  a  clofer  acquaintance  ; 
on  the  contrary,  his  perfon  and  deportment  were  fuch 
as  rather  tended  to  augment  them.  The  hard  fervice  he 
had  feen,  the  imoortant  and  laborious  offices  he  had  filled, 
gave  a  kind  of  auflerity  to  his  countenance,  and  a  referve 
to  his  manners  :  yet  he  was  the  kindeft  huiband,  the 
moft  humane  mafter,  the  fleadieft  friend. 

The  whole  range  of  hiftory  dees  not  prefent  to  our 
view  a  chara<rter  upon  which  we  can  dwell  with  fuch  en- 
tire and  immixed  admiration.  The  long  life  of  General 
Washiscion  is  not  flained  by  a  fingle  blot.  He  was 
indeed  a  man  of  fuch  rare  endowments,  and  fuch  fortu- 
nate  temperament,  that  every  a(5tion   he  performed  wa» 
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equally  exempted  from  the  charge  of  vice  or  we;iknefs.— 
\\  hatcver  he  Aiid  or  did,  or  wrote,  was  flaniped  with  a 
flriking-  and  peculiar  propriety.  His  qualities  were  fo 
liappily  blended,  and  fo  nicely  harmonifed,  that  the  re- 
fult  was  a  great  and  perfefl  whole.  The  powers  of  hii 
niiud,  and  the  dlipcifitions,  of  his  heart,  were  admira- 
bly fuited  to  each  other.  It  was  the  union  of  the  moft 
confummate  prudence  with  the  mofl  perfedl  moderation. 
His  viev>'S,  though  large  and  liberal,  were  never  extra- 
vagant :  his  virtues,  though  comprehenfive  and  benefi- 
cent, were  difcriminating,  judicious  and  pradlical. 

Yet  his  charafler,  though  regular  and  uniform^ 
poflelTed  none  of  the  littlenefs  which  may  fometimes  be- 
long to  thefe  defcriptions  of  men.  It  formed  a  majeftic 
pile,  the  effect  of  which  was  not  impaired,  but  improved 
by  order  and  fymmetry:  There  was  nothing  in  it  to 
dazzle  by  wlldnefs,  and  furprife  by  eccentricity.  It  was 
of  a  higher  fpecies  of  moral  beauty.  It  contained  every 
thing  great  and  elevated,  but  it  had  no  falfe  and  tinfel 
ornament.  It  was  not  che  m.odel  cried  by  the  fafhion 
and  circumftance  :  its  excellence  was  adapted  to  the 
true  and  juft  moral  tafte,  incapable  of  charge  from  the 
varying  accidents  of  manners,  of  opinions  and  times.— 
General  WASHlNcroN  is  not  the  idol  of  a  day,  but  the 
hero  of  ages  ! 

Placed  in  circumftances  of  the  moft  trying  difficul- 

y  at  the   commencement    of   the  American    contefl:,  he 

accepted  that  fituation  which' was   pre-eminent  in  danger 

•ind  refponfibility.     His  perfeverance  overcame  every  ob- 
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(lacle  ;  his  moderation  conciliated  every  oppofition  ;  his 
genius  fupplied  every  rcfource  ;  his  enlarged  view  couli 
plan,  revife,  and  improve  every  branch  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary operation.  He  had  the  fuperior  courage  which  can 
act  or  forbear  to  c.£t,  as  true  policy  dictates,  carelefs  of 
the  reproaches  of  ignorance  either  in  power  or  ont  of 
power.  He  knew  liow  to  conquer  by  v/aiting,  in  fpite 
of  obloquy,  for  the  moment  of  vidory  ;  and  he  merited 
true  praife  by  defpifing  undeferved  cenfure.  In  the  mofl 
arduous  moments  of  the  conteft,  his  prudent  firmnefs 
proved  the  falvation  of  the  caufe  wliich  he  fupported. 

His  condudl  was,  on  all  occafions,  guided  by  the 
looft  pure  d'ifintereftednefs,  Fcr  fuperior  to  low  and 
groveliHg  motives,  he  feemed  even  to  be  uninfluenced  by 
that  ambition,  which  has  juftly  been  called  the  inOanfl 
of  great  fouls.  He  a  (fled  ever  as  if  his  countr^^'s  welfare, 
and  that  alone,  was  the  moving  fpring.  His  excellent 
mind  needed  not  even  the  ftimulus  of  ambition,  or  the 
profpecl  of  fam.e.  Glory  was  but  a  fecondary  confidera- 
tion.  He  'performed  great  adions,  he  perfevered  in  a 
courfe  of  laborious  utility,  with  *an  equanimity  tha£ 
neither  fought  diftin-aion,  nor  was  flattered  by  it.  His 
reward  was  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  retAitade, 
and  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  patriotic  elTorts, 

As  his  elevation  to  the  chief  power  was  the  unbialF- 
ed  choice  of  his  countrymen,  his  exercife  of  ic  w.ii 
agreeable  to  the  purity  of  its  origin.  As  he  had  neither 
folicitcd  nor  ufurped  dominion,  he  had  neither  to  con- 
tend with  the  oppofition    of  jrivals,  nor  the    rev^M^iv.    of 
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«nemies.  As  his  authority  was  undifputed,  fo  it  requir- 
ed no  jealous  precautions,  no  rigorous  feverity.  His 
government  was  mild  and  gentle  ;  it  was  beneficent  and 
liberal  ;  it  was  wife  and  juft.  His  prudent  adminif>ra. 
tion  confolidated  and  enlarged  the  dominion  of  an  infant 
republic.  In  voluntarily  refigning  the  magillracy  which 
he  had  filled  with  fuch  diflinguidied  honor,  he  enjoyed 
the  unequalled  fatisfa(ftion  of  leaving  to  the  Aate  he 
had  contributed  to  ellablifh,  the  fruits  of  his  wifdom 
and  the  example  of  his  virtues. 

It  is  fome  confolation,  amidft  the  violence  of  am- 
bition and  the  criminal  thirfl  of  power,  of  which  fa 
many  inflances  occur  around  us,  to  find  a  character  whom 
it  is  honorable  to  admire,  and  virtuous  to  imitate.  A 
Conqueror,  for  the  freedom  of  his  country  I  A  legifla- 
tor  for  its  fecurity  l"  A  magiftrate,  for  its  happinefs  ! 
His  glories  were  never  fullied  by  thofe  excefies  into 
which  the  higheft  qualities  are  apt  to  degenerate.  With 
the  greateft  virtues  he  was  exempt  from  the  correfpond- 
ing  vices.  He  v/as  a  man  in  whom  the  elements  were 
fo  mixed  that  *'  Nature  might  have  flood *up  to  all  the 
world"  and  owned  him  as  her  v/ork.  His  fame,  bound- 
ed by  no  country,  will  be  confined  to  no  age.  The  cha- 
racter of  General  JVashingt'of,  which  his  cotemporaries 
regret  and  admire,  will  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  j  and 
tiie  memory  of  his  virtues,  while  patriotifm  and  virtue 
are  held  facred  among  men,  will  remain  undiminifhed. 
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7^0    r.'iE  j^iMiMORr  OF  General   George   JVASHraoroyj 

AMONG    OUR     CITIZENS    ABROAD* 


o 


N  the  14th  of  January  the  mtelllgcnce  ref- 
lecting the  death  of  general  Washington  reached  the 
Havanna.  The  grief  occafioned  thereby  was  mofl 
flrongly  evinced.  Mr.  Morton,  our  conful  at  that  city, 
immediately  iflued  an  addrefs  to  the  Americans  ;  fiig- 
gefling  the  public  evidences  to  be  given  of  their  forrovA 
on  the  mournful  occafion.  The  numesous  vellels  in  the 
harbor  (about  one  hundred  fail)  were  direded  to  fufpend 
their  flags  half-maft:  high  for  three  fucceflive  days  ;  and 
the  citizens  to  %7ear  crape  on  their  left  arms,  both  things 
"which  were  inftantly  and  univerfally  complied  with. 

The  United  States  Hoop  of  .war  Norfolk,  captain 
Bainbridge,  then  in  harbor,  the  private  armed  Ihips, 
Superior,  captain  Cunningham,  Good  Friends,  captain 
Earl,  brig  Liberty,  captain  Henderfon,  with  feveral 
ethers  difcharged  minute  guns  throughout  the  day. 

The  conful  alfo  communicated  the  intelligence  by 
letter  to  the  SpaniOi  governor  (the  martpis  de  Somer- 
Tellos)  who  returned  <i  polite  and  condoling  anfwer,  de- 
claring the  fvmpathetic  interefl  he  took  therein,  with 
every  admirer  of  thofe  *'  exalted  virtues  and  patriotifm" 

V    3 
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of  which    the  world    was   bereaved    in   th-!    IoHj    of  our 
Uluflrioijs  citizen. 


FoRt-REPUBLiCANy  January   Stb,    1800. 

To  the  commanders  of  the  American  'uessels  in  this  port. 

Having  a  confirmation  of  the  melancholy  news 
of  the  death  of  General  George  WAsniNcroN,  you 
are  hereby  defired  as  a  teftimony  of  refpedt  to  his  me- 
mory, and  an  evidence  of  the  deep  regret  we  all  as  Ame- 
rican citizens  muft  feel  at  the  lofs  of  fo  great  and  good 
a  man,  to  hoift  your  flags  half  malt  for  three  days  fuc- 
ceflively.  It  is  alfo  requefted  that  thofe  veflels  that  are 
armed  will  commence  after  tvirelve  o'clock,  difcharging 
minute  guns  in  rotation — Setting  afide  for  a  moment  how 
peculiarly  endeared  his  charadler  is  to  every  American, 
and  the  eflimation  it  is  held  in  by  all  the  world,  his  being 
commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
demands  this  attention  being  paid  to  his  memory.  All 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  that  are  now  here  will 
wear  black  crape  on  their  left  arm   for  three   days. 

ROBERT  RITCHIE.- 

« 

This  recommendation  as  foon  as  Iflued  was  prompt- 
ly executed  ;  upon  a  given  fignal  all  the  A^merlcan  vef- 
fels  in  the  harbor  difplayed  their  flags  half  mart  ;  and 
at  12  o'clock,  the  fnow  Charlotte  of  Baltimore,  captain 
Moaffet  commenced  difcharging  minute  guns,  proclaim- 
ing  afar  the    melancholy   tidings.     This  vefTel  was   foI» 
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lowed  by  the  fchooner  Adventure,  captain  Dcrercaux, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  feveral  others  ;  all  the^  Americaiv 
citizens  appeared  vfith  crape  on  their  arms  and  every 
tcfdinonv;  of  regret  was  exhibited  at  the  lofs  of  Uic  bt- 
ioved  and  illuftrious  JVASHiaGTos, 


St.  J  a  CO  DE  Cuba  Janizary  22,   1800. 

On  the  J  5th  we  received  at  this  city  the  awfu!  and 
diilrefling  account,  of  the  death  of  that  friend  of  man- 
kind—the great — the  good — George  JVashingt'os.'^ 
The  Americans  In  port  wear  crape  for  13  days,  during 
which  time  the  American  flag  is  raifed  half  mad.  On 
the  fird  day  of  mourning,  two  American  veflels  in  port, 
fired  in  the  morning,  at  noon  and  in  the  evening  13 
minute  guns.  Many  refpedlable  flrangers  here,  requeu- 
ed permiflion  and  join  us  in  the  folemn  tribute  of  ref- 
pedl— Reflexions  the  moft  ferious,  feem  to  have  taken 
poGefllon  of  every  countenance — In  a  gloomy  filence, 
each  inhabitant  appeared  enveloped — In  a  fearful  gloom 
the  whole  city  feem  to  fet,  infhrouded. 

JOSIAH  BLAKELEY. 
Consui  of  the  United  States, 
B*  Lincoln^  Esq, 
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Mr,  FOX'S  EULOGY^ 


i 


LiRIlNG  the  Revolutionary  War,  it  may  eafi- 
ly  be  imagined,  that  to  applaud  General  Washingi-oj^^ 
or  3ny  of  his  compatriots,  was  not  permitted  m  the  Bri» 
tidi dominions— After  the  peace  of  1783,  his  condud  re- 
ceived the  open  and  almofl  unanimous  approbation  of  all 
parties  and  dalles  of  men— but,  in  17  89,  Avhen  the 
French  Revolution  commenced,  the  Englin'i  Rulers  again 
difcouraged  all  opinions  favorable  to  Liberty,  particular 
ly  thole  refpeaing  America^  which  they  confidered  as 
the  parent,  or  fource,  of  thofc  political  tenets  which  have 

llnce  become  fo    hateful    to   the  Monarchs    of  Europe 

and,  when  the  French  nation  chofe  anotlier  form,  of  go- 
veimment,  every  psffon  approving  of  Repablicanifiii,  or 
its  principles,  was  deemed  guilty  of  treafon,  andpuniilied 
cither  with  i-nprifonment  or  banillnnenS:.  It  was  then 
that  Mr.  Fox,  with  that  open,  undifguiled  candor, 
which  charaderifes  all  I  is  opinions  and  adions,  had  the 
courage  to  avow  his  fentiTients  being  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  French  Revolution,  and,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, in  the  year  1794,  to  pronounce  the  following,  ele- 
gant eulogium  on  tlie    Americmi  Patriot  : 
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— "  Illustrious  Man  1 — ierlvlnj  honor  Icfs 

from  the  fplendor  of  his  fituation,  than  from  the  dignity 
of  his  mind,  before  wiiom  all  borrowed  Greatnefs  finks 
into  infignificance  1 — I  cannot,  indeed,  help  admiring 
the  wifdom  and  the  fortune  of  this  Great  Man — Not  by 
the  exprefiion  Fortune,  I  mean  to  derogate  fro;n  his 
merit;  but  notwithflanding  his  extraordinary  talents  and 
exalted  integrity,  it  murt  be  confidered  as  fingularly  for- 
tunate, that  he  fliould  have  experienced  a  lot  which  fo 
feldom  falls  to  the  portion  of  humanity,  and  have  paflei, 
through  fuch  a  variety  of  fcenes  without  (lain  and  with- 
out reproach  ! — It  muft  indeed  create  allonilliment,  that, 
placed  in  circumfiances  fo  critical,  and  filling,  for  a  feries 
of  time,  a  ftation  fo  confpicuous,  his  charasfler  (hould 
never  once  have  been  called  in  quellion— that  he  (hould 
in  no  one  inflance  have  been  accufed  cither  of  pee  villi 
infolence,  or  of  mean  fubmifidon,  in  his  tranfactions  with 
foreign  Nations — It  has  been  referved  for  Him  to  run 
the  race  of  glory,  without  experiencing  the  fmallefl  in- 
terruption to  the  brilliancy  of  his  career  1-— The  brcith 
of  Genfure  has  not  dared  to  impeach  the  purity  of  his 
conduvSl,  nor  the  eye  of  Envy  to  raife  its  malignant 
glance  to  the  elevation  of  his  virtue — Such  ha^  been  the 
tranfcendant  merit  and  the  unparalleled  fate  of  this  illuf- 
trious  Man  I" — 


A  clailical  writer,  in  a  late  paper,  fpeaking  of 
general  IVASHiycroN,  fays,  he  united  in  his  character, 
*'  the    intrepidity    or   Ariftidcs,  the   patriotiim    of  Cato, 
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the  military  pendcHce  of  Ccfur,  and  the  humanity  of 
Scipio.  He  was  to  the  American  "Republic  wjiat  The- 
miftocks  and  Solon  were  to  the  Grecian  States  j  what 
Numa  and  Camillus  were  to  the  Roman  Commonwealth." 


Tihc  folloivlng    beautiful  Pcem    nvas    ivritten    by  Doiior 
Aiken f  an  Englijhman^    j-efiding   in  England — to  celc' 
brate  the  virtues  of    the  Republican  Sage  and  Hero  of 
America, 

To  HIS  Excellency  GEORGE    WASHINGTON', 
Prefident  of  the  United  States    of  America^ 

POINT  of  that  Pyramid,   whofe  folid  bafe 
ReHs  firmly  founded  on  a  Nation's  truft, 
Which,  v/hile  the  gorgeous   palace  fmks  in  duft, 

Shall  ftand  fublime,  and  fill  its  ample  fpace  : 

Elected  Chief  of  Freemen  1 — Greater  far 

Than  kings,  whofe  glittering  parts  are  lix'd  by  birth.  ; 
Nam'd  by  thy  Country's  voice  for  long- try 'd  worth, 

Ker  crown  in  peace,  as  once  her  fnield  in  war  1 

Deign,  Washingt'on^  to  hear  a  British  lyre, 
That  ardent  greets  thee  with  applaufive  lays, 
"Anc^.;|^;the  Patriot  Hero  homage  pays. 
O,  vf^ild'fhe  Mufe  immortal   drains  infpire, 

Thaei&nk  bevond  all  Greek  and  Roman  fame, 

''"'Sill   -         ■" 

Mi^^^ioar  to  times  unborn,  thy  purer,  nobleriName  ! 


0^    WxiSHIIiGTOK,  233 

At  at  entertainment  given  at  Amfterdam  a  uw 
years  fince,  the  portrait  of  oui:  beloved  WashisgTqs 
was  exhibited  as  the  chief  decoration  af  the  room.— 
When  his  health    was    drank,   a    Batavian    rifing    up,  in 

ft 

his  native  language  made  the  following  apolh'ophe  ;  which 
an  American  gentleman  prefcjnt,  requeued  might  be 
tranflated — That  gentleman  has  handed  us  a  copy,  which 
we  here  prefent.— ''  See  here  a  true  likenefs  of  a  great 
and  gallant  Hero  :  Approach  with  due  refpecl,  oh  !— 
Human  friend,  and  read  in  this  republican,  a  Cato  in 
council  ;  a  Gaefar  in  tlie  field  ;  a  fecond  Solon,  in  his 
country's  caufe  ;  a  Hercules  in  the  political  tempeft  ;  a 
compliant  Farmer,  when  olive  branches  blolFom  ;  the 
fcourge  and  admiration  of  proud  Albion— A  hero  who 
fought  tremendous;  but  who  knew  by  his  care,  to  pre- 
vent the  fpilling  of  human  blood — Columbia's  bulwark} 
an  unclouded  Sun  :  a  Mars,  who  by  his  knowledge  and 
courage,  liberated  a  fourth  part  of  the  globe— the  bed 
friend  to  Virtue,  the  Great  fVjSHiNGToN  ! 


f  The  following  from  the  pen  of  the  •*  LAr  Preacher^* 
is  couched  in  vjords  so  energetic  and  expressive,  that 
among  the  different  tributes  paid  to  the  memory  of 
WASHiNGroNy    this    deserves  particular  not  ice*  J 

*'  It  is    an  occurrence    not  lefi^interefting  than  ex- 
traordinary, that  the    departure    of  a    fingle  man  Ihould 
Cf  mmand    the  unaffeaed    and    indifcriminate  lamentation 
<     five  millions  of   people.     It   is   an   event  the    liJ^e  of 
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which  the  world  has  never  witnefled  ;  that  the  death  of 
an  individual  Qiould  fo  touch  an  whole  nation,  that 
*'  the  joy  of  the  heart  (liould  ccafe,  and  the  dance  be 
turned  into  mourning." 

"  The  mighty  monarch,  whofe  throne  is  furround* 
cd  by  armies  numerous  as  the  locuds  of  fummer,  and 
refirtlefs  as  the  blalls  of  peRilence,  goes  down  to  the 
tomb  amid  the  execrations  of  opprellcd  fubjetfts  ;  or  fleeps 
in  the  grave,  as  unheeded,  as  when  flumbering  on  his 
bed  of  down.  The  prince,  whofe  beneficence  has  whi- 
tened the  plains  of  his  country  "  walks  the  way  of  na- 
ture,'' and  his  fubjects  "  mourn  in  black,"  but  *'  not 
in  blood,''  becaufe  they  fear  "  an  Amurah  fucceeds."— 
The  pomp  and  power  of  royalty  may  caufe  *'  monuments 
to  go  about  the  ftreets,"  and  forrow  may  fo  '*  royally 
appear,"  that  thoufands  will  "  put  the  fafliion  on/'  and 
yet  none  wear  it  in  the  heart." 


Most  eminently,  hath  the  "  crown  fallen  from 
our  head."  Moft  emphatically,  are  "  the  tents  of  Cuf- 
han  in  afflidlion."— '*  The  father  to  his  children  will 
make  known"  the  mournful  flory.  The  veteran,  who 
fought  by  his  fide  "  in  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day'' 
of  our  deliverance  will  know,  that  "  for  this  the  heart 
is  faint,"  that  «'  for  thefe  things  the  eyes  are  dim.''  The 
extenfive  nation  which  has  received  .liberty  from  the 
valor,  and  happinefs  from  the  counfel,  of  him  who  haS' 
fallen,  will  feel  that  this  is  "  the  rod  of  anger  and  thoj 
ftaff  of  indignation." 
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<'  His  deeds  exceed  all  ipeech."  Hli  fame  i« 
"  written  with  a  pen  of  iron,  with  the  point  of  a  dia- 
mond.'* His  counfel  is  '*  graven  on  the  tabic  .;  jur 
hearts."  His  deeds,  his  fame  and  his  counfel,  will  en- 
dure till  't  the  great  globe  itfelf;  yea,  all  which  it  iii- 
herit,  fliall  dllfolve." 


FoRYRAIf    OF   GeSEHAL    WASHISCTOlf, 
BY    MARQ^UIS    ChASTELLEUX, 

THE  marquis  having  arrived  at  General  Washivg- 
roN's  head  quarters,  was  introduced  to  the  American 
Cincinnatus,  of  whom  he  fpeaks  in  the  following  elegant 
and  animated  language  : 

Hkre  would  be  the  proper  place  to  give 

the  portrait  of  General  Washington  ;  but  what  can  my 
teftimony  add  to  the  idea  already  formed  of  him  ?  The 
continent  of  North-America,  from  Bofion  to  Charlefton, 
is  a  great  volume,  every  page  of  which  prefents  his  cu- 
logium.  I  know,  that  having  hid  the  opportunity  of  a 
Hear  infpection*  and  of  clofcly  obferving  him,  fome  more 
particular  details  may  be  expeded  from  me  ;  but  the 
ftrongefl  charadterillic  of  this  refpeclable  man,  is  tlic 
perfect  union  which  reigns  betv/een  the  phyfical  and  mo- 
ral qualities  which  compofe  the  individual  :  one  alone 
will  enable  you  to  judge  of  all  the  reft.  If  you  are  pre- 
fented  with  medala  of  (^acfar,  or  Trajan,  or  Alexander, 
on  examining    their  features,  you   will  ftill  be  led  to  afk 
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■what  v--fts  tl  elr  Hatiirc,  and  tlic  torm  of  their  peiTon?  : 
but  if  you  difcover,  in  a  heap  of  ruins,  the  head  or  the 
Jimb  of  an  antique  Apollo,  be  not  curious  about  the 
other  p^vts,  but  reft  afTured  that  they  all  were  comfornrd- 
blc  to  thofe  of  a  God. 

Let  not  tliis  comparifon  be  attributed  to  en- 
thufiafm  1  It  is  not  my  intention  to  exaggerate  ;  I  wifl) 
only  to  exprefs  the  impreiTion  General  V/ashingTon  has 
left  on  my  mind— the  idea  of  a  perfecl  whole,  which  can- 
not be  the  product  of  enthuliafm,  which  rather  would 
rejetJ^l  it,  fince  the  effect  of  proportion  is  to  diminilh  the 
idea  of  greatnefs.  , 

Brave  without  temerity—laborious  without  ambi- 
tion— generous  without  prodigality— noble  without  pride 
—virtuous  without  feverity — he  feems  always  to  have 
confined  himfelf  within  thofe  limits,  where  the  virtues, 
by  clothirg  thcmfelves  in  more  lively^  but  more  change- 
able and  doubtful  colors,  may  be  uiiftaken  for  faults.— 
This  is  the  feventh  year  that  he  has  commanded  the  army, 
and  tliat  he  has  obeyed  the  congrefs.  More  need  not  be 
faid,  efpecially  in  America,  where  they  know  how  to  ap- 
preciate all  the  merit  contained  in  this  fimple  aft.  Let  it 
be  repeated  tha-t  Conde  was  intrepid,  Turenne  prudent, 
Eugene  adroit,  and  Catinet  difinterefled.  It  is  not  thus 
that  JVASHJifCtoN  will  be  charaderifed.  It  will  be  faid 
«f  him,  at  the  end  of  a  long  civil  war,  he  had  nothing 
Vith  which  he  could  reproach  himfelf.  If  any,  thing  can 
fee  more  marvellous  than  fuch  a  charader,  it  is  the  una- 
i^imity   of  the  public   fufFrages  in  his    favawr.     Soldier, 
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jiiagiflrate,  peopk,  all  love  and  admire  him  ;  all  fpenk  of 
Iiim  In  terms  of  tendernefs  and  veneration.  Does  there 
then  exill  a  virtue  capable  of  retraining  the  injudice  of 
mankind  ;  or,  are  glory  and  happinefs  too  recently  elb« 
blifhed  in  America,  for  envy  to  have  deigntd  to  pafs 
the  Teas  ? 

In  fpeakirig  of  this  perfed  whole,  of  which  General 
Washjngt'on  furninies  the  idea,  I  have  not  excluded 
exterior  form»  His  (lature  is  noble  and  Ipfty  ;  he  is  well 
Inade  and  exa<f\ly  proportioned  j  his  phyfiognomy  mild 
and  agreeable,  but  fuch  as  renders  it  impofTible  to  fpeak 
particularly  of  any  of  his  features,  fo  that  in  quitting 
hira,  you  have  only  the  recollection  of  a  fine  face.  Ke 
has  neither  a  grave  nor  a  familiar  air  ;  his  brow  is  fome- 
times  marked  with  thought,  but  never  with  inquietude.—^ 
Infpiring  refpect,  he  infpires  confidence,  and  his  fi-nilc 
i&  always  the  fmile  of  benevolence. 


Anecdotes    of  Gei^eral    JVASfuycroN, 
jvjiirrEN  IS  17  88. 


Fi2o^/ BRISSOT'S  TRAVELS   in  NORTH 

AMERICA. 

THE  moment  I  arrived  at  Alexandria,  I  was  eager 
to  repair  to  Mount  Vernon,  a  beautiful  fr:at  of  Genera] 
VfjiSHiNGTONy  fituated  ten  miles  lower  dgwu  the  river. — 
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On  the  road  to  it  we  pafs  through  a  great  deul  of  woodj 
and  after  having  mounted  two  liills,  we  difcover  the 
houfe,  elegant,  though  fimple,  and  of  a  pleafing  afpeft. 
Before  it  is  a  neat  lawn  :  on  one  fide  tables  for  horfes  and 
cattle  :  on  the  other  a  green-houfe,  and  buildings  where 
the  negroes  work.  In  a  kind  of  yard  are  perceived 
ducks,  gecfe,  turkeys,  and  other  poultry.  The  houfc 
commands  a  view  of  the  Potowmac,  and  enjoys  a  moft 
beautiful  profpei5l.  On  the  fide  towards  that  river  it  hat; 
a  large  and  lefty  portico.  The  plan  of  the  houfe  is 
well-conceived  and  convenient.  Without,  it  i«  covered 
with  a  kind  of  varnifli,  a  cement  that  renders  it  alinon: 
impenetrable  by  the  rain.  It  was  evening  when  the  Ge- 
neral arrived,  fatigued  by  a  tour  through  a  part  of  his 
cftate,  where  he  was  tracing  out  a  road.  You  have  fre* 
cjuently  heard  him  compared  to  Gincinnatus  :  the  compa- 
rifon  is  juR.  The  celebrated  general  is  now  no  more 
than  a  good  farmer,  conflantly  em-ployed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farm,  in  improving  his  lands,  and  in  building 
barns.  He  fl.ewed  nie  one  not  yet  finiilicd.  It  is  a  vafl 
pile,  about  a  hundred  fset  long,  and  ilill  more  in  width, 
defigned  as  a  nore-houfe  for  I  is  corn,  potatoes,  turnips, 
&.C.  Around  it  are  conRrucied  (tables  for  all  his  catiie, 
his  horfes,  his  alles,  the  breed  of  which,  unknown  in 
this  country,  he  is  end-javouring  to  increufe.  The  plan 
of  the  building  is  fo  judicioudy  contrived,  that  a  man 
may  quickly  fill  the  racks  with  hay  or  potatoes  without 
the  ieafl  danger.  The  General  informed  me,  that  he  had 
built  it  after  a  plan  fent  him  by  the  celebrated  Englifli 
i»V(^andman,   Arthur   Young,  but  which  he  had  confider' 
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?.biy  improved.  This  biiildifig  is  cf  brick  made  on  the 
ipot  ;  and  everv  part  of  it,  except  the  joills  of  the  roof, 
and  the  Ihingles  that  cover  it,  which  lor  want  of  time 
he  was  forced  to  buy,  is  the  |>roduce  of  the  eftat<?.  He 
told  me,  that  it  did  not  coft  him  above  three  hundre.l 
pounds,  In  France  it  would  hive  cnit  upwards  of  80,000 
livres  (3,S33K  f^trlluG:. )  That  year  he  had  planted  feven 
hundred  bufbels  of  potatoes.  All  this  was  quite  new  to 
Virginia,  where  the ^e  are  neicher  barns  nor  provifion  for 
cattie.  "■ 

His  horfes,  his  aiTes,  his  r.uiles,  were  wandering  in 
til*  neighboring  paftures.  He  told  us,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  f^t  his  country  the  example  cf  cultivating 
artiftcial  meadows,  fo  rare  in'  it,  yet  fo  nt-cedar}",  as  in 
winter  the  cattle  are  frequently  in  want  of  fodder.  He 
had  a  noble  ftallion,  which  will  keep  up  the  breed  ofgood 
horfes  in  the  country,  and  (hewed  us  two  fine  alles  froni. 
Malta  and    Spain. 

His*  three  hundred  negroes  were  diflributed  in  log- 
houfes  Icattered  over  the  eflate,  which  in  that  part  con- 
tains upwards  of  ten  thoufand  acres. 

Colonel  Humphrys,  the  poet,  of  whom  I  have 
already  fpoken,  and  who  lives  with  him  in  the  quality 
of  his  fecretary,  aiTured  me,  that  his  pofTclfions  in  differ- 
ent  places,    confified    of  more  than    two  hundred  thcaf- 


and  acres. 
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» 

The  General  had  Invited  over  from  l^nglnnd  a  i-rood 
Englllh  farmer,  with  his  family,  and  phieed  him  at  the 
liead  of  his  Imfbandry. 

Every  thing  in  thc^  General's  houfe  is  fiinple.  His 
table  is  well  fupplied,  but  without  oftentation.  Mrs. 
Wafliington  fuperintends  every  thing,  and,  with  the 
<]ualities  of  an  excellent  farmer's  wife,  unites  that  finipk 
dignity  v/hich  ought  to  dininguifli  a  woman  whofe  huf- 
band  has  filled  the  greatcfl  Aation.  To  thefe  Jhc  adds 
alfo  tliat  fweetnefs,  and  that  attention  to  Grangers,  which 
renders  hofpitality  fo  agreeable.  The  fame  virtues  arc 
poflefled  by  her  engaging  niece,  whofe  health,  unhappily, 
appears  to  be  very  delicate. 

You  have  heard  me  blams  Mr.  Chaftelleux  for  hav- 
ing difplayed  fo  much  within  the  portrait  he  has  given  of 
the  (general.     An    artful   portrait  of    an    artlefs    man  is 
totally    out   of  the   charavSter.     The   General's    goodnefs 
beams  in  his  eyes.     They  have  no   longer  that  fire  which 
his  officers  found  in  them  when  at  the  head  of  bis  army ; 
but  they   brighten  in   converfation.     In   his  countenance 
there    are    no  Arlking    features  ;  hence  it    Is  difiiciilt    to 
catch  a  likenefs  of  him,   for  few  of  his  portraits   refemble 
him.     All    his  anfwers  difcover  good  feafs,  confummate 
prudence,  ar.d    great    diffidence   of   himfelf ;  but   at  the       I 
fame  time,  an  ur.alterxLle  firmnefs  in  the  part  he  has  once 
embraced.     His  modeOy  cannot  but  be  particularly  arto- 
niQiing   to  a   Frenchman.      He  fpeaks  of  the    American 
war,  as   if  he  had  not  been  the  conduaor  of  it  ;  and   of 
his  vi6\ories  with  ?.n    indilTerencc  mth  which   no  flra-nger 


ON      WA«;1I1NGT0N.  341 

could  mention  them.  I  never  fuw  lilm  grow  warm,  or 
depart  from  that  coolnefs  which  thurHderifes  him,  except 
wher*  talking  on  th^-  pr.fcntflate  of  America.  The  divi- 
fions  of  his  country  rend  his  foul.  He  feels  the  necellity 
of  rallying  all  the  friends  of  liberty  around  a  central 
point,  and  of  giving  energy  to  tlie  government.  Tc  ius 
country  he  is  flill  ready  to  facrifice  th  it  quiet  v/hich  con- 
ftitiites  his  happinefs,  Happinefs,  faid  he  to  me,  is  not 
in  grandeur,  is  not  in  the  bullle  of  life.  This  philofopher 
was  fo  thorouj^hlv  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this,  that 
from  the  momrnt  of  his  retreat,  he  broke  off  every  poli- 
tical connexion,  and  renounced  every  place  in  t!)e  go- 
vernment ;  yet  in  fpite  of  fuch  a  renunciatiDn,  of  fuch 
difintereflednsfs,  of  fuch  mojefly.  this  aflonifliing  man 
has  enemies  !  He  has  been  vilified  in  the  newfpapers  j 
he  has  been  accufed  of  ambition,  of  intrigue,  when  all 
his  life,  when  all  America,  c^in  Vi^ltnefs  his  dillntercfled. 
ncfs,  and  the  re^^itude  of  his  conduct  :  Virginia  is  per- 
haps the  fole  country  where  he  has  enemies  ;  for  no 
where  elfe  have  I  heard  his  name  pronounced  but  with 
refpeft,  mixed  with  aifeclion  and  gratitude.  You  would 
think  the  Amr^ricans  were  fpe<iking  of  thpeir  father.  It 
would  be  v/rong,  perhaps,  to  compare  Washington 
with  the  moft  celebrated  warriors :  but  he  is  tue  model 
of  a  republican  ;  difplaying  all  the  qualities,  all  the 
virtues  of  one* 

He  fpoke  tome  of  Mr.  La  Fayette  with  tendcrncfs. 
Heconfidered  him  as  his  fon  j  and  faw  with  joy  mixed 
with  anxiety,  the  p^rt  he  was  ubout  to  play  in  the  revolu- 


tlon  preparing  in  France.  Of  tlie  illUe  oF  tl.at  n?voIut:on 
lie  had  his  doubts  :  if  he  knew,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
ardour  of  the  French  in  riifl-iinji;  into' extremis,  he  knew 
on  t!  e  other  their  profound  idohitry  for  their  ',.nrient  go- 
vernment nnd  their  monarchy,  the  inviolability  of  which 
appeared  to  him  ridiculous:. 

After  having  fpent  about    three  dr.ys  in    the  hoiife 
of  that  celebrated    m?-n,   who    loadrd     me  witii  clvUitits 
and  gave  me  much    irionnation    refpe^iiig  botli    the  late 
war  and  the  prefent  fituation  af  the    United  States,   I  re- 
turned with  regret  to  Alexandria. 


Exiracifrom  a  periodical  publication^  entithii  ilte   '^  MiS' 
csllanist,"  written    in   Dublin,  by    W.    F,   Carey, 

ABOVE  the  cruel    views   of  a  concjueror,  who,    ac- 
tuated by  the    iud  of  fame,  fliuts   his  ears    to  the  fuppli- 
cations  of  pity,   and  hardening    his  heart  for  the  work   of 
devaftation,     wars   to  edablifh  a   fhirdng   infamy,  by   the 
deftruciion  of    his  fellow-creatures,  on  the    fmoking  ruirLs 
of  defolated  kingdoms,  the  great  Washi-xcTon  fought  to 
befriend   and  fave    mankind,  in    defence    of  whatever    is 
moft  dear  to  the    generous  bread   of  enlightened    patrio» 
tifrn.     Diftinguifhed,  in  an  eminent  de,L':ree,  for  the  great 
qualities  of  the    Macedonian  and  Swediih  heroes,  yet  un-. 
fuUitd  by  the  favage  cruelt}*and  intemperance  of  the  one, 
Of  mad    ambition  and  obftin-icy  of  the  other,  he   pofTcfTed  . 
the  rare  gift  of  uniting  all    the  fublime  talents  requifiteJn 
the  founder  of  a  mighty  empire,  with  the  poliihed  reiine^ 
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ments  of  clvUiz:?d  fociety,  and  the  foftsQ  feelings  of  hu- 
manity. A  Hranger  to  profufion,  ytt  gcrneroiis  in  every 
inilanc^  where  liberality  was  a  virtue;  during  the  late 
troubles,  his  fortune  was  employed  in  fuccouring  merit, 
rewarding  braver)'',  promoting  difcipline  in  the  foldicry, 
and  fubordination  to  the  new  ellablifhed  government,  in 
the  citizens.  At  a  time  whtn  the  Calamities  i^:cident  to 
a  ftate  of  civil  warfare  ftll  i-.cavy  on  all  ranks,  butpri!-- 
cipally  on  the  middle  clafs  of  his  countiymen,  his  bene 
ficence,  which  feemed  to  flmn  the  public  eye,  would  in 
all  probability  be  IcP.  in  oblivion,  but  for  the  voice  of 
thofe  whom  he  fre^d  from  the  accumulated  miferies  of 
famine,  fickncfs,  ?.nd  imprifonment.  Many  of  his  good 
deeds  arc  pafT^d  ovtr  by  U'^e  writers  of  his  time,  amid[i 
the  firiking  details  of  batties,  of  fieges,  and  military 
manoeuvres,  with  which  the  general  curiofity  is  often 
more  plsafed,  than  with  the  isfs  gUring  portrait  of  pri- 
vate virtue.  Born  with  abilities  to  unite  the  jarring  in- 
terefiscf  a  number  of  n«tes,  and  be  the  bader  of  a  brave 
and  injured  peo])le,  nature  lias  not  been  lefs  favorable  to 
him  in  corporal  than  in  m-'^ntal  cndowmei;ts.  His  perfon 
is  majeftic  and  firiking,  his  phyfiognomy  is  pre-poffeiring, 
and  flroncrlv  exprefTive  of  the  noble  tiualities  of  his  foul  : 
the  digntv  of  his  appearance  inlpires  an  awe,  which  keeps 
the  unacquainted  beholder  at  a  refpecl'^ul  diflanco,  until 
the  tafy  politenefs  of  his  manner,  fornJtd  to  gain  lh» 
affed^ions  without  artince,  gnd  the  modeft  franknefs  ot 
his  convL-rfation,  fraught  w'th  judicious  reflexions,  foun- 
<Ied  on  a  thorough  knowledLC  of  human  nature,  infcn- 
f]blv   banifh    the    coldnefs    of  relerve,    and    iiulucc     the 
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plillofopher,  the  foldicr,  and  polilhed  gentleinan,  to  quit 
his  company  with  regret,  filled  \sith  fcntinicnts  of  eii- 
thufiaftic   reverence  and  admiration. 

Having  purfued  the  blelTings  of  p^ace  tlirough  the 
lionors  oi  war,  he  forced  an  culo;.^lum  on  lils  conduct, 
from  the  mouths  of  his  enemies  ;  and,  on  the  ruins  of 
Britiili  tyranny,  ioundcd  the  immortal  fabric  of  his 
country's  independence  ;  leaving  this  falutary  monition 
to  all  ruling  powers,  never  m  the  exulting  moment  of 
national  profperityj^to  force  an  injured  people  from  their 
allegiance,  by  forgetting  that  the  protection  of  the  com- 
iTiUnity  v/as  the  primary  caufe  of  the  eleftion  ot  indivi- 
duals to  the  delegated  fceptre  of  majefly.  The  fatal  ef- 
fe£ls  which  England  has  juflly  felt  from  her  own  difgrace- 
ful  and  cppreiTive  fchemes  againft  America,  fliould  ferve 
as  a  caution  to  prevent  all  liatefmen  from  purfuing  the 
narrow  policy  and  bafe  purpofes  "  cf  illiberal  fadiion  :.  it 
fl'iould  Inftrucl  them  never  to  facrifhcc  the  intereRs  cf  one 
body  of  fubjeds  to  theunjuft  aggrandifement  of  another  j 
but  equally  to  extend  the  benefits  of  a  wife  and  whole- 
fome  legifiation  to  all  parts  of  the  empire  ;  as  a  contrary 
condu(^  will  inevitably  return  the  blow  aimed  at  the 
rights  of  fociety,  in  tenfold  ruin,  o!>  the  guilty  oppreflbrs, 
by  weakening  the  flate  with  jealoufies  and  civil  d.^entions, 
which  will  ieave^it  an  eafy  prey  to  a  foreign  enemy,  or 
infenfibly  difmember  and  finally  fubvert  the  eftablifiied 
government* 

Having  equalled  the  greateft  heroes  of  antiquity 
in  glory,  the  illuftrious    WASHJyG7'0N    furpailed  them  ia 
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-virtue  and  c-crr.pler)''  nioderation  ;  when  his  fclljw-fol- 
diers  laid  afide  the  fword  to  addluftrc  to  the  arts — to  cul- 
tivate their  native  fields,  and  to  enrich  the  United  States, 
by  a  Icneficial  commerce — when  the  childlcfs  lather,  the 
lone  orphan,  and  the  widowed  mourner,  redored  to  the 
boTom  of  peace,  and  the  blelTings  of  plenty,  forgot  their 
forrows,  and  ceafcd  to  weep  over  t'he  means  of  their 
ilaiightered  relations — the  American  hero  reHgned  his 
command  ;  he  refufed  the  liberal  rewards  offered  him  by 
his  grateful  country  ;  he  was  contented  with  the  jui\  ap- 
probation of  a  virtuous  confcience,  and  quitting  the 
folendid  honors  of  a  nublic  life,  he  retired  to  the  ftation 
of  a  private  citizen. 

In  whatever  light  we  view  the  charafler  of  this 
truly  great  man,  we  arc  f^ruck  with  fr'.(]j  cauic  for  efteem 
and  admiration  ;  we  every  moment  difcover  new  and  fliin- 
Ing  traits  of  humanity,  of  wlfdom,  and  difinterertcd  he- 
roifm  :  we  fee  united  in  him  the  diltmgulfricd  virtues  of  a 
good  citizen,  an  experienced  general,  an  upright  fcnator, 
and  a  wife  politician  ;  we  behold  him  rifing  funcrior  to 
every  mf.an  confideiation  of  fclf-love,  hazarding  his  for- 
tune in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  chearfully  fubmitting  to 
bear  the  name  of  rebel,  and  braving  an  ignominious 
death,  to  which  he  would  inevitably  have  fallen  a  facrific 
had  Britain  triumphed  in  the  contefl  ;  we  behold  him 
furnlfliing  an  example  the  moft  glorious  to  the  world, 
the  mod  animating  to  the  nations  which  yet  groan  be- 
neath the  arm  of  oppreffion,  an  example  the  moft  !»•* 
terefting  to  humanity,  and  capable  of  nerving  the  palfi- 
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ei  arin  of  age,  or  even  of  cowardice  itfelf ;  we  behold 
liim  like  another  Aaron,  the  facred  delegate  of  heaven, 
leading  to  the  jfield  a  brave  but  ill  appointed  an  J  new 
raifed  army,  to  contend  with  the  abjeft  generals  and  bed 
dirciplined  troops  of  the  mightiell  empire  in  the  univerfe  ; 
we  behold  him  often  without  money,  and  ill  fupplied 
with  provifions,  braving  the  accumulated  feverlties  of 
an  American  winter's  campaign,  inuring  his  foldiers  to 
fatigue,  and  training  them  by  the  pra£lice  of  military- 
evolutions,  to  defeat  the  attacks  of  a  powerful  enemy  ; 
■we  view  him  fttdfaflly  purfulng  the  great  line  of  condudl 
v/hich  he  had  marked  out  at  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities,  mitigating  the  calamities  of  v/ar,  preventing  the 
efTufion  of  human  blood,  wafting  the  forces  of  his  ad- 
verfaries,  tiring  out  the  Britifh  nation  by  avoiding  a  de- 
cifive  action  ;  and  finally  triumphing  over  every  obltaclc 
which  feemed  inuirmountably  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of 
bis  arms,  and  the  freedom  of  his  country.  The  rafh  and 
unthinking,  v/ho  eftimate  a  commander  by  the  multitudes 
whom  he  has  dcftroyed,  by  the  cities  which  he  has  fack- 
cd,  and  the  provinces  which  he  has  defolated,  may  choofc 
fome  ferocious  conquerer  for  the  idol  of  their  reverence. 
The  phiianthroplftj  v;ho  laments  the  miferies  which  fal* 
on  mankind  by  the  ufurpation  and  ambition  of  kings,  and 
the  philofopherj  who  judges  of  the  abilities  of  a  general 
by  the  tenor  of  his  plans  ;  and  their  coniiftence  with 
his  fitudtion  and  refources,  will  not  hefitate  to  pro- 
nounce the  Great  Washington  equal,  if  not  Tuperior 
to  the  moft  {Inp.-ng  characters  in  ancient  or  niQ^^era 
hi  (lory. 
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VIRGINIAy  Fairfax  ss 

/,  CeorgE  DeNEALE,  Clerk  of  Fairfax  County  Court, 
do  Certify^  That  the  subsequent  Copy  of  the  last  Will 
end  Testament  of  George  Washington,  deceased, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of  America^ 
with  the  Schedule  annexed^  is  a  true  Copy  from 
the    Original    recorded    in  my   Office, 

In     Testimony  Whereof    I    have    hereunto  set   my 
hand    this    i^  day    of  January ^    i800. 

GEO,  DENEALE,  C,  F,  C. 


I 


IN    THE    NAME      OF     GoD,     AmEN, 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  of  Mount 
Ternony  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  lateljr 
Prefident  of  the  fame,  Do  make,  ordain,  and  declare 
this  inArument,  which  is  written  with  my  gwh  hand, 
an|l    every    page    thereof  fubfcribed  with     my     name*, 

Y 

il  /rt    the    original  manuscript^    Georgr    WashisC' 
^qv^S  name  is  written  at    the  Uutom  of  tvtry  pagt. 
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lo    be   iry    Last   Will    and  Testament,  rovcjking 
all  others. 

IiriprriKiis-— All  my  ciobts,  of  which  there  are  but 
few,  and  none  of  magnitude,  are  to  be  pundually 
c.nd  fjDeedily  paid  j  and  the  legacies  herein  after  be* 
ijueathed,  are  to  be  difcharged  as  foon  as  circumllan- 
ces    will  permit,  and   in  the    manner   direded. 

Ii€7n — To  my  clearly  beloved  wife  Martha  Wash" 
iri^'tony  I  give  and  beq^ueatli  the  ufe,  profit,  and  be- 
nefit of  my  whole  eflate,  real  and  perfonal,  for 
the  term  of  her  natural  life,  except  fuch  partis  thereof  as 
are  fpecially  difpofed  of  hereafter.  My  improved  lot 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  fituated  on  Pitt  and  Ca- 
meron-Areets,  I  give  to  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever  ; 
as  I  alfo  do  my  houfehold  and  kitchen  furniture  of 
ev»ry  fort  and  kind,  with  the  liquors  and  groceries 
which  may  be  on  hand  at  the  time  of  my  deceafe, 
to  be  ufed  and  difpofed  of  as  flie  may  think  pro- 
per. 

/iewi— Upon  the  deceafe  of  my  wife,  it  is  my 
will  and  de fire,  that  all  the  flaves  which  I  hold  in 
mj  CiVn  right y  fhall  receive  their  freedom.  To  eman- 
cipate them  during  her  life,  would,  tho'  earneUly  wifh- 
L'd  by  ly.e,  be  attended  with  fuch  infuperable  difficulties  on 
acccrnt  of  their  intermixture  by  marriages  with  the 
dower  negroes,  as  to  excite  the  mod  painful  fenfati- 
cFiS,  if  n6t  difagreeable  confequences  \q  the  latter, 
vrhile    both  defcriptions  are    in  the    occupancy    of  the 
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fame  proprietor,  it  not  being  in  my  power,  unJdr  tiis 
tenure  by*  which  the  dower  negroes  are  held,  to  naa* 
numit  them.  And  wherea.s  amoir^-  thofe  who  will  re- 
ceive freedom  according  to  this  devifj,  there  miy  be 
fome  who,  from  old  age  or  bo.lily  inliririties,  and 
others,  who,  on  account  of  their  infancy,  will  be  unab'.i 
to  fupport  themfclves,  it  is  my  will  and  defire,  that  aU 
who  come  under  the  fii-ft  and  fecond  delcrlocloa,  Ihvill 
be  comfortably  cloathed  and  fed  by  my  heirs  while  the/ 
live  J  and  that  fuch  of  the  latter  defcrlption  as  have 
no  parents  Uving,  or,  if  living,  are  unable  or  unwlU 
ling  to  provide  for  them,  ffiall  be  bound  by  the  Court, 
until  they  Ihall  arrive  at  the  age  of  25  years  ;  and  in 
cafes  where  no  record  cun  be  produced,  '\-'hercby  their 
ages  can  be  afcertained,  the  judgment  of  the  Court, 
upon  its  own  view  of  the  fubjocl,  ihall    be  adequate  and 

final.     The  negroes  thus  bound,   arc    (by  their  marterj 
or  miftrefies)  to    be  taught  to    read   and  write,  and  be 
brought  up  to  fome  ufeful  occupation,  agreeably  to  ihz 
laws    of  the  Commonwealth    of    Virginia  providing   for 
the  fupport  of  orphan    and  other  poor  children.     And  I 
do    hereby    exprefsly    forbid  the  fale  or    tranfportation 
out   of   the    faid    Commonwealth,  of  any  Have     I    may 
die  pofieflcd  of  under  any  pretence  whatfoever.      AuJ  I 
do  moreover  moft   pointedly    and     moft  fulemnly  enjoin 
it  upon  my  Executors  hereafter  named,  or  the  furvivor 
cf  them,  to  fee    that  this   claufe     rei'peding   flavcs,  and 
every  part  thereof,   be  religioufly  fulfilled  at  the  epoch  at 
which  it  isdirev.^ed  to  take  plac3,  without  evafijn,  neg- 
k£\,    or  delay,  after  the  crops    which  muy  then   be  on 
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the  ground  are  harvefted,  particularly  as  it  refpcdls  the 
aged  and  in  firm  ;  feeing  that  a  regular  and  permanent 
fund  be  eflablinied  for  their  fupport,  as  long  as  there 
are  fubjcds  requiring  it,  not  trufling  to  the  uncertaia 
provifion  made  by  individuals — And,  to  my  mulatto 
man  William  (calling  himfelf  Wm,  Lee^)  I  give  imme- 
diate freedom,  or  if  he  fliould  prefer  it  (on  account  of 
the  accidents  which  have  befallen  him,  and  which  have 
I'endered  him  incapable  of  -walking  or  of  any  adive  em- 
ployment) to  remain  in  the  fituatioii  he  now  is,  it  ftiall 
be  optional  in  him  to  do  fo  ;  in  either  cafe,  however, 
I  allow  liim  an  annuity  of  SO  dollars  during  his  natural 
life,  which  iliall  be  independent  of  the  vi»5tuals  and 
cloathcs  he  has  been  accuflomed  to  receive,  if  he 
thufcs  the  lafi  alternative  j  but  in  full  with  his  free- 
dom, if  he  prefers  the  £rft ;  and  this  I  give  him  as  a 
teiiiniony  of  my  fcnfe  of  his  attachment  to  me,  and 
for  his  faithful  fervicss  during  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

Item — To  the  TfuPtees  (Governors,  or^y  whatfocver 
other  name  they  may  be  ticfignated)  of  the  Academy  in 
the  town  of  Alexandria,  I  give,  and  bequeath,  in  truft, 
•iOOO  dollars,  or,  in  other  words,  20  of  the  Ihares 
which  I  hold  in  the  bank  of  Alexandria,  tov/ards  the 
fupport  ^of  a  Free  School,  eflabii{]icd  at,  and  annexed 
to,  the  faid  Academy,  for  tlie  purpofe  of  educating  or- 
phan children,  or  the  children  of  fuch  otker  poor  and 
indigent  perfons,  as  are  unable  to  accomplidi  it  with 
their    own  means,    and  who,   in    the    judgment    of  the 
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Truilees  of  the  fakl  Seminary,  are  bert  entitled  to  thi 
benefit  of  this  donation.  The  aforefsid  20  fliares  I  give 
and  bequeath  in  perpetuity  j  the  divid;nds  only  of  -which 
are  to  be  drawn  for,  and  applied  !)y  tivj  faid  Tru'deci, 
for  the  ti.iie  bein^,  for  the  ufcs  above  mentioned  ; 
tiic  flock  to  rcnriin  entire  and  untouched,  iiiilcis  indi- 
cations of  failure  of  the  faid  bank  niould  be  fo  appa- 
rent, or  a  difcontinuance  thereof,  fiiowld  render  a  re- 
moval of  this  fund  neceffary.  In  cither  of  thefe  cafe;, 
the  amount  of  the  (lock  here  devifed  is  to  be  ve/lcd  in 
fome  other  bank,  or  public  inlUtution,  %v hereby  the  Ln.» 
tereft  may  with  regularity  and  certainty  be  drawn  and 
arched  as  above.  And,  to  prevent  mifconception,  my 
meaning  is,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  that  thef:: 
20'  fliares  are  in  Hsu  of,  and  not  in  addition  to,  the 
lOOOl,  given  by  a  rniihve  letter  fome  years  ago,  in. 
Gonfequence  whereof,  an  annuity  of  601.  has  Cncu 
been  paid  towards  the  fupport  of    this  infiitution. 

Item — Whereas  by  a  law  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  enacted  in  the  year  1785,  the  Legiflatuj* 
thereof  was  pkafed  (as  an  evidence  of  its  approbaiioa 
of  the  fervices  I  had  rendered  the  public  during  the 
Revolution,  and  partly,  I  believe,  in  confideratioa  oi 
my  having  fuggefled  the  vaft  advantages  which  the 
commimity  would,  derive  from  the  extenfion  of  its  inland 
navigation  under  Legi dative  patronage)  to  prefent  me 
wich  100  fliares  of  100  dollars  each,  in  the  incorpo- 
rated Company  el"iabli(l:cd  for  the  purp^fe  of  eiitcnd- 
iag  the  navigiit'.on  of    James   River    fion  the    tidc-^¥a- 

Y-  3 
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tcr  to  the  mountains  ;   and  alfo   with  50  fharcs  of  lOOl. 
fterling    each     in    the  corporation  of  another  Company 
llkswife     eflablifhed    for  the   fimilar  purpofe    of  opening 
the    navigation    of  the  river    Potowmac  from  the   tide- 
water   to  Fort  Cumberland  ;    the  acceptance  of  which, 
altlio'  the    offer  \yas  highly  honourable    and  greatful    to 
iny  feelings  was  refafed  as  inconfiftent  with  a  principle 
w^hkh    I  hid   adopted,   aad    had  never  departed  from— 
namely,  not   to  receive  pecuniary    compenfatlon  for  any 
fcrvices   I  could  render  my  country  in  its  arduous  ftrug- 
gle  with  Great  Britain  for  its  rights,  and  bccaufe  I  had 
evaded   finillar  propofitions     from     other    States    in   the 
Union  :    Adding   to    this     refufal,   however,   an  intima- 
tion, that,    if  it   ihouid  be  the  pleafure    of  the  Legiflati^re 
lo  permit    me  to    appropriate  the    faid  fliares  to    Public 
Uses,  I  would    receive     them  on  thofe  terms   with  due 
fennbility  ;  and  this  it  having  confer.ted  to,  in  flattering^ 
term'?,  as    will    appear  by  a  fubfequent   law    and     fun- 
dry  refolutions,  in  the  mofi:  ample  and  honourable  man- 
ner  I  proceed,    afier  this  recital,  for    the  more  correal 

mderllandlug  of  the  cafe,  to  declare.  That  as  it  has 
alv/avs  been  a  fonrce  of  ferious  regret  with  me,  to  fee 
the  youth  of  thefe  United  States  fent  to  foreign  countries 
for  the  purpofes  of  Ed^ication,  often  before  their  minds 
v/ere  formed,  or  they  l.ad  imbibed  any  adequate  ideas 
of  the  happinefs  of  their  own,  contraaing,  too  frequent- 
ly, not  only  habits  of  diffipation  and  extravagance,  ^«t 
principles  unfriendly  to  Republican  Government,  and 
10  the  true  and  genuine  Liberties  of  Mankind,  which, 
t^^ftiafter  are    rarely,   overcome—For    thefe  reafens,  it 
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feas  been  my  ardent  wiQi  to  fee  a  pK-in  t'.-.vi'cc!,  on  a  li- 
beral fcalc,  which  ■would  have  a  t.-^]wlLiicy  lo  fpreAd 
fyftematic  ideas  through  all  parts  ot  tiiis  riling  Empire, 
thereby  to  do  away  local  attachments  and  flaie  pre- 
judices, as  far  as  the  nature  of  things  would,  or  In- 
deed ougiit  to  admit  from  our  national  Councils.  Look- 
ing' anxioufly  forward  to  the  accompli fiiment  of  fc  dc- 
firable  an  object  as  this  is  (in  my  eOimation)  my  mind 
has  not  been  able  to  contemplate  any  plan  more  likely 
to  [effei^  the  meafure,  than  the  eftablifliment  of  a  Uni- 
versity in  a  central  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  the  youths  of  fortune  and  talents  from  all  parts 
thereof  might  be  fent  for  the  completion  of  their  edu- 
cation in  all  the  branches  of  polite  Literature,  in  the 
Arts  and  Sciences,  in  acquiring  knowledge  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  Politics  and  good  Government,  and,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  infinite  importance  in  my  judgment,  by  aflbciat- 
ing  with  each  other,  and  forming  friendlhips  in  juvenile 
years,  be  enabled  to  free  themfelves,  in  a  proper  de- 
j^ree,  from  thofe  local  prejudices  and  habitual  jealoufies 
which  have  jufl:  been  mentioned,  and  which,  when  car- 
ried to  excefs,  are  never-failing  fources  of  difquietuds 
to  the  public  mind,  and  pregnant  of  rKifchievous  confe- 
quences  to  this  country. — Under  theic  iniprcHlons,  fo 
fully    dilated, 

Item — I  give  and  bequeath,  in  perpetuity  ,  the  50 
fnares  which  I  hold  in  the  Potowmac  company  (under 
the  aforefaid  Aas  of  the  Legiflature  of  Virginia)  to- 
wards the   endowment    of  a  UNivf.RSiry,  to    bu  ciU- 
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blidied  within   tl.c  Ilmlis  of  the  DiHria  of  Cclumhia,  un- 
der   the   auTpiccs     of    the    General   Government,  if  that 
Government  Ihoiikl  incHne   to  extend  a    foflering    hand 
towards    it;  and   until  fuch   Seminary   is  eflablillied,  and 
the  funds  arifing  on    thefe    fnares  fhall  be  required    for 
its  fupport,    my     further    will    and    dcilre     is,   that  the 
profit  accruing  therefron:,   fiiall,  whenever  the  dividends 
Ire  made,  be  laid   out  in  purcbafing  flock  in  the   Bank 
t)i  Columbia,  or  fome  other  bank,     at  the  difcretion  of 
my   Executors,  or  by  the  Trcafurer  of  the   United  States 
for  the  time  being,  under  the  diredion  of  Congrefs,  pro- 
vided that   honourable     Body    fhould  patronize   the  mea« 
fure  ;  and  the  dividends   proceeding   from  the    parchafe 
of  fuch  ftock  are  to  be  vefted  In  more  ftcck,  and  fo  cn^. 
until  a  fum  adequate  to  the  accon>plilhment  of  the  ob- 
j.cd  is  obtained,  of  which  I  have  not  the  fn;alleft  doubt 
before  many  years  pafs  av/ay,   even  if  no  aid  or  encou« 
ragement  is  given  by  iegiflative  authority,    or  from  any 
other  fource. 

Item — The  hundred  fiiares  which  I  hold  in.  the 
James  River  Company,  I  have  given,  ai\d  now  con- 
firm, in  perpetuity,  to  and  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  L/- 
berty  Hall  Academy^  in  the  County  of  Rockbridge,  in. 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,. 

Item — I  releafe,  exonerate,  and  t^lfcharge  the 
eflate  of  my  deceafcd  brother,  Samuel  Washington,  from 
the  payment  of  the  money  which  is  drie  to  me  for  the 
land  I  fold  to  Philip  Pendleton  (!yin^  in  th«  county   of 
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Berkeley,)  who  afligned  the  fame  to    him,  the    faid  Sa-* 
•muel,    who,    by    agreement,   was    to  pay    me    therefor  : 
And  whereas     by    Ibme  contract    (the  purport  of  T/hich 
was    never    communicated  to  me)    between  the  faid  So" 
muel    and  his   fon    Thornton   Washingtoriy    the  latter  be- 
came   poireiTcd    of  the    aforefaid  land,    without  any    con- 
veyance having  paffed  from  me,    either  to     the  faid    Pdti* 
dUton,  the  faid  Samuel^  or  the  faid   Thor  nton^  and  with- 
out any  cojifidcration  having  been  made,  by  which  neg- 
edj  neither    the  legal  not  equitable  title  has  been  alien- 
ated, it  rcfts  therefore  with  me,  to  declare  my  intentions 
concerning  the  premifes  ;  and  thefe  are,  to  give  and  be- 
queath the  faid  land    to  whomfoever  the    faid    Thornton 
Washington  {vfho  is     alfo    dead)  devifed  the   fame,  or  to 
his  heirs  for  ever,  if   he  died  inteftate,     exonerating  the 
cfiate  of  the  faid    Thornton^  equally  with   thai    of    the 
faid    Samuel,    from    payment    of   the    purchale     money ^ 
which,     with    intereft,  agreeably    to    the    original    con- 
tri'il  with    the    faid  Pendleton,  would  amount   to  more 
than     10001.     And  whereas   tv.-o   other  fons  of  my  fali 
deceafed  brother,  Samuel^  namely,  George  Steptoe   Wash'- 
ington    and   Lawrence  Augiijiine  Washington,  were,    by 
the    deceafe    of    thofe    to  whofe    care    they   wtre    com- 
mitted, brought  under  my  protedion,  and,  in  confenuence, 
have  occafioned  advances   on  my  part  for  their  education 
at    college     and    ot'ier     fchools,    and    for     their     board, 
cloathing,     and  other    incidental     expences,    to    the    a- 
mount  of  near    5000    dollars,    over   and   above  the  fums 
furniflied  by  their    eflate,   which  fum  it    may  be    incon- 
venient for  them  or  their  father's. eflate  to  refund— I  do. 
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for  thefe  rcafons,  acquit  them  and  the  faid  cfl.atc  from 
the  payment  'thereof,  my  intention  being,  tliat  all  ac- 
counts between  them  and  me,  and  their  father's  eliatc 
and  me,  fhall  Hand  balanced. 

Item — The  balance  due  to  me  from  the  cftate  of 
Bartholomew  Dandridgc^  deceafed  (my  wife's  brother) 
and  which  amounted,  on  the  firll  day  cf  Odober  1795,  to 
4251.  (as  will  appear  by  an  account  rendered  by  his 
deceafed  fen,  John  Dandridge,  who  was  the  adting 
executor  of  Lis  faiher's  will)  I  rcleafe  and  acquit  from 
the  payment  thereof.  And  the  Negroes  (then  33  in 
number)  formerly  belonging  to  the  faid  eflate,  who 
were  taken  in  execution,   fold,     and    purchafed  in  on  my 

account,  in    the  year ,  and   ever  fince  have  remained 

in  the  poflciTion  and  to  the  ufe  of  Mary,  widow  of  the 
faid  Barth,  Dandridge,  with  their  increafc,  it  is  my 
will  and  defire,  fliall  continue  and  be  in  her  pofleflion^. 
without  paying  hire,  or  making  compenfation  for  the 
fame,  for  the  time  paft  or  to  come,  during  her 
natural  life  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which,  I  diredt,  that 
all  of  them  who  arc  4o  years  old  and  upwards,  fhall 
receive  their  freedom  ;  all  under  that  age  and  above  16, 
fliall  ferve  7  years,  and  no  longer  ;  and  all  under  1 6 
years  fhall  ferve  until  they  are  25  years  of  age,  and  then 
be  free.  And  to  avoid  difputes  refpedting  the  ages  of 
any  of  thefe  Negroes,  they  are  to  be  taken  into  the 
Court  of  the  County  in  which  they  refide,  and  the  judg- 
ment tbereof,  in  this  relation  fhall  be  fmal,  &  record  there- 
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of  made,  "which  miy  be  adduced  as  evidence  at  any  time 
thereafter,  if  difputes  fhould  arife  concerning  the  fame. 
And  I  further  dlreft,  that  the  heirs  of  the  faxd  Barth, 
Dandridge  (hall,  equally,  fliare  the  benefits  arifing  from 
the  fervices  of  the  faid  negroes,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  this  devife,   upon    the  deccafe  of  their  mother. 

Item — If  Charles  Carter,  who  intermarried  with  my 
niece  Betty  Lewis,  is  not  fuficiently  fecured  in  the  title 
to  the  lots  he  had  of  me  in  the  town  of  Frederickfburg, 
it  is  my  will  and  defire,  that  my  executors  fhall  make 
fuch  conveyances  of  them  as  the  law  requires  to  ren- 
der it  per  fed. 

/?i?j7i— To  my  nephew  William  Augustine  JVashing- 
ton,  and  his  heirs  (if  he  fliould  conceive  them  to  be  ob- 
jeif\s  worth  profecuting)  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Manchef- 
ter  (oppollte  to  Richmond)  No.  265,  drawn  on  my 
fole  account,  and  alfo  the  tenth  of  1  or  200  acre  lots, 
and  two  or  three  half-acre  lots,  in  the  city  and  vicinity 
of  Richmond,  drawn  in  partnerfliip  with  nine  others, 
all  in  the  Lottery  of  the  deceafed  William  Byrd,  are 
given  ;  as  is  alfo  a  lot  which  I  purchafed  of  John  Hood, 
conveyed  by  William  Willie  and  Sam.  Gordon,  truflees 
of  the  faid  John  Hood,  numbered  139,  in  the  town  of 
Edinburgh,  in  the  county  of  Prince  George,  ftate  of 
Virginia. 

Item — To  my  nephew  Bushrod  Washington,  I  give 

nd  bequeath  all  the  papers  in  my  pofTellion  which  relate  to 

my  civil  and  military  admininraticn  of  the  affairs  of  this 
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Country  ;  I  leave  to  lilni  alfo  fuch  of  my  private  papers 
as  are  worth  preferving  ;  and,  at  tlic  deceafe  of  my  wife, 
and  before,  if  flic  is  not  inclined  to  retain  tliem,  I  give 
and  bequeath  my  library  of  books  and  pamphlets  of  eve- 
ry blr.cl. 

Item — Having  fold  lands  which  I  poflclTed  in  th« 
flate  of  Pcni'fylvr.niLi,  and  part  of  a  tra<ft  held  in  equal 
right  with  George  Clinton,  late  Governor  of  Nc\r 
York,  m  the  ftate  of  New  York  ;  my  Hiare  of  land 
and  intcrcft  in  the  Great  Difmal  Swamp,  and  a  traiS  of 
land  which  I  owned  in  the  County  of  Gloucefter— with- 
holding tl.e  legal  titles  thereto,  until  the  confideration- 
money  fhould  be  paid*-and  having  moreover  leafed,  and 
conditionally  fold  (as  will  appear  by  the  tenor  of  the 
fald  leafts)  all  my  lands  upon  the  Great  Kenhawa,  and 
a  tract  upon  DiiScult  Run  in  the  county  of  Loudon, 
it  Is  my  will  aod  direction,  that  whenfocver  the  contraclt 
■are  fully  and  refpcdlively  complied  with,  according  to  the 
fpirit,  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  on  the  part  of 
the  purchafers,  their  heirs  or  afligns,  that  then,  and  in 
that  cafe ,  conveyances  are  to  be  made,  agreeable  to 
the  terms  of  the  faid  contrads,  and  the  money  arifing 
therefrom,  when  paid,  to  be  veiled  in  bank  flock  j  the 
dividends  whereof,  as  of  that  alfo  which  is  already  veft- 
cd  therein,  is  to  inure  to  my  faid  wife  during  her  life, 
but  the  (lock   itfelf    is  to  remaui  and    be  fubjeiw  to  the 

general  dillribution  hereafter  direded. 

m 

Item — To    the  Earl  of  Buchan  I  re-commit  **  th« 
Bex  made  of  the  Oak  that  (heltered  the  brave  Sir  William 
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Wallace  after  the     battle   of  Falkirk",  preferred    to  me 
by  his  Lordfhip  in  terms  too  tlattering-  for   me    to  repeat, 
with    a  requea    "  to  pafs  it,  on   the  event  of   my  cleceafe 
to  the  man  in   my  country  who    (hould  appear  to  merit  it  ^ 
bed,   upon  the  fame  conditions  that  have    induced  him  to 
fend  it    to    me." — Whether  eafy  or    not,  to  fele(fl  the 
Man  who  might    comport  with  his  Lordlhip's  opinion  in 
this  refpea,  is  not  for  me  to  fay  ;   but   conceiving  that  no 
diipofition    of    this     valuable  curiofity    can  be  more  eli- 
gible than  the  recommitment    of  it  to    his    own    cabinet, 
agreeably     to    the   original    defign    of    the    Goldfmiths, 
Company     of    Edinburg,  who    prefcnted  it  to  him,    and, 
at  his    requefr,  confented  that  it  fliould  be  traniferred   to 
me — I  do  give  and  bequeath  the  fame  to  his    Lordihip   ; 
and,  in  cafe  of  his  deceafe,  to   his    heir,   with  my  great- 
ful   thanks     for   the    difiinguilled  honour    of   preftnting 
it  to  me,     and    more    efptcially    for   the  favourable  fen. 
timents  with  which  he  accompanied  it. 

Item — To  my  brother  Charles  Washington^  I  give 
and  bequeath  the  gold  headed  Cane  left ,  me  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  in  his  will.  I  add  nothing  to  it,  bccaufe 
of  the  ample  provifion  I  have  made  far  his  ifllie.  To  the 
acquaintances  and  friends  of  my  juvenile  years,  LazU" 
rence  Washington  and  Robert  Washington^  of  Chotanck, 
I  give  my  other  two  gold -headed  Ci'.nes,  having  my 
amis  engraved  on  them  ;  and  to  each  (as  they  will 
be  ufeful  where  they  live)  I  leave  one  of  the  Spy 
GlafTis,  which  conftituted  part  of  my  equipage  during 
the  late    war.     To    my    compatriot    in     arms    and    old 
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and    intimaic    liiciid,    Dr.  Craih^  I  give  iny     Bureau   or 
as    the    Culiinet     Makers     call  it,    Tambour    Secretary 
and   tlic     circular    C^hair  an  appendage  of  ir.y  Study.  To 
Dr.    Da  id  Sluart,    I   jrive  my  large  Shaving    and   Drel- 
flng  Tabic,  and  rny    Tclefcope.      To  the  Reverend,  now, 
Bryan  Lord    l\iirfax^      I    give  a  Bible     in    three    large 
folio  volumes,  ^vith    notes,  prefented   to   me  by    the  Rt. 
Rev.   Thomas   Wilson,  Bilhop  of  Sodor  and   Man.       To 
General    Dc  la  Fayette,   I  give  a  pair  of  finely  wrought 
Steel  Piflolsj  taken  from  the  enemy  in  the   Revolution- 
ary   War.     To  my  fillers  in  LaAV,   Hannah     WasJiington 
and  Mildred  Washington — to  my  friends  Eleanor  Stuart^ 
Hannah   Washington,  of  Fairnsld,    and  Elizabeth  Wash' 
ington  of  Hayfield,  I  give,  each,  2\.  Mourning  Ring  of  the 
value  of  100  dollars.  Thefe  bequefts  are  not  made  for  the 

• 

intrinfic  value  of  them,  but  as  mementoes  of  my  efleera 
and  regard.  .  To     Tobias  Lear^  I  give    the    ufc  of  the 
farm   which  he    now  holds,  in     virtue    of  a  leafe    from 
me  to  liim   and  his  deceafed  wife  (for  and  during  their 
natural  lives)  free     from    rent    during  his    life  ;    at  the 
expiration  of  v/hich,  it  is  to  be  difpofed    of  as  is  here- 
in    after    directed.       To    Sally    B.     Hajnie     (a     diftant 
relation     of    mine)     I    give     and     bequeath     300     dol- 
lars.      To     Sarah    Green^  -daughter    of    the    deceafed 
Thomas     Bishops     and     to     Ann     Walker^     daughter    of 
^ohn  Aiton^   alfo  deceafed,   I  give     each     100     dollars, 
in   con/ideration  of  the   attachment    of    their  ^fathers  to 
me,  each     of   v/hom  having  lived    nearly  forty  years^in 
iT.y  family.      To  each  of  my  Nephev.^s,   William  Augws- 
■ii::e   Washington,  George  Leivis.   George  Stettae   Wcsh^ 
frgtonj   Bushrod  Washington,  2.\vl    Samv.el  IVashi-    '  ■   ■ 
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I  give  one  of  the  Swords,  or  Cutteaux,  of  whx'i  I 
may  di.-.  poOeffcd  ;  and  they  are  to  choofe  in  the  order 
they  are  named.  Thefe  fwords  are  accompanied  with 
an  injimaion,  not  to  uuflieath  them  for  the  purpofc  of 
lliedcling  blood,  except  it  be  for  felf-defence,  or  in 
defence  of  their  Country  and  its  Riglits  ;  and  in  the 
latter  cafe,  to  keep  them  unHieathed,  and  prefer  falling 
with  them  in  their  hands  to  the  relinquiftiment  there- 
of. 

And  now,  having  gone  throagh  thefe  fpecific  De- 
vifes,  with  explanations  for  the  more  correfl  undcr- 
ftanding  of  the  meaning  and  defign  of  them,  I  proceed 
to  the  diftribution  of  the  more  important  parts  of  my 
Eftate,   in  manner  following  :— 

Yirst — To  my  nephew,  Bushrod-Washln^ton^  and 
his  heirs,  (partly  in  confideration  of  an  intimation  to- 
his  deceafed  father,  while  we  were  bachelors,  and  he 
had  kindly  undertaken  to  fuperintend  my  eftate  during 
rny  military  fervices  in  the  former  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  that  if  I  fhould  fdU  therein. 
Mount  Vernon,  then  Icfs  extenfive  In  domain  than  at, 
prefent  fliould  become  his  property)  I  give  and  beque:ith 
all  that  part  thereoT  which  is  comprehended  within 
the  following  limi-ts,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  ford  of 
Dogue  Run  near  my  m/ill,  and  extending  along  the 
road,  and  bounded  thereby,  as  it  now  goes  and  ever 
has  goi>e  fmce  my  recolledion  of  It,  to  tlie  ford  of 
Little  Hunting  Creek,  at  the  Gum  Spring,  until  \z 
comes    to    a    knowl     oppofite    to    an     old     road  whlcli 
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formerly  pa.Tcd  throuo-h  the  lower  field  of  Muddy-hole 
I'arm,  at  which,  en  thf.  north  fide  of  the  faid  road,  are 
three  red  or  Spanilli  oalcs  marked  as  a  corner,  and  a 
llone  placed — thence  by  a  line  of  trees  to  be  marked 
reaangular,  to  the  back  line  or  outer  boundary  of  the 
track  between  Thomas  MaCon  and  myfelf— thence  with 
that  line  eaflerly  (now  double  ditching,  with  *a  pofl-and 
rail  l^nce  tiifeT^on)  to  the  run  of  Little  Kundng 
Creek— thence  with  that  run  which  is  the  boundary 
bet\wcn  th?  landi  of  the  late  H.  Pea];a  gnd  me,  to 
the  tide  watt^r  of  the  faid  creek— thence  by  that  water 
to  Potowitiac  ftivt-r«—thfnc(3  with  the  river  to  the 
fflotith  of  Dogue  Crtek—and  thence  with  the  faid  Do- 
gue  Greek  to  the  place  of  beginning  at  the  aforefaid 
ford  J  containinjij  upw^ards  of  4000  acres,  be  the  fame 
more  or  lef§,  together  with  the  Manfion  Houfe  and  all 
other  buildings  and  iraprovemcnti  thereon. 

Stcand-^ln  confiderition  of  the  corjfang'ujnity  be- 
tween them  and  my  wif^-^,  being  as  nearly  related  to 
her  as  to  myfclf,  as  on  account  of  the  affedion  I  had 
for,  and  the  obligation  I  was  under  to,  their  father, 
when  living,  who,  from  his  youth,  had  attached  himfelf 
to  my  perfon,  and  followed  my  fortunes  through  the 
viciflitudes  of  the  late  Revolution,  afterwards  devoting 
his  time  to  the  niperintendance  of  my  private  concerns 
for  many  years,  w^hilH:  my  public  employments  ren- 
dered it  impra£\icable  for  me  to  do  it  myfelf,  thereby 
affording  me  elTential  fervices,  and  always  performing 
them  in  a   m?amer    the  nioft  filial    and    refpe(!lful — For 
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thefe    reafons,   I  fay,    I  give     an. I  bequeath     to    George 
Fayette   JVasIunjton  and  Lazvrencc  Augustine   JVashing' 
ton^    and  their  h-irs,  my    eftate    ealt  of    Little  Hunting 
Creek    Iving  on  the  river  Potowniac,  includiug- the  farm 
of  350     acres,     leafed     to    Tobias  Leafy  as    noticed  be- 
fore, and  coiitainin:^  in    the   whole,  by    deed,  two  thou- 
fand  and  twenty-feven  acres,  be  it  more  or  h'fs  ;  which 
faid    ellate    it     is  my  will  and  defire,  lio.ild    be     equita- 
blv   and    advantagcoufly  divided    between  them,  accord- 
ing to   quantity,  auality,  and  other  circumltances,  whoa 
the  youngeft  fliall  have   arrived  at    the  age  of  2  1  years, 
by     three    judicious  and    difinterefled    nirn  ;  one   to    be 
chofen  by  each  of  the    brothers,    and  the  tl.ird  by  thefe 
two.      In    the     mean    time,    if    the    termination  of  my 
wife's  intereft  therein   flioiild    have     ceafed,    the    profits 
ariung  therefrom    are  to    be  applied  for  their  joint  ufe^ 
-and  beneEt. 

Third — And  whereas  it  has  always  been  my  in- 
tention, fince  my  expec\ation  of  having  iflue  b.as  ce-f^d, 
to  confider  the  gr.ind  c'  lldren  of  my  wife,  in  the  fame 
light  as  I  do  my  ov.'n  relations,  and  to  a^Ll  a  friendly 
part  by  them,  more  efpecially  by  the  tv.'o  v/hom  we 
have  raifcd  from  t'leir  earliell  infancy — namely,  Eleanor 
Park  CustiSy  and  George  Washington  Park  Custis, 
And  whereas  the  former  of  thefe  bath  lately  intermar- 
rie'd  \vith  Laiorence  Levis,  a  fon  of  mv  deceafei  fiflcr 
B:tiy  Lt-.viSf  by  wliich  union  the  indue tiiieiit  to  r-o- 
\-idc    for  then'   '-— th    has     been    incr^afed;   Y'/".-     -".-   L 

Ki. 
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give  and  bequeath  to  the  faid  LazL^rence  Lewis  and 
Eleanor  Park  Leivisj  his  wife,  and  their  heirs,  the 
refidue  of  my  Mount  Vernon  eflate,  not  already  de- 
vifed  to  my  Nephew,  Bushrod  Washington,  compre- 
hended within  the  follov/ing  defcription,  viz.  All  the 
land  north  of  the  road  leading  from  the  ford  of  Doguc 
Run  to  the  Gum  Spring,  as  defcribed  in  the  devife 
of  the  other  part  of  the  tradl  to  Bushrod  Washington 
until  it  comes  to  the  ftone  and  three  red  or  Spanifh 
oaks  on  the  know!  ;  thence  with  the  redlangular  line 
to  the  back  line  (betw^een  Mr.  Mafon  and  me)  thence 
with  that  line  wefterly  along  the  new  double  ditch  to 
Dogue  Run  by  the  tumbling  dam  of  my  mill  ;  thence 
with  the  faid  run  to  the  ford  afore  mentioned  j  to 
•^'hich  I  add  all  the  land  I  poffefs  weft  of  the  faid 
Dogue  Run  and  Dogue  Creek,  bounded  eafterly  and 
foutherly  thereby  ;  together  with  the  mill,  diftillery, 
and  all  other  houfes  and  improvements  on  the  pre- 
mifes  ;  making  together  about  2000  acres,  be  it 
more    or    lefs. 

Fourth — Aduated  by  the  principle  already  men- 
tioned, I  give  and  bequeath  to  George  Washington 
Park  Custisj  the  grandfon  of  my  wife,  and  my 
ward,  and  to  his  heirs,  the  tradl  I  hold  on  Four  Mile 
Kun,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria,  containing  1200 
acres,  more  or  lefs^  and  my  entire  fquare,  No.  21, 
in  the    city    of    WaOiington. 

jTij-th — All  the  reft  and  refidue  of  my  eftate, 
real   and    perfonal,    not   difpofed    of   in    manaer   afore- 
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faid,  in  whiitloever  confilling,  wherefocvrr  lying,  and 
wherefoever  found,  (a  Sciiedule  of  whicli  as  far  as  i» 
recolletted,  with  a  rehfonable  ellimate  of  its  value, 
is  hereunto  annexed)  I  defire  may  be  fold  by  my 
Executors,  at  fuch  times,  in  fuch  manner,  and  on 
fuch  credits  (if  an  equal,  valid,  and  fatisfaclory  uiiiri- 
bution  of  the  fpecific  property  cannot  be  made  with- 
out) as  in  their  judgment  dial!  be  moft  conducive  to 
the  intereft  of  the  parties  concerned,  and  the  monies 
arifing  therefrom  to  be  divided  into  23  equal  parts, 
and  applied  as  follows,  viz.  To  William  Augustine 
JVashington,  Elizabeth  Spotswood,  Jans  Ihornton^  ^nd 
the  heirs  of  Ann  Ashton,  fon  and  daughters  of  my 
deceafed  brother  Augustine  Washington,  I  give  and 
bequeath  four  parts,  that  is,  one  part  to  each  of 
them  :  To  Fielding  Lewis ^  George  Lewis^  Robert 
Leivis,  Howell  Lewis,  and  Betij  Carter^  fons  and  daugh- 
ter of  my  deceafed  fifter  Betty  L^wls,  I  give  and 
bequeath  five  other  parts,  one  to  each  of  them  : 
To  George  Stcptoe  Washington,. Lawrence  A\  Washing- 
ton, Harriot  Parks,  and  the  hrirs  of  Thornton  Wash- 
ington, Tons  and  daughter  of  my  deceafed  brother  Sa- 
muel Washington,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  otlier  four 
parts,  one  part  to  each  of  th^ra  •:  To  Corbin  Wash' 
ington,  and  the  heirs  of  Jane  Washington^  fon  and 
daughter  of  my  deceafed  brot,.er  John  A.  Washington^ 
I  give  and  bequeath  two  parts,  one  part  to  each  of 
them  :  To  Samuel  Washington,  Frances  Bfili,  and 
Mildred  Ha7nnionJ,  fon  and  daughter?  of  my  b'-'oth^r 
Cha,     Washington,    1    give     and    bequeath   three     parts, 


'i78  Washington's   Will. 

one  p-Tt  to  each  of  them  ;  and  to  Geo.  F.  Washui^^ 
fon^  Cha  Aug.  IVaskingtm,  and  Maria  V/ashington, 
fons^and  daughter  of  my  dece -.fed  ne;'hew,  Geo.  A, 
Wasliington^  I  give  one  other  p.nt.  that  Is,  to  each  a 
tliird  of  that  part  :  To  Eliz.  Park  Law,  Martha 
Park  Peter,  and  Eleanor  Park  Lerjts,  I  give  and  be- 
queath three  other  parts,  that  is,  a  part  to  each  of 
them  ;  And,  to  my  nephews,  Bushrod  Washington  and 
Law,  Lewis,  and  to  my  Ward,  the  grand  fon  of  my 
wife,  I  give  and  bequeath  one  other  part,  that  is,  a 
third  thereof  to  each  of  them.  And  if  it  flioald  fo 
happen,  that  any  of  the  perfons  whofe  names  are 
here  enumerated  (unknown,  to  me)  fbould  now  be  dead, 
or  fliould  die  before  me,  that  in  either  of  thefe  cafes, 
the  heirs  of  fuch  deceafed  perfons  (hall,  notwichftand- 
ing,  derive  all  the  benefits  of  the  bequeft,  in  fame 
manner  as  if  he  or  flie  was  aftually  living  at  the 
time.  And,  by  way  of  advice,  I  recommend  to  my 
Executors  not  to  be  precipitate  in  difpoHng  of  the 
landed  property  C^herein  diredled  to  be  fold)  if  from 
temporary  caufts  the  fale  thereof  ihoulJ  be  dull  ;  ex- 
perience having  fully  evinced,  that  the  price  of  land,, 
efpecially  above  the  falls  of  -.he  rivers  and  on  the 
■weftcrn  waters,  have  beeu  progrefTively  rifing  and  can* 
not  be  long  checked  in  its  increafing  value.  And  I 
particularly  recommend  it  to  fuch  of  the  Legatee^ 
(under  this  claufe  of  my  will)  as  can  make  it  con- 
venient to  take  each  a  ft-jare  of  my  ftock  in  the  Po- 
tomac Coiipany,  in  prelerencc  to  t  e  amount  of 
what    it    mi^ht    fell    lor — being    thoroughly    convinced 


Washington's  Will.  279 

ip.yrelr,   that  no    ufes    to  ^vaich  the    ir.oney    can    be  ap-. 
plied,    will  be    fo    produdive    as    the    tolls    ariiing    from 
this    navlgai  on    v/hen    in  full    operation   (and  this  from 
the    nature    of    thip.g;?    it  niuft    b^  ere    long)    and  more 
cfpccially  if  that    of    the  Shcndndoah   is    i-dded  thereto. 

The  Family  Vault  at  Mount  Vernon,  requiring 
repairs,  and  being  impropfr-y  fituated  btfidesi  I  defire 
that  a  new  one  of  brick,  and  upon  a  l^rger  fcale, 
may  be  built  at  the  foot  of  what  is  commonly  called 
the  Vineyard  inclcfuve,  on  the  ground  which  is  mark- 
ed out— In  which  my  remains,  with  thofe  of  my  de- 
ceafed  reiat  ons  (now  in  the  old  Vault)  and  fuch 
others  of  my  Family  as  may  chufe  to  be  entombed 
there,  may  be  depofited.  And  it  is  my  exprefs  defire, 
that  my  corps  may  be  interred  in  a  private  manner, 
without  parade   or    funeral    oration, 

Lastlj}'^!  condituts  and  appoint  my  dearly  be- 
loved wife  Martha  JVashinjton,  my  nephews  William 
yiiigustine  Washingto7i,  Bushrod  ^Vashington^  George 
Stepioe  Washington,  Samuel  Washington,  and  Lawrence 
Lewis,  and  my  Ward  George  Washington  Park  Cus- 
tij  (when  he  fliall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  2  0 
years)  Executrix  and  Executors  of  this  my  Will 
and  Testament — In  the  conflrufiion'  of  which,  it 
will  readily  be  percc:ived,  thit  no  profrffTicnal  charac- 
ter has  been  confulced,  or  h.s  had  any  agency  in 
the  draught*;  and,  that  a!thon;^h  it  has  occupied  ma- 
ny of  my  leilure  hours  to  dijefi,  and  to  throw  it 
into    its    prefent   form,    It    fiay  notwithflcnJin^-,    appear 
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.cfutlc  and  incorred— Init  liaving  endeavoured  to  be 
plain  and  expl.cit  in  all  the  Devifes.  even  at  the  ex- 
pence  oi'  prolixity,  perh.ips  of  tautology,  I  hope  and 
trull,  that  no  dlfputes  will  anfe  concerning  them  ; 
but  if,  contrary  lo  expetf^ation,  the  cafe  fl.»ould  be 
otherwife  from  the  want  of  legal  exprefTion,  or  the 
ufual  technical  terms,  or  becaufe  too  much  or  too 
little  has  been  faid  on  any  of  the  Devifes  to  be 
confonant  with  law,  my  Will  and  Dire6\ion  exprefsly 
is,  that  all  difputes  (if  unhappily  any  Ihould  arife) 
fhall  be  decided  by  three  impartial  and  intelligent 
men,  known  for  their  probity  and  good  underftand- 
ing— two  to  be  chofen  by  the  difputants,  each  having 
the  choice  of  one,  and  the  third  by  thofe  two—  . 
"which  three  men  thus  chofen  fnall,  unfettered  by  law* 
or  legal  conftruflions,  declare  the  fcnfe  of  the  tefta- 
tor's  intentions  j  and  fuch  decifion  is,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  to  be  as  binding  on  the  parties  as  if 
it  had  been  given  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U. 
States. 

IN  JVITA'ESS  cf  ail  and  each  of  the  things 
herein  contained.,  I  have  set  my  Hand  and 
Seal,  this  ninth  Day  oj  July,  in  the  Tear 
one  thousand  seven  fiundred  and  ninety  *  and 

of  the    Independence    of  the    United    States    the 
tv:enty  fourth, 

GEORGE     WASHINGTON, 

*   It  appears  the  Tcilator  omitted  the  word,  nine. 
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SCHEDULE 

Of  property  comt>rehendcd  in  the  foregoing  will, 
dire£ledto  be  sold,  and  some  of  it  conditiorJ  y  ii;  spld, 
'.vitb  discriptive   and  explanatory  notes  thereto, 

IxN  VIRGINIA. 


Loudon  CO.  Difficult    Run, 
Loudon  and  Faquier, 

Adibv's  Bent, 

Ghattin's  Run, 
Berkly,  S.  fori:  of  Boulilkln, 

Head  of  Evan's  m. 

In  Wormley's  line, 

Frederick,  bo't  from  Mercer, 
Hamplhire,  on  Potomac  rivei; 

above  B. 
Gloucefter,  on  North  river, 
Nanfemond,   near  Suffolk,  one 
.    third  of  1,119    acres, 
Great  Difmal  Swamp,  my  di- 

vident  thereof, 
Ohio  river,  Round  Bottom, 
liittle  Kanha\va, 


acres,  price,       dollars, 
3t)0  6,666a 

2481  lOi.  24,810 


885  8    7 
1600 
453 
1*83 


,030  3 


2236  20     44,720c 
571  20     ll,420i 

240  240  15,  3,600r 
400  about  3600/ 

373  373  8   2.984^ 


about      20,000/i 


587 
2314 


2901 
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Sixteen  miles  lower  down, 
Oppofite  Big  Bent, 


2448 

4395 

.  dollars, 

8744      10         97,440/ 


GUKAT  KANHAWA. 


Near  the  North  Wert,      - 

10,180 

Eaft  fide  above, 

7,276 

>'r^.  .  -:.  .^rrw  "'ver, 

2,000 

Oppoiito  Liicict..^,     2,950  ^ 
Euurning  Spring,  125  3 


3,075 


MARYLAND. 

Charles  County,  600      6 

Montgomery  ditto,  519    12 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Great  Meadows,       .  234     5 

NEW-YORK, 
Moliawk  river,  about  1000      6 

KOr.TK  "^T-EST  TERRITORY. 

On  little  Miami, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 

3251   5 


200,000A 

3,600/ 
6,229m 


l,404w 


6,000e 


339 

977 

1235 


i5,25lj& 


Rough  Creek, 
Ditto  adjoining. 


KENTUCKY. 
3000 
2000 


5000      2  10,000^  J 
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LOTS,  t/z. 

CITY  OF  Washington- 
Two  near  the  capitol,    fquare    634,    coft 

963  dollars,  and  with  buildings,  1  5000r 

Nos    6,  12,  13,  and  14,     the    three    laft 

water  lots  on  the    Eaflern  Branch,    in 

fquare  667,  containing  together  34,438 

fquare  feet,  at  12  cents,  'ilois 

ALEXANDRIA. 

Corner  of  Pitt  and  Prince  ftreets,  half 
an  acre  laid  cut  into  buildings,  three 
or  four  of  which  are  let  on  ground  rent 
at  three  dollars  per  foot,  40001 

WINCHESTER. 

A  lot  in  the  town  of  lialf   an    acre,    and 
another  in  the  commons    of    about    fix 
acres  iuppofed  AOQu 

BATH  OR  WARM  SPRINGS. 
Two  well  htuated,  and  had  buildir'ns.   * 
■^he  amount  oft ' 


.^V:  A  s'  r  IV  a  T  0 1:  's  V,'  1 1. ,  .  •" 

.    COMPANY. 

•.-wcr.'.;.  ^ojr     ii.irti.j     coil     each      iOOl. 
Itci'Tiiig-  ^  \0CQ6x 

jAIvIES  RIVER  COMPANY, 
ire  fiiarcs,  each  coH  100  dollars.  »  iiOOy      i." 

BANK  OF  COLUMBIA. 

One  hundred  and   feventy  fiiares,  coft  4d 

dollars  each.  6800 z 


3TqG^  LIVING,  viz. 

One  coverr4g^''lirc)rfe,  five  carriage  horfey, 
fciir  riding  ditto,  fix  brood  mares,  20 
•v.crking  hories  and  mares,  2  covering 
iacks,  and  3  young  ones,  10  (lie  affes, 
4,2^  working  mules,  15  younger  ones, 
529  head  of  horned  cattle,  640  head 
of  flieep,  and  a  larg-e    (lock    of    hogs, 


A 


BANK  OF  ALEXAND.RIA.  1000> 

ides  20  (liares  to    tlie    free.  Xclioa'  — ,'» 


■\ 


